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Sun
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Sat
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Sat
Sat
Fri
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Sun
Sun

GPX Concours, Lakewood Country Club
Formula 1 Sochi, Russia
Breakfast Club — Glory Days Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
SAR Zone 8 Concours
PCA Club Race, Circuit of the Americas
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
AZ Autocross, Wild Horse Pass
CCC DE, Buttonwillow
GGR/PCA DE/Club Race, Buttonwillow
Formula 1 Barcelona
Formula 1 Monte Carlo

June 2016
4 Sat
			
4 Sat
3-4 F-Sat
3-5 F-Sun
5 Sun
11-12 S-Sun
12 Sun
18 Sat
19 Sun
19-26 S-Sat
24-26 F-Sun

Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
PCA Club Race, Motorsports Park, Hastings
PCA Club Race, Watkins Glen
Pomona Swap Meet
GGR Laguna Seca DE
Formula 1 Montreal
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
Formula 1 Baku Street Circuit
Porsche Parade, Jay Peak, Vermont
PCA Club Race, VIR

July 2016
2 Sat
			
2 Sat
3 Sun
8-10 F-Sun
10 Sun
10 Sun
16-17 S-Sun
23 Sat
22-24 F-Sun
23-24 S-Sun
24 Sun
31 Sun

Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
Formula 1 Spielberg, Austria
PCA Club Race, Monticello Motor Club
Formula 1 Silverstone
LAR Zone 8 Concours
GGR DE, Thunderhill
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
GGR Club Race, Laguna Seca
PCA Club Race, Brainerd
Formula 1 Budapest, Hungary
Formula 1 Hockenheimring

August 2016
6 Sat
			
6 Sat
5-7 F-Sun
6 Sat
14 Sun
19 Fri
19-21 F-Sun
19-21 F-Sun
21 Sun
27 Sat
28 Sun
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Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
PCA Club Race, Mosport
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
Pomona Swap Meet
Werks Reunion, Carmel by the Sea
Rolex Laguna Seca Motorsports Reunion
PCA Club Race, NJMP
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
Formula 1 Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium

September 2016
3 Sat
			
3 Sat
3-4 S-Sun
3-5 Th-Sun
4 Sun
7-11 Th-Sat
10-11 S-Sun
17 Sat
17-18 S-Sun
18 Sun
23-25 F-Sun
24 Sat
24 Sat
25 Sun

Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
GGR/PCA DE/Club Race, Thunderhill
PCA Club Race, Road America
Formula 1 Monza
Treffen North America, Squaw Creek, CA
PCA Club Race, High Plains Raceway
CCC Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
PCA Club Race, Miller Motorsports Park
Formula 1 Singapore
PCA Club Race, Summit Point
CCC Zone 8 Autocross, Santa Maria Airport
Riverside Region Timeline, Arrowhead
LVR Zone 8 Concours

October 2015
1 Sat
			
1 Sat
1-2 S-Sun
2 Sun
8 Sat
8 Sat
9 Sun
9 Sun
9 Sun
			
10 Mon
10 Sun
15-16 S-Sun
21-23 F-Sun
23 Sun
29-30 S-Sun

Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
PCA Club Race, Hallett
Formula 1 Sepang, Malaysia
AZ DE, Arizona Motorsports Park
SAR Autocross, Central Arizona College
Formula 1 Suzuka, Japan
SBR Zone 8 Concours
GPX PCA DE Instructor Training
& Instructor Fun Day — Streets of Willow
GPX Day Away from Work DE (clockwise)17		
Pomona Swap Meet
SDR DE/TT, Chuckwalla
PCA Club Race, Daytona
Formula 1 COTA, Austin, Texas
GGR DE with NASA, Sonoma

November 2016
5 Sat
			
5 Sat
6 Sun
12-13 S-Sun
12-13 S-Sun
12-13 S-Sun
13 Sun
18 Fri
19 Sat
19 Sat
20 Sun
27 Sun

Breakfast Club —
Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
GPX Board Meeting after Breakfast
Formula 1 Mexico City
SDR TT & PCA CLub Race CR, Buttonwillow
SAR DE, Inde Motorsports Ranch
PCA Club Race, Motorsports Ranch
Formula 1 Brazilian Grand Prix
LA Auto Show PCA Breakfast
Tech Tactics West, Ontario
AZ DE, Wild Horse Pass
Zone 8 President's Meeting
Formula 1 Abu Dhabi
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INFORMATION
GPX
Zone 8
PCA National
PCNA
Porsche AG

GrandPrixRegion.com
Zone8.org
PCA.org
US.Porsche.com/national
Porsche.com

EDITORIAL POLICY: THE CIRCUIT is the official publication of the GRAND PRIX REGION of the
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA. Statements appearing in THE CIRCUIT are those of the author and
are not necessarily the opinions of the CLUB or its editorial staff. The Editor reserves the right to edit
all material submitted for publication. Permission to reprint any material herein is granted providing full
credit is given to the authors and THE CIRCUIT, with the exception of copyrighted material.
ADDRESS CHANGE: Please notify GPX Membership Chair and PCA (PO Box 5900, Springfield, VA
22150 or Admin@PCA.org ) of any address, email, phone or membership status changes.
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From The President's Desk
We just finished another great weekend at the California
Festival of Speed 2016 at Auto Club Speedway. I am already
looking forward to volunteering for this event again next
year and hopefully every year.
My job is Traffic Control. This year we had many dedicated
volunteers to help out as part of the team. Overall it takes
approximately 300 volunteers to do all of the jobs for the
three days of the Festival. We had volunteers from all over
Zone 8, as well as other PCA Zones, and even some nonPorsche friends and family.
The weather was mostly cooperative. Even though there was
a forecast of rain all three days, it only drizzled on and off.
We had great food from some LA food trucks and a terrific
Vendor’s Row. We welcomed back three Porsche dealerships:
Walter’s Porsche, Porsche San Diego and Rusnak Porsche
Pasadena. We were thrilled to have them at the Festival once
more. Vendor's Row also included wonderful and exciting
vendors like Tarett Engineering and Vision Motorsports, our
two newest sponsors for the West Coast Series of PCA Club
Racing.
And of course, there were three days of fabulous wheel-towheel racing with POC and PCA joining together on the
track for fantastic competition. Over 100 Porsche Club
Racing drivers participated in this instance of the PCA West
Coast Series. The Time Trial competition continued the
march towards the end of the year awards in the Zone 8.
There were some exciting challenges in timing as the drivers
prepared for the timed runs on Sunday afternoon.
On another note, I was reading Cory Farley’s article in the
March 21 issue of Autoweek. His article talks about some of
the autonomous features on new cars such as self-parking,
rev matching, etc. The caption under the photo accompanying the column says “Sure, teched-out cars like VW’s e-Golf
can parallel park for you, but now there are drivers who
can’t, well, parallel park.” I bring this up because as Porsche
owners, and members of PCA, we are enthusiasts. I know
that everyone who buys a Porsche or other brand of sports
car is not necessarily an enthusiast. But we are. I’ll tie all this
together shortly.
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Last Saturday morning, I met a good friend of mine who has
a “Super Car.” Every couple of weeks we take a fun, legal,
spirited drive through the Santa Monica Mountains. We
drive some of the same roads that we take our members on
with our Tours. I had the top down on my Boxster. As we
drove up into the hills and shifted through the gears, selecting the appropriate gear for each turn and trying to avoid the
brake pedal, I could hear the sound of our engines bouncing off the canyon walls. My friend was following me, even
though his car is probably twice as quick as mine. About
four or five miles in, we pulled off in a turnout. We talked
about how much fun we were having enjoying our drive.
This is the very reason I own this car - to “drive” it and
enjoy it. I put the word “drive” in quotes for a reason.
That article got me to thinking. Are we, as enthusiasts, a
dying breed? Will the day come when people won’t be able
to experience the pleasure of actually “driving” their car?
They say that our cars are an extension of our personality.
Does that mean that the autonomous, self-driving vehicle
of the future will take all the fun out of getting from point
A to point B? Or just being able to have a fun drive on the
twisties? As it is now, there is a large segment of the driving
population that doesn’t know how to drive a manual shift
car. Can you imagine not knowing how to parallel park?
I bring this up not to be negative or fatalistic. I bring it up
because I want to express how much I appreciate the ability
to drive, to drive a fun car, and to be a member of a great
club of like minds. We are very lucky that we can get together every month for a club breakfast and spend time with our
fellow members. We have great events as well. I look forward
to the driving tours for that reason. That just happens to be
my niche.
Food for thought, perhaps?

Grand Prix Region
Presents
View the Universe through
Mount Wilson Observatory’s
Historic 60-inch Telescope
May 14, 2016 – Sunset to 1:00 A.M.

Mount Wilson Observatory’s 60-inch telescope saw first light in 1908. Funded by Andrew Carnegie, the telescope was
the world’s largest until the Mount Wilson 100-inch was completed in 1918. During the WWI years, Harlow Shapley used
it to overturn the long accepted view that the sun was at the center of our Milky Way Galaxy. Shapley used the great light
gathering power of the 60-inch to show that our solar system is instead half way out toward the edge of our Galaxy. The
telescope was a workhorse instrument for astronomy for over half a century and used by astronomical luminaries such
as Edwin Hubble, Walter Baade and Allan Sandage to unravel the secrets of stars and galaxies.
Today, the 60-inch is the largest telescope in the world devoted entirely to public viewing of astronomical objects. Its
large light collecting mirror and the exquisite skies over Mount Wilson provide an unrivaled and unique experience.
The Porsche Club – Grand Prix Region is pleased to announce that we have reserved a very special evening of viewing
at the historic Mt. Wilson Observatory 60-inch telescope. Due to popular demand, we are returning for our second visit.
We are limited to the number of people that can attend a viewing session, so space is at a premium. If you are interested, please register as soon as possible. Registration opens April 4, 2016 and closes on May 6,2016. Attendees will
be chosen on a first come first served basis, and there will be a waiting list. Minimum age for attendance is 12 years old.

For more detailed information and Registration for this
event go to: msreg.com/GPXMWO60-2016
Date: May 14, 2016
Time: Sunset to 1:00 A.M.
Cost: $50.00 per person

I hope to see you around the region soon.
“Fly low and avoid the radar”

For more information please contact:
Jeff Peck - 310-345-8081 - jbpeck@pacbell.net

Jeff
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Porsche provides the cars, we provide the fun!

I know it's not news that April is a busy month for many.
I'm no exception. The April issue was a bit late, but I think
we are back on track with May. It's only appropriate I talk
about a couple of Editor-related changes. Print Solutions
Provider, the printer for The Circuit, decided to get out of
the paper printing (they still do fabric printing) business at
the end of March. Our contact at PSP, Gerhard Fehrman,
moved to a different printing company in Anaheim. Around
that same time Tom Brown, our former Zone 8 rep and now
the California Festival of Speed Chair, was working with
another printing company for CFoS materials. He was happy
with their work and pricing. So, I got quotes from both
printers. Innovative Printing Solutions, the vendor Tom was
using, gave us a price for full-color that is very little more
than what we had been paying for half of the pages in color
with PSP.
The Board of Directors approved using IPS. I would like to
express my personal appreciation to Gerhard. Working with
him while he was at PSP was a pleasure. Gerhard, you are
always welcome at our events.
For those of you who read The Circuit on-line, you may
notice the organization of the magazine changing. Having
color available on every printed page removes a significant
constraint on the layout. If your habit is to read the printed
version, then you may notice not only the change in organization, but also a much nicer looking magazine.
On page 26 you will find our first notice of Treffen Lake
Tahoe. For some time now there has been a yearly national
PCA event called Escape. Most of the planning and execution for Escape was done by the regions. It was a daunting
task for an all-volunteer group. PCA national has now replaced Escape with Treffen. National has also taken a much
larger role in Treffen. I attended Escape 2015 and had a great
time. Treffen Lake Tahoe promises to be every bit as good.
Maybe we can get a group of GPX members together for it!
It could be a great road trip. Pay attention in the next few
weeks. Registration information is due out soon.
I neglected to mention last month that we have a new advertiser in The Circuit. Dave McClintock, a GPX member,
is the Branch Manager and a Mortgage Advisor for Pinnacle
6

Capital Mortgage Corporation in Torrance. Dave's contact
information is shown in his ad on page 23. Please consider
Pinnacle for your mortgage needs. Thank you for your support, Dave!
Everyone I have asked likes having photos in The Circuit labeled with the subject's name. Similarly, everyone I've talked
to confesses to being poor at recalling names. Jimmie Mitchell does a tremendous job every month naming Breakfast
Club photos. I'm sure he's become pretty good at recognizing
regular attendees through practice. We often try to use the
sign-in sheet to figure out photos, as well. Frequently we fail.
The challenge to identify tour participants, after the fact,
is even greater. Please help us by wearing a name tag at all
our events. If you see someone without one, offer to get one
for them. Maybe you will make a new acquaintance! Often
those without name tags are new to GPX. Taking an interest
in knowing their names will undoubtedly make them feel
more welcome - a trait for which GPX is well known.

Bob
On The Cover...
The 15th California Festival of Speed, held April 8-10,
was a rousing success! GPX member Stephen Krupnick
captured the image on
THE
the cover as drivers were
making their way out to
the track. Family and
friends were able to experience PCA Club Racing
and DE/TT events close
up. It was not only the
"Largest Porsche event in
the Southwest", it was the
best! Read Skip Carter's
article about it on page 8.
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California Festival of Speed XV
by Skip Carter
photos by Stephen Krupnick, John Perchulyn, Greg Phillips and Ted Lighthizer
April 8-11 had us back at the Auto Club Speedway in
Fontana for our fifteenth (that's 1...5) California Festival of
Speed (ask me how I know).
I want to start off by saying that, in my opinion (and it
seems to be the consensus), this was the smoothest running
Festival we've produced, with the possible exception of our
first one in 2002.
There have been several personnel changes at the top in
the last couple of years. First, the original visionary of the
event, Ron Mistak, stepped down as event co-chair along
with Michael Dolphin. As Zone Rep, Tom Brown stepped
up to become the overall Festival Chair which left Vince
Knauf as the last of the three co-chairs operating as the Club
Race Chair. Vince had a very significant medical issue late
last year which forced him to retire from the event. Cecelia
Knauf, who had been the event registrar from the second
event in 2003, retired with Vince.
Vince's responsibilities were picked up by Tom. Cecelia's role
as Club Race Registrar was covered by Suesan Way Carter,
who had worked in Credentials with Cecelia for the last ten
years. Cathy Young was also part of the registration team.
Getting back to Vince for a second, I'm happy to report that
Vince is recovering nicely from his surgery and was able
to spend Saturday with us at the event. He has also run a
8

recent autocross on his way back to the track. We're looking
forward to driving with him again sometime this year.
One of the main things that made this year's event run so
smoothly was that, for the first time in recent years, we had
volunteers to cover all of the needed positions and, in fact,
had volunteers in reserve. This made such a tremendous
difference. Instead of having to scramble to cover a gate
position if a volunteer didn't show up, or any of the other
problems of being short handed, our volunteers showed up,
got trained (often doing the training), and did the job. We
do hold one person responsible for the state of volunteers at
this year's Festival, Janice Witteried. Janice took over the
Volunteer Coordinator job when her husband, David Witteried, became our Zone 8 Representative. I'm sure you all
have heard from Janice with her solicitations to come help.
Her efforts and abilities were the difference!!!
Just to be clear... WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS. Key volunteers (those of us who start showing up on Wednesday or
Thursday and work the entire event) do get our hotel rooms
covered, which certianly helps. Other than that, the smiles
of all the drivers and other participants and visitors are more
than adequate compensation for what we do. I couldn't for
the life of me tell you why it works that way, but it does. If
you haven't seen it yet, the recent phrase we've seen used by
PCA national is "PCA: Fueled by Volunteers."

The performance driving part of Festival is divided roughly
in half between the Club Racers and the DE/Time Trailers. Robert Baizer and Jack Miller manage the DE/TT part,
while the Club Race is managed by Tom Brown. There are
people responsible for volunteers, vendor row, sponsors and
advertisers, track tours, garage and parking assignments,
traffic control, the grid, race control, track workers, the mini
autocross, swap meet and a few others I'm sure I've left out.
As happened two years ago, the Porsche Owners Club joined
us, with many of their drivers getting PCA Club Racing
licenses and many others driving in the DE/Time Trial. It
was great having them on the track.
There are plenty of things for non-drivers to do, besides
walking the pits, checking out the race cars and talking to
the drivers and crew members. The slot car track is always
one of the most crowded spots on Vendor Row. The track
simulators are also very popular. Linda Cobarrubias is the
event treasurer, and my sister, Connie Anderson, does a tremendous amount of work, including sourcing and contracting the event hotel, arranging for water and ice delivery, golf
cart rental, Friday and Saturday night dinners, handling cash
for credentials, banking, developing accounting procedures
and things I'm sure I don't even know about.
Something new this year was the Teenage Survival School
conducted in the Autocross lot on Sunday. This is a great

program sponsored by the Tire Rack. Several PCA regions
around the country host these events. I don't have to tell
you that the first few years of driving are the most incident
prone. This program is designed to train our young drivers
and keep them out of accidents.
The crowds this year did not match what we had in 2015.
While they were not bad, the rain and threat of more rain
kept the numbers down. In the end it rained enough to make
things interesting (speaking as a driver), but not enough to
significantly affect the event, although drivers who did not
have rain tires were certainly handicapped at times.
One of my favorite things was the Satuday afternoon Hay
Ride. This is a track walk conducted by our Zone 8 Chief
Driving Instructor, Scott Mann. Scott is a previous Indycar driver and a professional driving coach (among other
things). When the track goes cold, we loaded up a truck
and trailer (with people) and spent an hour, or more, slowly
looking at the different turns and aspects of the race track.
Getting out on the banking and seeing just where the most
traction is (the roughest asphalt) and the least traction is
certainly important if you are driving near the limit of
adhesion (or it is raining). We spent a good amount of time
discussing different lines for dry versus wet conditions. This
is something you just can't do at speed on the track. I find it
invaluable and Scott is a master at it.
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Wow, this article got to be longer than I thought it would be. There is certainly a lot more I
could say and there certainly was a lot of good track excitement. We heard lots of great things
from our volunteers. Very much appreciated was that so many of the volunteers said to make
sure and schedule them in for next year. Believe you me, Janice will not forget to do that!!!

Isabella Busalacchi was driving her rookie PCA Club Race.
She drove a smooth, clean event
and in the end received the Race
Tech Rookie Racer award
Sean Neel and Robert Murillo competing in Spec 911. Should be a good
year for that class (right)
Dennis Power leading a group through the
playground (above)

Steve Parker and Vision Motorsports, Dwain Dement

There was plenty to look at, on the
track, in the garages in the parking
lots and on Vendor Row
The starting grid (below)
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One of the most popular spots on Vendor Row the race simulators (gee, I wonder why?)

Festival Chair Tom Brown

Traffic Control volunteers Denise Michael and Don Dagert

One of the favorite food trucks the hand tossed pizza wagon

Two of the hardest working volunteers in the Credentials
building - Betsy Wadman and Patty Reilly

Jon Firestone

Greg Fullmer

Depicted in these two photos is the group who went out for the "Hay Ride" Saturday as soon as the track went
cold. Scott Mann gave a ninety minute discussion of the track - grip, wet versus dry line, etc.

Zone 8 CDI Scott Mann, Zone 8 Rep
David Witteried and Skip Carter

Erik Burkhardt

Connie Anderson and Suesan Way Carter

Volunteer Coordinator Janice Witteried

DE/Time Trial co-chair Robert Baizer

You just never know who you will see at
this event - Magnus Walker in this case
Media Coordinator John Perchulyn

David Hockett, Alan Johnson
Glenn Nichols, Claude Mitchell

April
Breakfast Club

Bruce Caulkin, Richard Simpson
photos by Jimmie Mitchell

April 2nd saw another good turnout for our Breakfast Club. We welcomed two new members, Kevin Vilensky and Michael
Elario, with official GPX coffee mugs. (Coffee really does taste better from the GPX mugs.) Not a new member, but a first-time
attendee, David Witteried, our Zone 8 Rep and his wife, Janice, joined us for breakfast and the Board Meeting. Dick Douglass
organized a "Cone Zone" of preferred parking for a selected Porsche model each month. April saw the first instance. As you can
see in the picture above, six 993 owners provided a nice lineup in the parking lot. For the May meeting it's 996's!

David Witteried - Zone 8 Rep

Who, Tom Scorer, Janice Witteried

50-50 winner Claude Mitchell
GPX Pres Jeff Peck

Marty Goldsmith, Martin Rodriguez, Michael Dolphin

Mark Murphy & Lena Taylor

Joe and Georgette
Jankowski
Don Dagert,
Bob Hechtman,
Jim Lenahan

Door Prize Winners - Gary Nila, John Kunkle, Patty Reilly, Joe Rusz, Bruce Brown, Arturo Chaparro,
Tom Scorer, Kevin Vilensky, Mike Permautier, Lena Taylor & Mark Murphy, Who

Breakfast Club

Investment Property
Insurance
For Car Enthusiasts Like You

concluded

Includes: Property - Loss of Rents - General Liability
(Samples below - and we can insure any size building)

Tom Scorer -'96

Apartment Buildings

Office Buildings

Industrial Buildings

$2,535 per year, 8 units

$2,650 per year, 10K SF

$1,700 Per year, 10K SF

no claims, 5K deductible

$5K deductible

$5K deductible

Rene Cortez -'97

The Cone Zone
993's

From SINGLE BUILDINGS to LARGE PORTFOLIOS, big and small, we insure them all!

Quoting Process
Jennifer Trovato - '95

Your Pit Crew

Omar Menchavez - '97

Complete and fax/email the following
_________________________
Name

___________________________ (_____)_______________
Email
Phone

______________________________________________________________________________
Property Address
_______________________
Apartment/Office/Industrial
Bruce Talamon - '97

Tom Burns - '97

PORSCHE ALLEY
CONE ZONE
For

________
Year Built

Email to: tom@stanburns.com

______
Stories

_________
Sq. footage

______
# Units

___________
Monthly Rent

Fax: 310-618-6983 Ph: 800-491-7655 X 114

“…..where the BUSINESS of insurance is PERSONAL”
www.stanburns.com

Lic#0548256

The Circuit

FREE at your App Store get:
"Long Beach and Los Altos Homes"
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Living The American Dream
This month GPX is going to include a tech session at
Walter's Porsche as part of a tour. It's
not our first visit to Walter's. During a
previous visit the staff introduced their
owner, Walter Kienle, who talked to us
about the beginnings of his automotive
group (Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, and
Audi). He emphasized that he always
described himself as a mechanic, not an
auto dealer, not a businessman (although
he is obviously both of those). His story
Walter Kienle
fascinated me and I resolved to find out
more about how all this came to be.

by Marty Goldsmith

supplies of parts and information and in 1965 M-B asked
him to become an authorized sales and service agent. He
built a dealership and had early success, selling ten cars in
his first month. That business eventually moved to the land
now occupied by the Porsche dealership.

In all, Walter told me that there are about 260 employees in
his group. His son is the General Manager, relieving Walter
of most of the day-to-day operation. As we strolled through
the buildings, Walter seemed to know everyone, greeted everyone, and he told me that most employees have been with
the company for a long time. It seemed a lot like family.

After returning home I contacted his staff and requested an
interview with Mr. Kienle. My request was quickly granted
and a week or so later I went out to Riverside. Mr. Kienle
soon greeted me and we walked across the street to the Mercedes store, where he keeps his office. We started to talk and,
literally, we talked for hours. His is a marvelous story, one of
creating and living the American dream.
It began in post-war Germany, in the area of Stuttgart
(Swabia), where he was trained in the German school and
apprentice system as a tool and die maker. This began at the
age of 14. His interests in automotive mechanics grew and
after finishing his training he emigrated in 1948 and went
to live with two older sisters in Reading, PA. He worked as a
mechanic, but his life was interrupted suddenly. The Korean
War started and young Walter realized that he had to register for the draft. By September 1950 he was still a mechanic,
but in Korea maintaining tanks. Being very skilled, he rose
rapidly in rank, achieving the rank of Sergeant First Class,
and completed his term of service, returning to New York.
There he opened a shop in Queens servicing mostly foreign
cars which were starting to enter the US in greater numbers.
During his military service he was stationed at Fort Irwin
and passed through March Field thus becoming familiar
with the Riverside area. In 1961 he moved to Riverside and
opened an independent garage. There were local foreign car
dealers and they sold very little, but Walter had a good business servicing and repairing foreign cars. Mercedes owners
formed a good share of his clientele and in 1962 he became
an authorized M-B service agency. The local M-B dealership
was owned by the Buick dealer and M-B got short shrift,
with sales of about 3 cars per year. Walter had formed direct
links to the M-B organization in order to assure adequate
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Both the Porsche and Audi facilities are completely up to
date and house remarkable inventories of all the regular offerings plus a generous sampling of the exotics featured by
both marques. Riverside may be a smaller community but
there is nothing small town about these two dealerships.
Across the street the M-B facility is truly remarkable. The
showroom is very elegant and very large. It too has all the
standard lines, but also the AMG and other special vehicles.
The service building is mind-boggling, with four long rows
of service bays - there are sixty slots. Each station is fully
equipped with essentially identical tool chests and instruments so that each mechanic is provided with all the special
tools and equipment they might need, all provided by the
company. It is just gigantic.

But he still describes himself as a mechanic and takes a deep
interest in the service side of the business. Like most old-

time mechanics, he misses the need for mechanics to use
their own senses to analyze a mechanical problem, rather
than banks of computers. He misses the fine hand work of
rebuilding mechanisms, rather than replacing a whole assembly. This attitude reflects itself in the latest dealership award
on the wall, that for quality of repair. His attitude is that if
you are a trench-digger, try to be the best trench-digger in
the world.
As we wound down, Walter asked me to join him for lunch,
so we went to a nearby restaurant, plain and simple, and
continued to chat over our meal. It turns out that we shared
some common interests in our lives: boating and cruising,
skiing, fishing, and family things, as well as matters automotive. He emphasized the importance of children, one's own
as well as others. As we walked back through the showroom he pointed out some balloon-and-ribbon displays. He
expressed his dislike of such décor in auto showrooms, but
pointed out that these displays were about a fundraiser for
the Loma Linda Children's Hospital and that was OK.
Now, reflect on the title of this piece. Is Walter's life not the
American Dream? He is a man worth knowing - auto dealer,
businessman, mechanic, gentleman.

Walter breaking ground for the original M-B dealership
Walter had worked on early Porsches, including 356s and
the race cars. He also had some of the earliest 911s. He
always wanted to be a Porsche dealer but there was another
not very successful one locally. It had a succession of owners. It was not until 1992 that the local dealer was phased
out by Porsche and Walter bought the business. He told me
that the volume went from perhaps 10 cars a year to 30 cars
per month within a few years. Later he bought land across
the street from his M-B showroom and built a new complex
there. The old M-B buildings became the Porsche store. In
2004 he bought the Audi franchise and brought it to his
growing complex.
Until recently the automotive group consisted of the new
M-B showroom and shops and, across the street, a rebuilt
structure housing the Porsche and Audi showrooms. This
structure also included a large service facility with Audi at
one end and Porsche at the other. The roof of the building served as parking for inventory and service cars. Now
Walter’s has built a new Porsche complex around the corner.
The old Porsche space will be incorporated into the Audi
dealership.

The Riverside Tour
May 28, 2016







Meet in Corona to group up for the short drive to Walter’s
991.2 overview and refreshments at Walter’s Porsche
Lunch at The Mission Inn
Tour of the Mission Inn
Buffet lunch with the group on the patio is limited to first 30 to sign up

Registration & more details at pcagpx.motorsportreg.com
Or contact Alan Johnson 562-305-8002 alantheinspector@verizon.net
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Membership Report
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May Anniversaries
39 years
24 years
23 years
21 years
20 years
13 years
Hazell Hofsess

Charles Harrell

Albert Franco

Bill & Sheila Burris
Peter & Eileen Rech
Satoshi & Karen Mayeda
Keith & Jake Hoffnagle
Lynn Bugg & Johnny Hunt
Tyrone & Angela Moore
Joe & Tatyana Skevin
12 years Rob & Joyce Ukropina
10 years Bill & Beeber Clevenger
Johnny & Jake Wetzstein
9 years Henry Fella & Sara Woodeward
Albert Franco
8 years Manos & Athan Athanassiou
Tony & Rebecca Ferreira
Hazel Hofsess & Marilyn Gale
Brett & Sarah Mohr
Siegfried & Nellie Roller
7 years Jim & Susan Lenahan
Bob & Alice Myrtle
6 years Charles & Karen Harrell
Michael King
Linda & Mike Nolasco
5 years Eddie & Loree Swanenburg
Rod Williams
2 years Kevin & Robert Reinhardt
1 year
James Gambit & Tammy Murray
Andrew Lee
Ben Mitchell
Raymond Quon
Craig Vittitoe

Tony Ferreira

Johnny Hunt

Jim & Susan Lenahan

Loree & Eddie Swanenburg

Lynn Bugg

Sigfried & NellieRoller

Henry Fella

May New Members — Transfers In
Manos Athanassiou

Wil Morrise
Martin Reed

2016 Cayenne S E-Hybrid
2016 911 Carrera 4 GTS
Bill & Beeber Clevenger

Rod Williams

Linda & Mike Nolasco

Joyce & Rob Ukropina

GPX
GOODIE STORE
Great selection of completely
new items
credit cards - cash - checks
See you at our next Breakfast
Club Meeting
Ludmila Osipova - Goodie
Store Manager
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Bret Mohr

Sheila & Bill Burris

Joe & Tatyana Skevin

Avery & Tyrone Moore

Polish and Protection
Keeping your car’s paint looking like new with minimal
or no swirls and scratches is possible with today’s tools and
products. With a dual action polisher and a quality polish
and buffing pad you can give your car’s paint a mirror-like
finish. I will explain the differences between compounding,
polishing, and paint protection and give some insight on
polishers and buffing pads. Lastly I will go over the basics of
polishing and protecting your Porsche.
Compounding is using a heavy abrasive polish to remove
the paint’s imperfections. There are different levels of aggressiveness in compounds. The more aggressive the compound
the more correction or cut. Compounding is typically the
first step when working on a car with moderate to heavy
swirls, holograms and scratches. Basically it levels out the imperfections by removing microscopic layers of the clear coat.
Polishing is done after compounding to remove any haze
and give the paint that clarity and shine after compounding.
It’s known as the second step in most details. It’s a less aggressive polish with minimal abrasives. If the car has minimal to moderate swirls, holograms and scratches this can be
the only step. There are a number of one step polishes on the
market that will compound and polish all in one step. Not
ideal, but can save lots of work and time if done properly.
Protect the paint from water, bird droppings, fallout, UV,
etc. with waxes, sealants and coatings. Over the past couple
years sealants and coatings have been replacing waxes since
they are more durable, give better protection and offer glasslike finishes. Coatings are the newest to the market and can
give 6 months to 3 years of protection. Not only do they
protect from water and fallout but they also protect the paint
from swirls and scratches. They are a popular choice
for high end car enthusiasts.

by Mark Aguirre owner/operator of Epic Auto Detailing
www.EpicAutoDetailing.com and GPX member

jewel, finish, etc. Compounding pads are denser than polishing or finishing pads. The denser they are the more they cut
and correct paint (remove imperfections). There are several
foam pad manufactures with all different sizes and colors.
Foam pads are a popular choice for professional detailers and
the do-it-yourselfer. Microfiber pads are well known for
their cutting ability when used with a DA polisher. There
are pads that can be used from start to finish like foam pads,
but ultimately foam pads are best for polishing and finishing.
One step polishing is a good choice for your first detail
job as it does not require multiple steps like compounding,
polishing and finishing. It’s simply one step that does the
correction, polishing and finishing at the same time followed
up with a hand applied paint protection. Best used on newer
cars, daily drivers, and used cars where that paint is in good
to average condition (light to moderate swirl marks, holograms and scratches).
1. Wash car thoroughly
2. Clay car - a simple 15-20 minute process. Apply a lubricant to the paint a section at a time, scrub with a clay bar or
auto scrub. Claying removes contaminants and smooths the
paint surface - a must before using a polisher. Meguiar’s and
Mothers make clay kits that come with the lubricant and
instructions.
3. Tape off rubber, chrome strips and plastic trim, etc. to
protect it from the buffer and polish. The figure below shows
areas that should be taped off. 3M makes detail automobile
tape that sticks easily and leaves no residue.

Machines for polishing, for many years, have been
high speed rotary polishers. Over the past few years
dual action polishers are becoming the new go to for
professional detailers as they are more effective at
removing paint imperfections and remove less clear
coat. Flex and Rupes are known for their dual action
polishers. High speed rotary polishers are not recommend for the do-it-yourselfer as they can easily damage paint if the user is not properly trained. They are
known to cause holograms and easily burn paint when
used improperly. Many car wash detailers and bucket
brigade detailers are known for this.
Pads for buffing are made of three materials. Wools pads
are the most aggressive and are used mainly to compound
and cut paint. Foam pads can be used to compound, polish,
24

4. Choose a quality one step polish and buffing pad.
Since Porsche factory paint is soft you want to use a med-

May 2016

mild polish with a med-mild buffing pad. There are a number of one step polishes and pads on the market, so choosing
what to use can be confusing. To make this simple here are
my recommendsations.
Polish: Sonax Profiline Perfect Finish, or
Sonax Profiline Ex 04-06
These both clean, compound (light to moderate) & polish

until the entire vehicle is polished. Leave the bumpers for last
as they have the most imperfections and require a little more
work.
d. As you finish each section of the car (hood, roof, trunk,
door panel, etc.) be sure to check for excess polish and double
check the entire section was polished.

Pads:

Buff and Shine Flat DA Orange Pad (med cut), 5.5"
Buff and Shine Flat DA Green Pad (polishing), 5.5"
DRC 1000 Pro Series Green Pad (light cut) 5.25"
All these pads work well.It’s best to have at least two medium
cutting pads and two polishing pads to start.
5. You will also need a polisher. There are several dual action polishers on the market to choose from. Flex is considered one of the best. I recommend the Flex 3401 Dual
Action Orbital polisher with a 4 3/8 backing plate. If budget
is an issue, Meguiar’s MT300 Dual Action Polisher (with a
5” backing plate) will work for most light to moderate buffing jobs.
6. Before you start polishing have a spray bottle with water,
a few microfiber polishing towels, your polish and a buffing
pad attached to the polisher.

Car hood before polishing

7. Start with the hood then move to the roof and back deck
then the sides. Use a sturdy, non-slip platform to stand on
when working on the roof.
8. Polisher Prep
a. Lightly mist buffing pad with water and run polisher to
moisten entire pad.
b. Now apply 4-5 med dots of polish to the pad.
c. Set Flex 3401 Dual Action Orbital polisher to speed 4-5.
If using a Meguiar’s MT 300 Dual Action Polisher set to
maximum or near maximum speed.
9. Polish in 1'x 1' sections at a time.
a. Apply moderate pressure. Crosshatch by going down left to right
then back up in the opposite direction right to left. A total of 6 passes
(3 passes in each direction). Overlap
all passes.
b. After working the 1'x1' section with 6 passes, remove
excess polish by wiping with a microfiber polishing towel.
Fold towel into fours and wipe with whole hand with even,
moderate pressure.
c. Once done wiping, reload pad with 2-3 small dots of
polish and polish the next 1'x1' section. Repeat this process

Car hood after polishing
e. After polishing and wiping are complete, remove the
masking tape and clean up any residue. If using quality
automotive masking tape there should be little to no tape
residue, but there will be some polish residue. You can spray
with distilled water or Meguiar’s Last Touch. Last Touch is
designed to clean up a car after polishing.
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Coatings and sealants are the final step. My recommendations are

May 2016

●● Gtecniq C2V3- Liquid spray on coating that gives your
car up to 8 months of protection. Lightly spray on, wipe
and spread with microfiber towel. Best used if diluted 1
part water and 3 parts C2V3.
●● Optimum Opti -Liquid spray on sealer that gives you
months of protection. Spray on and spread over surface
with a foam applicator pad.
●● Permanon - Liquid spray on coating gives your car
months of protection. Spray on, let product drip and
spread, then wipe with microfiber towel. I highly recommend this product as we use it on Air Force One and
other jets at Boeing Field. It’s a great product for cars,
boats, jets and motorcycles. It’s a concentrate that’s diluted and best applied with a small pressure sprayer.
Closely follow the manufacture's prep instructions.
The chemicals and tools discussed can be purchased from
most online auto detail supply stores or Amazon. If you have
any questions, feel free ask me at the next GPX Breakfast
Club. I’m here to help. Next month I will cover coatings in
more detail.

Introducing Treffen North America, experiencing
®

America’s best roads and destinations. Join the
Porsche Club of America and Sierra Nevada Region
for the inaugural event: Treffen Lake Tahoe—
three days of driving, dining and exploring.

TREFFEN
LAKE TAHOE

September 7-11, 2016
Resort at Squaw Creek
Olympic Valley, CA

For program information
and registration details,
see the Treffen website:

treffen.pca.org
or e-mail the Treffen
North America staff at:

treffen@pca.org
PHOTO COURTESY TAHOE SOUTH/ R.DAHNOUN
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Book Reviews for Porschephiles

Bruce Herrington

by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region

PROFESSOR PORSCHE'S WARS, the secret life of legendary engineer
Ferdinand Porsche who armed two belligerents through four decades
			by Karl Ludvigsen
			 Published in 2015 by Pen & Sword Books, Ltd, South Yorkshire, England
Most Porschephiles will recognize Karl Ludvigsen's name
as the author of many detailed and accurate books on the
technical aspects of Porsche automobiles. Many will recognize the frontispiece photo of Professor Porsche looking
down through a steering wheel. This book covers a period
of Professor Porsche's life glossed over by books dealing
with Porsche sports cars, most of which were built after the
Professor's death.

a specified ammo capacity. There
is an interesting thread of 'palace
intrigues' over wartime contracts.
Porsche was in charge of the VW
works and, if no VWs were to be
built, he had to find some product
to keep his 6,000 workers paid. Of course other companies
wanted the same contracts.

The very readable narrative contains an immense amount
of specific detail with many pictures inserted into the text,
some of which come from WWI and earlier. Included are some surprising pictures of
Professor Porsche with Hitler and a picture of
Hitler's Luftwaffe Chief, Hermann Goering,
being taught (by Ferry Porsche) how to drive
his gift 'VW' with Professor Porsche in the
back seat.

PROFESSOR PORSCHE'S WARS portrays the Professor
as clearly indifferent to the practicality of the equipment he
designed, as applied to the military's needs
in combat. Similarly, Hitler is shown as having a particular fascination with the design
and development of military equipment, as
distinct from the design and development of
an effective military strategy.

PROFESSOR PORSCHE'S WARS does not
show a new facet of Porsche's life. It does deal
with a not well known period in the life of an
ingenious and very thorough design engineer. New insight is given into the beneficial
original intentions of the VW program and
the corruption behind the imprisonment of
Porsche by the French.
Porsche is never shown as a warrior but instead as a technically focused, possibly even anti-military, design engineer.
In WWI he did design tug vehicles intended to haul heavy
guns but his aircraft engine was designed for civilian flight
even if it did become the dominant engine of the air war.
Along the way he designed his own carburetor to ensure
consistent mixture regardless of the plane's climb/descent/
banking orientation. Those were different times – Porsche's
redesigned inline 6 aircraft engine, hailed as an achievement
in lightness, weighed 'only' 640 pounds while producing
185HP.
For WWII Porsche did design many tanks and artillery
weapons but he designed to spec, e.g., a tank to carry a
specified gun, at a specified speed, for a specified range, with
28

One 'secret' described is the personal rapport
between Porsche and Hitler. This created
resistance and animosity in the companies
and officials with whom Porsche dealt but
resulted in numerous personal awards from
The Third Reich. One honorarium, which
was to haunt him later, was a rank in the SS.
All in all, this book gives a very detailed and comprehensive
description of Porsche's design, development, and managerial
work during the period including both World Wars. It is a
most interesting narrative of design challenges as well as his
interactions with competitors, the military establishment and
government bureaucrats. The breadth of Porsche's design
efforts is particularly amazing considering that he had very
little formal technical training and that had been focused on
electricity. A must for Porschephiles interested in Porsche as
more than just the designer of modern sports cars.
PROFESSOR PORSCHE'S WARS consists of 286, 8-1/2 x
11 inch pages, with many black & white illustrations. There
is a bibliography of well over 100 entries and 7 two-column
pages of index. It should be available for $60 from your
favorite bookseller (ask for it) or from http://www.amazon.
com/books

PORSCHE ALLEY
CONE ZONE
For

Each month at Breakfast Club we will reserve a line of prime parking
spaces for selected Porsche models
For May, anyone driving a 996 is invited to park in the Cone Zone.
Show everyone your 996 and enjoy the event!
May
June
July
August

- 996
September - 914
- Boxster (all models) October - 911 ('78 and earlier)
- 964
November - Cayman (all models)
- 356
December - Cayenne, Macan, Panamera

PCA - Grand Prix Region Name Badges
Order yours today!

Thank You

Magnetic attachment - no pin

Light weight

$15.00

Order at the Goodie Store or Mail the Order Form from the
GPX Website at http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429
Designed by Feulner/Greene 2016

Questions? Contact Jeff Peck jbpeck@pacbell.net (310) 345-8081
Your Name Here
2nd line if desired *

31/2" x 11/2"
* e.g., Grand Prix Region
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CLASSIFIED ADS

May 2016
FREE for PCA Members
Send info including a photo
Bob Fulton at editor@gpx.pca.prg

1976 Porsche 911-993 Turbo Race Car
●● Fresh 3.6L motor, Twin dist/plug, +329 hp to rear wheels, 2185 lbs
●● MOTECH, Capable of 1:28:00 @ Willow Springs Raceway
●● Full roll cage, Fire system, Coil-overs, 27 gal Fuel Safe
●● Graphite/carbon fiber, Professionally built, 993 look, Splitters, Rear wing
●● Many more modifications - Race ready/sorted out
●● $48,500 OBO
●● Contact Gary Topal at Factory Werkes (714) 746-4674

Porsche 928 Precision-Built Long Block
●● Heads rebuilt by Ollies Engineering in Santa Ana
●● All OEM Porsche parts - rings, bearings, gaskets
●● On engine stand, wrapped in plastic, in a warehouse, in Huntington Beach
●● NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED, Will throw in a bunch of spares
●● Contact Frank (ex-928 owner) (562) 333-1068 fzanka@gmail.com

Large Selection of Porsche Magazines
●● Christophorus, Panorama, Excellence, and Porsche dating from the early 1980s to the present
●● FREE - Take one or take them all!
●● Located in Costa Mesa
●● Call (714) 545-2755 or email Frank@hausofperformance.com

1998 Porsche 911 Carrera S
●● Tiptronic, Arctic Silver, Black Leather Interior, 42,000 miles
●● Excellent Condition, California Car, Always Garaged, Second Owner since 2001
●● 18 inch Aluminum Turbo Twist Spoke Wheels, Motor Sound Package
●● Lowered to European Specs (M030 Springs), 8-way Adjustable Power Seats
●● CR 210 AM/FM Radio with Remote 6 CD player, Hi-Fi Sound System, $75,000
●● Contact Lyn Zamboni (310) 227-7600 zamboniracing@aol.com

1988 911 Porsche Carrera Targa
●● Casis Red Metallic w/ Black interior
●● All stock with 49,400 orig miles, 2nd owner, Have all paperwork since day one
●● Always garaged, Very clean, New top, Current tags
●● Recently completed Scheduled Major Service
●● Complete with tool kit, compressor & owner's manual
●● XM-capable radio
●● Easy on the eyes, strong & sound, $52,000 - OBO
●● Contact Georgette 909-223-2741 jetjankowski@gmail.com
Various Items from a 1985 Porsche Carrera
●● Harness Bar, no belt loops ($50)
●● Pair of Cobra Racing Seats, narrow ($400)
●● Brown, back seat carpet & sound mat / tan seat cushions ($25)
●● Rear deck/back, brown on top and tan lower portion, with
speakers ($100)
●● Porsche Carrera bra & Stable Energies under-seat fire
extinguisher holder ($50)
●● Brown interior carpet pieces ($50)
●● Lloyd's brown front & rear floor mats and deck mat ($100)
●● Contact jimdellalonga@gmail.com
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JOIN US!

Index of Advertisers

PCA has something for everybody!
Social Events		
Tours & Rallies
On-Track Driving 			
Concours d'elegance 		
Panorama (National Magazine)
The Circuit (GPX Magazine)
All for only $46/yr !

Porsche Parade
Treffen N. America
Member Discounts
Club Racing
Autocross
3000+ Events Annually

Apply Online at PCA.org
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com

Callas Rennsport
18
Children's Dental Health Clinic
31
Circle Porsche
7
Class Auto Center
27
Epic Auto Detailing
18
Factory Werks
27
Jim Lenahan, Berkshire Hathaway
18
LA Porsche Dismantler
23
Pacific Porsche
Back Cover
Pelican Parts		
27
Pinnacle Capital Mortgage
23
Sierra Madre Collection
23
Stan Burns Insurance
17
Walter's Porsche
19

Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

CHECK US OUT!
Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!
First Saturday of each month — 9:00 AM
$14.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages
Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach (562) 756-8520

NEW MEMBERS
receive a free
GPX Coffee Mug

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

Commercial Advertising Rates
Size

Invoiced Quarterly

Size

Business card
40.00/mo
3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page
75.00/mo
3 5/8" x 4 5/8"
Half page
125.00/mo
7 1/2" x 4 5/8"
Full page
200.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position
250.00/mo
4 Color pricing +40%
Full bleed available on half & full page only

Classified Ads

Free to PCA members, including photo

For advertising information, contact:
Skip Carter

619.992.9927

skipcarter@pobox.com
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Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O. Box 2119
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

DATED MATERIAL

Pacific Porsche

LA County’s Only Premier Porsche Dealer
It’s a given that a commitment to excellence — and performance above
industry standards — is expected at a Porsche Dealership. That is our
baseline. As one of the top 25 Porsche Dealers in North America and the
only dealer to receive Premier Porsche Dealer recognition in LA County,
Pacific Porsche is dedicated to routinely go above and beyond these
demands in our devotion to both the Porsche brand and you, our valued
customers. We ‘live and breathe’ Porsche because we know you demand
the very best.

Experience our difference.

Complimentary service loaner car for all service.

424-271-3822 | www.pacificporsche.com

2900 PCH
Torrance, CA. 90505

