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GRAND PRIX REGION &
ZONE 8 CLUB CALENDAR

October 2017
 7 Sat GPX Breakfast at Glory Days Beachside Grill
 7 Sat GPX Board Meeting following breakfast
 15 Sun PCA DE Instructor Training 
 16 Mon GPX Day Away from Work DE
21-22 S-Sun SDR DE/Time Trial, Chckwalla (CW)
 21 Sat GPX Azusa to Graber Olives & Maloof   
   Workshop via Glendora Ridge Road

November 2017
 4 Sat GPX Breakfast at Glory Days Beachside Grill
 4 Sat GPX Board Meeting following breakfast
11-12 S-Sun SDR TT/Club Race, Buttonwillow, (CW)
 18 Sat 10:00 am GPX Nethercutt Collection &   
        Restoration Shop Tours 
       (Restoration Shop tour added) 

December 2017
 2 Sat GPX Breakfast at Glory Days Beachside Grill
 2 Sat GPX Board Meeting following breakfast
 2-3 S-Sun Tech Tactics West
 16 Sat GPX Holiday Party, Long Beach Yacht Club

2018
April 13-15 Long Beach Grand Prix

April 20-23 California Festival of Speed (tenative)

April 25-29 PCA Treffen Tamaya Resort, New Mexico
   
July 8-14 63rd Porsche Parade, Lake of the Ozarks
   Tan-Tar-A Resort

August 18-19 Monterey Pre-Reunion

August 23-26 Monterey Motorsports Reunion 
   (ONE WEEK LATER THAN NORMAL)

September 12-16 PCA Treffen - Banff
    Fairmont Resort

September 27-30 Porsche Rensport Reunion VI
    Laguna Seca
2019
May 15-18  Treffen High Desert
    Sunriver Resort, Bend, Oregon

July 21-27  64th Porsche Parade
    Boca Raton Resort, Florida

EDITORIAL POLICY: THE CIRCUIT is the official publication of the GRAND PRIX REGION of the 
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA. Statements appearing in THE CIRCUIT are those of the author and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the CLUB or its editorial staff. The Editor reserves the right to edit 
all material submitted for publication. Permission to reprint any material herein is granted providing full 
credit is given to the authors and THE CIRCUIT, with the exception of copyrighted material.

ADDRESS CHANGE: Please notify GPX Membership Chair and PCA (PO Box 5900, Springfield, VA 
22150 or Admin@PCA.org ) of any address, email, phone or membership status changes.

David Witteried
(760) 373-1413

zonerep@zone8.org

ZONE 8 REPRESENTATIVE

INFORMATION
GPX GrandPrixRegion.com
Zone 8 Zone8.org
PCA National PCA.org
PCNA US.Porsche.com/national
Porsche AG Porsche.com
GPX Landing Page — MotorsportReg
        http://pcagpx.MotorsportReg.com

CDHC Liason - Chuck Weaver 
CSWeavr@msn.com (562) 430-3010
 
Chief Driving Instructor - Dave Hockett 
cajun129@icloud.com (909) 518-0415

Circuit Editor- Skip Carter
SkipCarter@pobox.com (619) 992-9927

Circuit Co-Editor - Charlie Carchedi
charles.carchedi@gmail.com (617) 365-4347

Circuit Distribution - Albert Franco                  
ajfquantum@verizon.net (310) 379-8987

Concours - Linda Cobarrubias
MS993@aol.com (310) 990-0993

Flag Team - Bob & Karen Lewis
ralkallb@verizon.net (562) 756-8520

Fundraising Co-chair- Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

Fundraising Co-chair- Chamaine Rood
CharmaineRood@gmail.com (626) 393-8881

Goodie Store - Ludmila Osipova
Ludmila497@gmail.com (424) 279-0069

Insurance - Ron Shanon
rshanon@yahoo.com  (310) 375-9840

Membership - Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

Performance Driving Events - Skip Carter
SkipCarter@pobox.com (619) 992-9927

Registration - Colleen Stein
Colleens01996@gmail.com (661) 714-3030

Safety - Nick Perdikaris                
nickperdi@gmail.com  (310) 901-8154

Social Events- 
  Susan Moard & Arturo Chaparro
smoard@msn.com (626) 705-8686
arturo7music@sbcglobal.net (323) 633-7915

Social Media - John Kunkle
auctioneerjohnkunkle@gmail.com  (562) 552-0960

Tech Inspection - Dan Hockett
hockeyhock@verizon.net (909) 921-5596

Technical Adviser - Michael Dolphin
Carrera3@msn.com (213) 248-4743

Tours - Alan Johnson
alantheinspector@verizon.net (562) 305-8002

Webmaster - Jimmie Mitchell
jmitch911@sbcglobal.net (310) 539-2568
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Marty Goldsmith
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Boyd Krueger's photo-
graphs of the eclipse: 

Left: Bailey's Beads 

Right: D-Ring

Below:
Several images com-
bined to show the com-
ing, the full eclipse and 
the departure

Like many people I know who were in-
spired to travel considerable distances to 
view our recent total eclipse, Boyd and 
Terry Krueger are two of those. Inside you 
will find their story (written by Terry) and 
Boyd's spectacular photographs. 

The cover is made up of three photos. 

The upper left depicts Bailey's Beads 

The upper right depicts the D-Ring

The bottom photo shows a sequence of 
shots as the eclipse came, became total, 
then left

It's amazing when you learn about some of 
the talented people we have as members 
of our club

On the Cover...
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From The President's Desk

Jeff

PCA – Fueled by Volunteers

This is the PCA tagline, and is usually towards the end of 
my column, as it is this month. I thought I’d talk about PCA-
GPX and volunteers this month.

Back in July, as I attended my first Parade, I was taken by the 
number of volunteers from all over the country that helped 
make that event so successful. As a club, we couldn’t survive 
without all the people who give of their time to volunteer for 
every event that we put on. We are a club of dedicated Porsche 
owners, who are also dedicated to making our club as much 
fun, and as successful as possible.

Volunteering isn’t always easy, but it can be, and it’s always 
very rewarding. I mentioned in last month’s column that I vol-
unteered for Parade Check-In, as well as Concours dispatch.  
Not only did I have a good time, but I got to meet members 
from all over the country. This is why I volunteer. I get to meet 
new people, and it also lets me feel like I’m more involved.  
Not only did I attend Parade, but I got to really feel part of it.

I spent my first 12 years in PCA as Activities Director and 
Tours Chair. Being a member of the region Board of Directors 
is the ultimate in volunteering. As President, it has put me out 
in front of you, the members of GPX. For those of you who 
have been coming to our Breakfast meetings, you know how 
uncomfortable I was in the beginning, with a microphone. 
But I soon got comfortable and now I really look forward to it. 

Before I became President, I would meet those of you who 
would come on the tours I organized. Now, especially at the 
monthly breakfast, I have met many more of you. Being in-
volved the way I am has made me appreciate my membership 
in PCA even more. We are a Social Club, and as such, we 
have the opportunity to meet many people that we otherwise 
wouldn’t have.

Which brings me to this…
At a recent Board Meeting after breakfast, Dave Hockett 

(our Chief Driving Instructor who volunteers a lot of his time 
to the club) brought up the subject of recruiting more volun-
teers. He has also mentioned it at breakfast when he has had 
the microphone. Why this is important is because, at some 
point, we will have some turnover on the GPX board. We ap-
preciate our members, and I’m sure there are some of you who 
would like to get more involved in how our region works, and 
be able to have input in how we operate, as well as help or-
ganize our events. I won’t be President forever, and our other 
board members are not permanent either.

So, I’m reaching out in this column to those GPX members 
who would like to be more involved. Please come and sit in 
on our board meeting after breakfast... Members are welcome.  
We are your board. Let us know if you’d like to help out in 
some way. We are always looking for volunteers for many of 
our events. Come talk to our event chairs and let them know 
that you’d like to be more involved. 

On July 29th, 15 members spent a memorable Saturday 
night gazing at the stars and planets through the Mt. Wil-
son 100-inch telescope. We met at a terrific restaurant in La 
Canada for an early dinner. Nik Arkimovich, our telescope 
operator for the evening, joined us at dinner. After dinner we 
caravanned up the mountain to Mt. Wilson Observatory. We 
were allowed to drive right up to the dome of the 100-inch 
telescope where we were met by Shelley Bonus, our Session 
Director and Tom Meneghini, also a telescope operator. We 
were escorted up the 54 stairs to the viewing platform in the 
dome. There loomed this beautiful astronomical instrument 
that is entrenched in history. Needless to say, it was a terrific 
night of viewing. I was told that conditions were perfect. We 
viewed Jupiter, our moon, Saturn, star clusters, nebulae, and 
various other celestial objects. Beautiful images of real objects, 
some that are many light years away. 

I am already in the planning stages for next year’s viewing 
session. Even if you are not an astronomy buff, the experience 
is well worth it. It really is a once in a lifetime opportunity.

We have many more events coming up. Please check our 
event calendar in this issue, as well as our website www.grand-
prixregion.com for up to the minute changes.

Please join us every month for our Breakfast Club on the 
first Saturday of every month at Glory Days Beachside Grill 
in Seal Beach.  

Please visit with Ludmila in our Goodie Store for some ter-
rific club merchandise.

The October Cone Zone will feature all 356s and other 
models pre 1965.

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook!
PCA – Fueled by Volunteers
“Fly low and avoid the radar”

Skip Carter

Sleazy Dog Construction

For a few years now my hips have been telling me that I've 
hit that 70 year old point. Yikes. Things have gotten much 
better over the last several months, but at a dinner restaurant 
several months ago, I could not take a step without being in 
pretty agony. Several visits by my favorite physical therapist 
(my daughter, Connie) and implementation of an exercise 
program (yes, it has come to this!), things have gotten much, 
much better.

My basic dislike (or laziness) when it comes to actual exercise 
(as opposed to just physical activity, which had been enough 
to get me through most of my life, to this point), had finally 
reached a point where the hips, one knee, rotator cuff and 
other nagging aches and pains were becoming hard to ignore

The other thing that happened was a friend of mine rec-
ommended a Power Plate. I had never heard of it before, but 
Frank swore by it. Younger than me by 10+ years, he plays 
(hard) soccer every Sunday with a group of very aggressive 
even younger guys. Frank says that if he does not use the Pow-
er Plate when he gets home Sunday, it is difficult for him to 
get out of bed Monday morning. But with the Power Plate, it's 
like he didn't even play Sunday afternoon.

I found one at Costco and was taken back by the price. After 
all, this is just a thing that you stand on that vibrates. I bought 
one, but would not have if it had not been for Costco's return 
policy. Basically, if the unit is unsatisfactory, even years down 
the road, or otherwise defective, it is returnable for a full re-
fund. Well, that was January, and the thing is still here. I have 
to say that so far, I think it is a keeper. Several months ago I 
had to shovel over 100 wheelbarrows of collapsed decomposed 
granite in my yard (there is a close by canyon that I dumped 
it in). After maybe 15 wheel barrows I was just beat. I'd go in 
the house, spend 5-10 minutes on the vibrator, then head back 
out. I got that dirt moved over two days and, I have to admit, 
I had NO soreness afterwards.

I also have to say that my rotator cuff discomfort, that was 
getting progressively worse, is gone (or, at least, not apparent).  
to the point that I have begun doing pushups (not a lot, but 
a start). My left knee is also greatly improved. From what I've 
been able to learn, Power Plates are everywhere in Europe. A 
Toronto friend from the Czech Republic visited raving about 
them. She demonstrated several ways to use it that was new 
to us. So, why am I off on this tangent? Because I sat down 
to write this column INSTEAD of doing the exercises, which 

only puts it off a little while, and, I also see many of us getting 
older types at our breakfast and other events, and several of 
these aren't walking the way we used to.

Tours
So, on another topic, we have recently added two tours to 

our calendar, registration for both currently open. October 21 
we meet in Azusa, we head up to Crystal Lake for a coffee stop, 
then down to Graber Olives in Ontario for a demonstration 
of pressing olives (sounds like good olive oil will be available). 
We end up in Alta Loma for a picnic lunch then, after lunch, 
we end with a tour the famous Sam Maloof Workshop (lim-
ited to just 30 people). If you don't know Sam's work, google 
him. His is an example of the finest woodworking ever done 
(my humble opinion, of course). Sam is no longer with us, but 
his workshop still is and is well worth the visit.

While we have had the November 18th Nethercutt Collec-
tion Tour on our books for awhile we were able to recently 
add  a tour of their Restoration Facility immediately after the 
Collections Tour. This is only the second time GPX has been 
in the Restoration Shop. Those of us there several years ago are 
still talking about it. If you have never been to this amazing 
facility in Sylmar, I encourage you to sign up for this one. This 
is not just about cars. The collection of musical instruments, 
dolls, antique clothing, Louis XV furniture, etc, etc make this 
a tour that, even if you have no interest in cars, you will walk 
out glad that you came. This tour is also limited to 30 people.

Elections
You will find a ballot for the 2018 Board of Directors in 

this issue. I've never quite understood the process of having 
an election with seven choices for seven board positions (plus 
a write in spot), but having an annual election is a require-
ment of corporate law, so there you are. We did not make any 
changes from last year's slate. All seven agreed to serve another 
one year term but, as Jeff Peck said in his column, it's all about 
volunteering.
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Auction Wish List 
The Children’s Dental Health Clinic – Grand Prix Region 35th Annual Holiday Party & Silent Auction would like to acquire auction 
items that are unique and not easily accessible to the general public. Our ability to offer these one-of-a-kind items inspires generous 
bidding and results in more resources for support of the Children’s Dental Health Clinic to deliver oral health education and 
comprehensive treatment for economically disadvantaged children, including those with complex medical considerations, while also 
providing premier training in pediatric and multi-specialty dentistry. Please help us find the items that will increase the excitement and 
success of this year’s auction! Any questions, please contact…  

Patty Reilly  -  Email: gpxpatty@mindspring.com  -   Cell: (714) 402-2405 
 

  Tickets to LA Arts and    Food, Wines, Cooking 
  Entertainment Events     and Dining Experiences 
  -Floor Seats for a Laker game     -Catered Meals or Parties 
  -Round of Golf at a Country Club    -Chef for an Evening 
  -Staples Center Suite for an evening    -Cooking Lessons 
  -Tickets to Major Sporting Events    -Gourmet Food and Wine Items 
  -Unique Entertainment Industry Opportunities   -Vintage Wine and Champagne  
  -Concert and Movie Tickets     Special Experiences 

  Travel       -Academy Awards Tickets 
  -Luxury Hotel Stays      -Grammy Awards Tickets 
  -Airline Tickets or Frequent Flyer Miles    -Emmy Awards Tickets 
  -Vacation Home for a Week     -American Music Awards Tickets 
  -Cruises       -Country Music Awards Tickets 
  -Use of Private Jet, Helicopter, or Yacht    -Billboard Music Awards Tickets 
  Celebrity Items     -Tickets to popular shows (i.e. American 
  -Entertainment Memorabilia          Idol, Dancing with the Stars, etc.) 
  -VIP Tickets to Show Taping     -VIP tickets w/backstage passes 
  -Visit to a Working Set          or other perks 
  -Walk-on Part      -Spa Packages 
  -Lunch or Dinner with a Star or Teen Idol   -Green Consulting for the Home 
  -Party with a Celebrity or Prominent    Opportunities for Kids 
    Figure (athlete, author, or musician)    -Chance to be a Ball Boy/Girl at a  sporting event 
  -Lessons from a Professional Athlete or Musician   -Join a Celebrity on a set for the day 
  Luxury Items      -Guest D.J. on a Radio Station 
  -Jewelry       -Lessons or Enrichment Experiences 
  -Designer Clothing and Handbags    Electronics and Sports 

  Special Occasions     -Sports Memorabilia 
  -Limousine Services      -iPods/Video Game Packages 
  -VIP Admission to Private Clubs    -Laptops, Digital and Video Cameras 
  -Unique Items or Events for a  Child’s Birthday Party 

 

Childrens Dental Foundation   -   Tax ID:  501c(03) 95-2111124  

Grand Prix Region 
36th Annual Holiday Party
& Silent Auction
Long Beach Yacht Club
6201 Appian Way, Long Beach    (562) 598-9401

December 16,2017 Saturday

Silent auction benefiting Children's Dental 
Health Clinic

HOLD THE DATE

We try to have our Holiday Party on the first 
Saturday of December, but with Tech Tactics, 

the LA Auto Show, boat parades, etc, we 
needed to pick December 16th this year.

So we are sending out early notice asking you 
to mark your calendars for December 16th

GREAT SPECIAL PRICE
FUN NEW EMCEE 

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 



Morning practice — 20 minute continuous lap DE sessions
End of Day — Autocross timing (3 timed laps)
Run groups determined by experience and performance 
Instructors available and required for all novices 
Entry level event — no special equipment needed for stock classes
Open cars without built-in rollover protection need rollbar
Required Sunday afternoon Ground School for novices (5-7 pm at hotel)
Registration and Tech Inspection available at hotel Sunday afternoon
Helmet required (available for rent) Snell 2010 and newer (M or SA)
Breakfast & Lunch: coffee, donuts, breakfast & lunch available at concession stand

HOTEL INFO – Best Western Desert Poppy

2038 W. Avenue I, Lancaster 93536 (661) 418-0550
$89.99 (mention Porsche Club)
Comes with IMPROVED breakfast, on-site tech & registration

For info OR HELP — contact: 
Suesan Carter, Registrar 
Suesan@pobox.com    (619) 992-4287
   or
Skip Carter, Event Chair 
SkipCarter@pobox.com    (619) 992-9927

October 16, Monday
Streets of Willow

Registration fees:     $135.00 per driver  
     $150.00 if paid after October 9             Day of event — $175.00

INSURANCE NOTE: Liability insurance is provided by PCA’s traditional insurer. A copy of the Certificate of Insurance is available at registra-
tion. PCA insurance does NOT cover damage to your car or damage that YOU cause to the facility or other cars. You are responsible for this. 
Please see the PCA website (www.pca.org) and go to the insurance page for more information. 
Please review your personal car insurance to verify what coverage it provides, if any.

—  On-Line Registration  —  
http://PCAGPX.MotorsportReg.com
Create an account OR sign in
Locate October 16 Day Away event
Complete registration
Pay online with VISA / MC
Late fees apply after October 9 

Gates open at 7am
Mandatory drivers meeting at 8:15 am

First run group 9am

Grand Prix Region 
Drivers ED & Zone 8 Autocross

Register at this link:
http://PCAGPX.MotorsportReg.com

Investment Property 
Insurance 

For Car Enthusiasts Like You 
Includes: Property - Loss of Rents - General Liability 

(Samples below - and we can insure any size building) 

 
Apartment Buildings              Office Buildings              Industrial Buildings 

$2,535 per year, 8 units 

no claims, 5K deductible 
$2,650 per year, 10K SF 

$5K deductible 
$1,700 Per year, 10K SF 

$5K deductible 

From SINGLE BUILDINGS to LARGE PORTFOLIOS, big and small, we insure them all! 
 

Complete and fax/email the following 

Quoting Process 
                                                        Your Pit Crew 

_________________________        ___________________________   (_____)_______________    
Name                  Email                                                      Phone   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Property Address     
             
_______________________          ________     ______       _________      ______       ___________ 
Apartment/Office/Industrial           Year Built     Stories        Sq. footage     # Units       Monthly Rent  
 

Email to: tom@stanburns.com      Fax: 310-618-6983   Ph: 800-491-7655 X 114 

 “…..where the BUSINESS of insurance is PERSONAL” 
www.stanburns.com                               Lic#0548256 
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DECEMBER 2-3

To be held in new Porsche facility:  12567 Bellegrave Ave. Eastvale, CA 91752

use this small one 
when reproducing
less than 1/2 inch

Tech Tactics West 2017

Registration opens 
October 15

$75 each day includes:
Continental breakfast, lunch 
and goodie bag

http://pca.motorsportreg.com 

Holiday Inn Express
1550 Circle City Drive
Corona, CA 
Tel: 951-479-4000
Group code: PCG

http://tinyurl.com/techtactics2017

Rate: $109/night

Featuring: Gunther Werks 400R

• Discover Porsche 
 from the inside out. 

• The latest cars, engines and 
 technologies revealed by 
 the engineers at the heart 
 of  Porsche development. 

• This event is for 
 enthusiasts  young & old

• Includes Porsches new and old... 

• You don’t need to be a tech 
 head to learn more about 
 your favorite cars!

• Speakers from 
 Porsche Cars North America  
 & PCA Technical Committee

The Nethercutt Collection  & 
Restoration Shop Tours
Saturday, November 18
$10.00 per person minimum (all proceeds go to our charity)

One of the finest collections of automobiles in the world
You MUST pre-register for this event. The Museum opens at 9am. Park 
in the Museum lot (free). You can browse through the Museum (free) until 
check in, which will be in the Museum parking lot at 9:30. 

After the Collection Tour we can go to a nearby restaurant for lunch, 
then gather back at the Nethercutt by for self-guided Museum tour

The Collection Tour starts promptly at 10am. 
If you are late you will not be allowed in (not our policy). 

REGISTRATION: 
 http://pcagpx.MotorsportReg.com

FOR TOUR / REGISTRATION QUESTIONS
 Suesan Way Carter 
 Suesan@pobox.com 619.992.4287 

Tour Date:  Saturday, November 18, 2017 

Collection Tour: 10:00 - 2:00 (4 hours)

Check-in:  9:30 in Museum parking lot

Parking:  FREE

Photography: NO FLASH, NO VIDEO OR AUDIO RECORDING

Cell phones: Must be off

Website:  http://nethercuttcollection.org/

Merle Norman Studio — 

 Feel free to visit the Merle Norman Cosmetic Studio next door

The Collection & Restoration Shop Tours are lim-
ited to 30 people ONLY the first 30 to register will 
be accepted FIRST COME — FIRST SERVED
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Grand Prix Region
Graber Olives 
& Maloof Studio Tour
Saturday October 21, 2017
The tour starts in Azusa, CA driving up HWY 39 to Crystal Lake Cafe for a 
coffee stop. Returning down to East Fork Road, Glendora Mountain Road, 
Glendora Ridge Road and Mt. Baldy Road for a stop along the way at the 
Graber Olive House, 315 E. Fourth St., Ontario, California 91764, for a tour 
of their olive processing facility. https://www.graberolives.com/aboutus.asp  

Ultimately we end at a tour of the Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation for 
Arts and Crafts, 5131 Carnelian St. Alta Loma, CA 91701. 
http://www.malooffoundation.org

The docent lead tour of the Maloof House and Workshop begins at 2:30. We 
should arrive early, bring a picnic lunch to enjoy in the gardens. The cost is 
$20 per person to be paid through MotorsportsReg

The 1-1/2 hour Maloof tour is for a maximum of 30 
people, but others are welcome to enjoy the drive 
and the stop at Graber Olive House and picnic lunch

To register and for more info, go to:
http://pcagpx.motorsportreg.com/

or contact GPX Tour Chair: Alan Johnson 
AlanTheInspector@verizon.net       562.305.8002
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Al and Allison MillerMichael Dolphin Joe Rusz and Keith HoffnagleSuesan Carter shows Don Holthe the 
selection of prizes.

Bruce Brown Bruce Jephcott

GPX President Jeff Peck addresses the members. Nick Perdikaris Brianna Miller

Brian Wilson is the winner of the Boxster 
Service Manual set.

Door prize winners Patty Reilly and Suesan Carter Nick Perdikaris, Arturo Chaparo, and Joe Bryant.

Peter Contis and Jose Cortez Chuck Weaver

Ludmila Osipova helps a prospective 
customer at the "Goodie Store".

Carl Bloom (50-50 winner), Brianna 
Miller, and Jeff Peck.

September Breakfast
Photos by: Skip Carter, Michael Dolphin, Rusty Scott
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The Sespe Wilderness in southern part of the California 
Coast Range is home to the California Condor. Occasion-
ally they can be seen floating on the summer thermals look-
ing to scavenge a meal possibly on the road kill on Highway 
33. The Highway twists and turns from sea level in Ventura 
to the Pine Mountain Summit over 5000 feet, and with no 
slow traffic, it is a joy to drive. The Porsche Gods were smil-
ing.  There were no obstructions only linked turn to turn 
to turn for the two groups of Grand Prix Region drivers.

The turnout at Pine Mountain Summit offers a stunning 
view into the valley created by the San Andreas Fault. 2000 
feet down into the valley past farms and ranches, there are 
dry creek crossings that a few months ago would have been 
impassable in the record setting rains. As the drive con-
tinues, the route would cross and re-cross the Fault several 
times. On leaving the valley climbing into the jumbled, seis-
mic hills, the turns and twists return. One blind brow turn 

Ventura to Castaic Tour
brings back memories of the Corkscrew at Laguna Seca.

The many changes of elevation, scenery and direc-
tion have heightened the appetites that are quickly sat-
isfied by lunch at Big John’s Mountain Grill in Fra-
zier Park. But, the second half of the route beckons.

Climbing over Tejon Summit then under Interstate 5, the 
2-lane again crosses the Fault leading to another piece of Cali-
fornia history. Historic “Old Grapevine Road”, originally built 
in 1915, was the road that connected Southern and Central 
California. Only short sections remain drivable, and we turn 
off at the sign “End Maintained Road”. The name may change, 
but the road is still a twisty, lane and a half, empty of traffic de-
light to drive. One of the groups makes a rest stop at the Quail 
Run Ostrich Farm to learn about the birds. The gift shop has 
eggs for sale, but no one needs to prepare an omelet for four.

Again, for our enjoyment, the road stays unobstructed as it winds 
down past the lake to Castaic, suburbia and Interstate 5 home.

Grand Prix Region members gather for a photo. At Pine Mountain Summit overlooking San Andreas Fault

Ostrichs named Gomez and Morticia

Saturday, August 26, 2017
Story and Photos by Alan Johnson
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Nic Shangle, owner of Polished Detail in Signal Hill and 
Costa Mesa, opened his facility for a Tech Session about car 
washing, detailing, color corrections and coatings. There were 
several cars on display including a limited edition Cayenne 
Trans-Siberia that had been coated. There was a Cayman that 
had half of the hood coated and the other not coated. Run-
ning your hand across it, one could easily feel the difference.

In his wash bay, a quick spray of his truck showed 
how easily dust and road dirt runs off of the ce-
ramic coating. The coating can be especially help-
ful on the wheels to prevent brake dust from sticking.

He described the multi-step coating process that includes 
washing, polishing to correct the color then coating. The durabil-
ity depends on the number of coats, up to 5 for a lifetime warran-
ty, of the ceramic solution. A lifetime warranty can be registered 
with Carfax as a selling point and transferred to the new owner.

Tech Session at Polished Detail
Saturday, September 16, 2017
Story and Photos by Alan Johnson

A Limited Edition Cayenne Trans-Siberia was on display that had been 
coated with Ceramic Pro coating.

Before and after being treated by Pol-
ished Detail.
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For anyone who has ever been on a Keith and Lourinda 
Clark “K&L” Porsche trip, know when they’re hints of an up-
coming trip, you just sign up! You don’t care where it is or how 
long, you just know it will be special! You might be thinking, 
“Why?” What is so different about a K & L road trip than 
the million other Porsche activities you can choose to partici-
pate in on a California weekend? A) The Cars? B) The People? 
C)Spirited Roads? D) Food/Wine? E) All of the Above? Of 
course, the correct answer is E (E ticket is more appropriate 
for all you long-time Californians!). But again, can’t you get 

all that with other Porsche (or any marquee) tours? Yes, but 
it’s just not the same! This, in the tour world, is the “whole 
package!” Every detail planned to perfection on an incredible 
adventure with the PEOPLE filling in the gaps along the jour-
ney to make new friendships and memories!

First, let’s set the stage….UTAH’s MIGHTY 5 for EIGHT 
DAYS! This is surreal scenery! With breathtaking sunrises 
(which don’t sound too appealing at 4:30 a.m.!) and sunsets. 
For those of you that can’t remember your Fifth Grade U.S. 
History class, Utah’s Mighty Five consists of Canyonlands, 

UTAH'S MIGHTY 5 AND THE 
OCR PORSCHE 15
REPRINTED FROM THE ORANGE COAST REGION'S JULY 2917 PANDO

STORY BY CONNIE SOMERS' PHOTOS BY CONNIE SOMERS, KEITH CLARK & PRAM OEN

Facing page: Canyon-
lands National Park 
overlooking the Green 
River

Left: Majectic Double 
Arch in Arches Nation-
al Park

Arches, Capital Reef, Bryce Canyon and Zion National 
Parks. Between coral-hued hoodoos (yep a real name), tow-
ering mountains, delicate rock bows, and slot canyons, the 
terrain and weather changes drastically in venue. Stunning 
topography at each destination does not disappoint us. Just 
imagine what our fifteen Porsches do to enhance nature’s in-
credible backdrop!

After our pre-drivers’ meeting and Porsche Goodie bags,we 
are prepared with precise driving directions, detailed itinerar-
ies and most importantly, the top secret “Utah or Bust” mem-
ber handshake. We have our overflowing Porsches filled to the 
brim, excluding the lone Macan and Panamera! I think the 
Kaprielian’s and C.L. missed a golden opportunity to rent out 
storage space to the rest of us. With two people in each car, 
the interiors are bursting with cameras, clothing to handle 30-
105 degree weather extremes, hiking boots, bicycle clothing/

shoes/helmets for those silly enough to go mountain biking, 
walkie-talkies, snacks/drinks (yikes - do people eat in their 
Porsches?), car cleaning supplies (why are we bothering, aren’t 
the bug splats like little trip trophies?), and a newly added 
green slime item (more details on that later!).

DAY 1 — 
Our first destination is Flannigan’s Inn and the Spotted 

Dog Café at the entrance to Zion. A charming place where 
we began our adventure with a group dinner. Next time you 
see Dave Goward ask him how his Tuna Soup tasted. While 
you are at it, ask Steve Eguina about Lisa and his grape juice.

DAY 2 —  
After our drive from the OC to Zion, Day 2 is a “relaxing” 

day in Zion, filled with many leisure options. Some people 



October 2017

23

The Circuit

22

choose to not do things so leisurely. Lisa Hunter goes on an 
all-day canyoneering adventure! Steve Foster decides to ex-
plore the terrain on an extreme mountain bike adventure. 
Most of the group ended up on the Zion Canyon mini hikes. 
Kudos to all the trekkers that successfully reached the sum-
mit; especially Nancy Troast who was a real trooper with a lot 
of support from Keith and Pram lending her a hand through 
those narrow passages. 

The beauty of Zion geological contrasts is truly magnifi-
cent! Several of us brought our non-phone cameras to try and 
capture the splendor. Unfortunately, it is rather difficult to 
use a camera when one forgets the battery charger in the hotel 
room. It does leave oneself open for an array of banter after a 
spirited run on foot back to the hotel! My so-called friends lit-
erally tried to throw me off the bus at the first opportunity for 
the slight delay! After a plentiful dinner and breakfast meal, 
we gather in our powerful Porsches to embark early to Bryce 
Canyon on Day 3 of our escapade. It is always a pleasure to 
caravan in our colorful Porsches! Thanks to the orange, red, 
and blue owners for adding some contrast to our pictures, 
since many of us were driving black, white and grey Porsches! 
The weather covering on my Spyder has to be removed each 
morning (since I never knew when the drive would become 
spirited!). Porsche only rates the covering reliable to 120 mph! 
Then whoosh... latch failure and no more top!

DAY 3 — 
Stop Number 2 of the five National Parks, Bryce, is truly 

poetry in stone as the brochure promises us! The place is mes-
merizing with its vistas and hoodoos. All the weathering and 
erosion make statuesque columns of rock to form dramatic 
scenery for our enjoyment. We visit multiple scenic stops and 
of course regroup for dinner. We seem to always eat plentiful 
on these trips – yummy! (Maybe a little grape juice in big 
glasses too!) Pram and Lucia Oen find a picture of their dis-
tant relatives to pose with at the lodge!

DAY 4 — 
Morning arrives too early for those of us walking to Sunrise 

Point. It is FREEZING! Djun Leflang has brought along the 
M&M blanket to keep us warm as we await the sun. Chris 
Mewes is wearing shorts among the ski jackets and gloves in 
true Californian style. As we wait, we have fun amusing our-
selves with Keith’s traditional dawn shadow people pictures! 
The rocks become ablaze in a kaleidoscope of hues over the 
amphitheater once the sun peeks out of the horizon! Well 
worth the lack of sleep! After breakfast, we begin another 
spirited drive and head off to Escalante! Nice quaint stop for 
lunch at Hell’s Backbone Grill with our pre-ordered meals. 
This group never lacked on food! It is always entertaining to 
randomly sit with new groups at lunch and dinner and find 
out more about our Porsche families. Djun and Lucia discover 

their families are both from the same small town in Indonesia. 
Chris Sobchik has taught Lucia’s and Pram’s son while sub-
stitute teaching. I did chuckle when someone told my brother 
he really needs to become part of the Porsche family and get 
a Porsche. They had no idea my brother is responsible for my 
interest in Porsches! He has had just about every car you can 
imagine, including his 1967 Porsche he has owned since the 
80s! Not that I can keep track, but between he and his wife, 
they are in double digit numbers of Porches they have owned! 
Yes, what we learn about our traveling group! 

Maybe I chuckle too loud, because our nick-name giver of 
the group, Lisa, labels Steve Chuckles the Clown. She was 
fantastic at popping up with nick names for all. My favor-
ite was Inspector Gadget for Pram! Anyone that knows Pram 
can appreciate that one! Every time we turn around there was 
some amusing new toy in his hands…we even get cool aerial 
photos from the hovering drone that unfolds from Pram’s 
gadget pack! I am not sure whether Troop Master or Captain 
America best describes our leader!

On our way to Red Cliff ’s Lodge in Moab, we encoun-
ter many adventures and amazing roads! Somehow, maybe 
because I am literally hanging on to the roll bar of the 
topless Spyder, I have become the pivoting photographer of 
our travels. I soon have Pat Renga and Lucia following my 
lead and snapping pictures hanging from their Cabriolets! 
Now, I know many photographers who take some amazing 
photos of cars in motion; but correct me if I am wrong, I 
think they stand stationary while taking the picture, or the 
car has slowed to a crawl to get that feeling of movement. 
We, on the other hand, are not motionless, far from it, 
and neither is the car I am trying to capture. Even with a 
valiant effort….there are a lot of blurred photos! But they 
look fantastic without my glasses on! Luckily it’s a numbers 
game; if you take enough images, a few manage to turn 
out! Maybe I need to invest in some type of stability at-
tachment for the camera!

Now for those of you that have never been on a Porsche 
road trip (if this is you – what are you waiting for?) you defi-
nitely have some mojo going on with the drivers and their car 
position. Some drivers are very comfortable being the trail car 
and catching any stragglers; others have to be in the front, 
or at least behind our troop leader, Keith, and his fearless 
partner, Lourinda! The road to Moab was one of our favorite 
drives.The juices were flowing and definitely a little competi-
tive in the car position jockeying. The two Steve’s, soon to be 
named Steve Squared, are undeniably in a little competition. 
After hanging back to take photos, Steve Foster was causally 
picking off the cars one by one getting back in the front of 
the line. But Steve Eguina will not give up his position as he 
sings along to Lisa’s Spice Girls Greatest Hits. He must be 
too caught up in the lyrics, because Bam! Larry and Steve are 
passed in one swoop by the Spyder.

Above: Hiking under waterfall at Zion 
National Park

Below: Parade of Porsches along UT-12
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Now there is only a lone black 997 Turbo S between the 
Spyder and our Captain’s blue Streak ahead. I don’t imme-
diately recognize the driver. My brother and I are wondering 
who is driving at such remarkable speed in such tight forma-
tion. We inch up and discover an intense face ready for any 
Formula 1 race! We are both in amazement, as we discover 
the driver is Pat Backus. Did I mention Pat celebrated his 88th 
birthday the night before? This man is awesome. We are on 
day four of many, many miles of extreme driving and he is 
as good as it gets! Something for us all to strive for when we 
reach our 80’s! Cheers to Pat’s first class driving ability! Very 
entertaining character to converse with too!

Somewhere during the spirited drive along UT-12 & UT- 
24, we pull over onto the amazing Larb Hollow Overlook. 
This dramatic vista offers panoramic views in all directions. 
The scenery along the roads to Moab changes dramatically 
from bright reddish/orange hues to a starker duller landscape.

During the stop, we discover that Warren’s car has a flat 
tire. How many people does it take to analyze the situation? 
A true testimonial to the lack of spare tires in our newer 
cars. Obviously, this is when a picture is worth a thousand 
words! Since AAA was not an option in this remote area and 
we didn’t bring along any full size spare tires, it was hysteri-
cal to watch how many people it took to inject the leaking 
tire with green slime (aka alien saliva acid) for an instant 
roadside fix. You would never know this sealant has been 
around for years listening to all the input Jay gets to get his 
car back on the road! I am getting dizzy watching him drive 
first clockwise in circles, then counterclockwise just to mix 
the slime up! 

After pulling into town, Jay tries to find a tire store to 
repair the wheel. The service tech says “We don’t have a lot 
of those kinds of tires on our farm tractors!” I would have 
liked to have seen them trying to torque the center locked 
wheel with their feet off the ground. The tire was fixed for 
$47 and a promise to “rip out of the parking lot” after it is 
repaired. We continue on multiple roads to US-191 to our 
day’s destination in Grand County at Red Cliff ’s Lodge. 
Can it get any better than this? We have our own individual 
cabin suites! We get to enjoy three sunsets with the Colo-
rado River rushing past our patios and horses grazing in the 
corrals by our cars. This spot is highly recommended! As a 
bonus, we are just a short drive to Arches National Park for 
our next adventure.

DAY 5 — 
In the morning we visit Canyonlands, Upheaval Dome, 

Green River and Grand View Overlooks. We enjoy our 
lunch at a dramatic overlook at Dead Horse Point. The view 
below is spectacular. We can envision Thelma & Louise fly-
ing off to oblivion in the final scene of the movie filmed at 
this location.

There are so many memorable moments of our adven-
ture, too many for me to remember. Ron and Chris were 
enjoying the hot tub after another “leisure” day. The lady 
next to them remarks, “There are so many people at the 
lodge driving Corvettes!” Ron politely informs her that 
they were the Corvettes of the German variety, sometimes 
known as Porsches!

I missed the 4:30 a.m. departure for the sunrise at Mesa 
Arch, but decide to check out the sunrise outside our cabins in 
the early dawn. I grab my camera and discover my Spyder has 
been mysteriously toilet papered in the middle of the night! It 
turns out the Utah Mighty Five Group has developed a new 
and improved toilet paper car wrap. It is currently for sale on-
line exclusive to all PCA-OCR members. After noticing red 
lipstick kisses on both side mirrors, we decide to run DNA 
on all the guys on the tour to credit the innovators of this hot 
new product!

DAY 6 — 
is another leisure day with so many choices. The majority of 

the group does a fun run with Enstrom Candies as a destina-
tion. This is a four generation old fashion candy store with 
delectable confections! Ron & Chris venture off on a Jeep 
tour. Lisa, Steve Foster, and I go mountain biking! What was 
I thinking? Moab is known for its amazing mountain biking, 
so how could I miss this opportunity! We ride our rented bikes 
to Dead Horse Point, which is part of the Intrepid Trail Sys-
tem towering some 2,000 feet above the Colorado River! We 
enjoy breathtaking views of the Canyonlands area. This ride 
was way over my experience level, but luckily I only fall once 
and finish the summit with just a scraped knee and bruises. 
Afterward, we somehow manage to fit all three of us in my 
Spyder--Matterhorn style! At the end of a very satisfying, but 
exhausting day, we break up into small groups. Eating and 
sipping on wine, we enjoy the river below our patios while we 
share the day’s adventures.

DAY 7 — 
On Day 7, we have our most spirited drive along Inter-

states 70 and 15. We are getting close to testing the max 
speed limit on my Spyder! The turbos (Chris, Pram, etc.) in 
the group have a slight advantage, but the Spyder performs 
flawlessly, despite the extreme wind noise! I do not even 
think about pivoting around and taking pictures! However, 
I do attempt a very shaky video of Keith’s car in front.We 
arrive in St. George to enjoy our last evening as a group. 
We stay at the Inn at Entrada which consists of amazing 
residences on a golf course with our own garages! Like I 
said,K & L do trips right! We laugh during an evening of 
comedy at the Amphitheater. I think Doug, Theo, Steve 
Squared, and Lisa were partaking in lemonade a little too 
much. Mmmm… I wonder why?

DAY 8 — 
Some of us are off back to the OC in the early morning, 

while others decide to spend one more day and enjoy more 
rocks! The rock formations in St. George don’t disappoint 
for remarkable backdrops. Thanks to the GroupMe app, the 
“Utah or Bust” comradery continues even after the last cara-
van. I just read a recent post from Gabe telling Laura they 
found her next car, to match Pumpkin, a pristine orange 356! 
Too bad it comes with a hefty asking price!

We head for Home Sweet Home, but are feeling blessed 
after the incredible journey we shared with our Porsche Fam-
ily. We are thankful for the wonderful weather, empty roads, 
amazing cars, abundant food & drinks, laughter, stunning 
places, new friends, reuniting with old friends, photo bombs, 
and Troop Master extraordinaire organizer and his partner! 
The only question that remains is when and where is the next 
K & L trip?

Ed: Connie Somers is a dual member of both Grand Prix and 
Orange Coast Regions of PCA. She loves to drive her Porsches, 
participating in several Driver's Ed events each year and other 
pretty amazing events like the Silver State Classic.
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By Ted Lighthizer PCA/SBR Photojournalist

Professional automotive fine artist Nicolas Hunziker comes 
by his work honestly: He derives his eye for detail from his great-
grandfather and grandfather who were both classically trained 
painters, and his father, an excellent artist as well. This makes 
Nicolas Hunziker the 4th generation to pick up the family trade.

Nicolas trained at Pasadena California's Art Center College 
of Design and he believes in keeping his work simple. He in-
corporates many elements of Art Deco advertising posters into 
his paintings, and he calls his style “Period Correct.” I especial-
ly like the bigger than life look of Nicolas’s artwork and the fact 
that there’s normally always a driver in the car he’s portraying. 

Nicolas has created artwork for Porsche Cars North Ameri-
ca, Porsche A.G. and the Porsche Museum in Stuttgart. Nico-
las has also had his artwork featured at Porsche Club of Amer-
ica events and is a regular contributor to Panorama magazine. 
A recent example was the 2014 Werks Reunion event poster.

Many of  Hunziker’s paintings have been given the official 
stamp of approval from the ACO/24h Le Mans and Gulf Oil 
L.P. McLaren A.G. most recently commissioned Hunziker to 
create eleven acrylic on canvas paintings each featuring one of 

Nicolas Hunziker - Fueled By Passion
McLaren’s winning race cars from their illustrious racing history.

Besides offering some of the finest motorsport paintings 
available, you can also find many of his most popular paint-
ings available on T-shirts for a fraction of the price you’d pay 
for the acrylic on canvas painting. In 2016 Hunziker apparel 
became an official supplier to Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
and the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion. Hunziker’s 
latest creation is the Hunziker BRM Art Watch, featuring a 
series of commissioned one-off, hand painted dials that are 
encompassed in custom BRM watch cases. To complete the 
apparel line, Hunziker has added performance inspired casual 
driving shoes with Gulf Oil and Steve McQueen era themes.

Nicolas fuels his passion for life by race car driving just 
like his granduncle, the motor racing Prince Bira of Siam. 
Nicolas owns and drives a 1969 Lotus 51 race car in an at-
tempt at honoring Bira’s legacy in the fastest way possible.”

The art studio and gallery are located in Torrance, 
CA. Visit www.nicolashunziker.com to learn more. 

Porsche Riverside is here with a brand new state of the art dealership full of some of the best
hand-picked inventory in the nation. As a dealer with a reputation for excellence and customer 
service Porsche Riverside is proud to welcome all PCA members and anyone else to come by and 
see the dealership first hand. 

PCA members deserve the best Porsche dealership. 
Porsche Riverside stands ready to serve you.

Visit our website for a full video tour
WaltersPorsche.com · 866.365.2030

2016 & 2015

DEALER OF
THE YEAR

UNITED STATES
2016 & 2015

DEALER OF
THE YEAR

CALIFORNIA
2016, 2015, 2014, 2013

Porsche Riverside
A Walter’s Automotive Company

Visit our brand new dealership.
Now located at 8423 Indiana Ave. Riverside, CA

Official sponsor of the Porsche Club of America Grand Prix Region.
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Membership Report
 October Anniversaries
 30 years Len & Pamela Williams
 26 years Skip & Suesan Carter
 25 years Ralph Arredondo
 24 years Jack & Margaret Brown
 23 years Dickson & Noella Lew
 21 years J & Karen Schweikle
 19 years Robert Wessels
 17 years Art & Nancy Day
  Kent Myers
 14 years Jeff Peck & Juliet Szegedi
 12 years Dale Dobson
  Mike & Lisa Wilson
 10 years Arturo Chaparro & Stella Dea
  Marty & Alice Friedman
  Rob Shanklin & Dylan Osborn
 9 years Cleant Brown
  Bryan & Kimiko Willhoite
 8 years Stephen Krupnick
 7 years Jim Hoyland & Hock Meng Foong
 6 years Kenneth & Derek Clark
  Richard & Antonio Festa
  Richard Kline & Diane Colman
  Peter Ohanesian 
 5 years Mike Buchbinder & Cynthia Chao
  David & Anne Lin
  Chris Schreiber & Zachary Pohl
 4 years David Francis
  Kent McLellan
  Susan Melvin & Lydia Vaias
  Rudolph & Yvette Perez
 3 years Ron & Debbie Broughman
  Ed Meers & Edna Good
  Gary & Nancy Nila
 2 years Edward & Paula Poll
  Van Simmons
  Harry Wong
 1 year Rene Cortez
  David Erickson
  Anthony Fabia
  Alfredo Garcia & Ana Saucedo
  Luis Herrera de Luca
  James & Charmaine Rood
  Michael Sun
  Troy David Walker

New Members — Transfers In
 James Cubbins 2007 White Carrera S
 Rafael Mendez 2006 Carrera S Cabriolet
 Chris Craig  2010 Guards Red Boxster
 Alvin Camarillo 2018 Agate Gray 718 Cayman
 Chris Mayring 1967 912

Ralph Arredondo

Skip Carter & Suesan Way

Mike Wilson

Robert Shanklin

Margaret & Jack Brown

Rob WesselsPeter Ohanesian

Dickson & Noella Lew

Nancy & Art Day

Arturo Chaparro & Stella Dea

Dylan & Truman Osborne

Cleant Brown

Rich & Tony Festa

Chris Schreiber

Ron Broughman

Kent Myers

Juliet Szegedi & Jeff Peck

Kent McLellan

Gary & Nancy Nila

Anne & David Lin

Marty Friedman

Stephen Krupnick

Harry Wong

Rafael Mendez

Christine Huynh

Troy Walker

Charmaine & Jim Rood Rene Cortez

Ed Meers

Jim Hoyland

by Pedro P. Bonilla, from Pedro's Garage 
Gold Coast Region PCA member

Well, it looks like if you’re getting a new Porsche, you’re 
going to have to take lessons in German because you’ll need to 
be able to say Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe, please. This is 
the wave of the future, the new(er) 7-speed, dual clutch trans-
mission from Porsche, now in its third generation. Even the 
new GT3 is now only offered exclusively with PDK. You can-
not get it with a stick shift! (changed since this was written).

To me, sports cars made a connection between the driver 
and the car through the shifter. Taking a manual transmis-
sion Porsche to the track or to a spirited drive on tight and 
winding mountain roads is like going to church. Having to 
concentrate on accelerating, braking, steering and shifting, 
and making it all seem effortless and appear like a ballet re-
quires a lot of effort and, after a session like that, I generally 
finish cleansed in body and soul.

One of my fondest memories is remembering my dad 
teaching me to drive. Learning to synchronize the letting 
out of the clutch with the left foot while smoothly accelerat-
ing with the right was jarring to say the least. I remember 
the jerking forward and stopping as my left foot let out too 
soon, but I overcame and, within a short time, became a very 
smooth driver.

A year or so later my dad decided that it was time for me 
to learn to heel-and-toe. He was then, as I am now, a track 
junkie and having one of his sons also enjoy anything that 
burned rubber and gasoline made him want to teach me 
everything he knew about cars (and he knew a great deal).

But I’m now somewhat saddened because my children 
probably won’t be able to teach my grandkids how to 
drive a stick, because there won’t be any! Well, there’ll 
be my Boxster, which will live forever, but... You know 
what I mean.

Vanishing Art

There’s no doubt that the Porsche Doppelkupplungsget-
riebe is an incredible feat of engineering capable of extremely 
fast shifting. It also makes shift points get their bearings from 
the driving dynamics of the driver. Upshifts, and especially 
downshifts, are perfect and made almost at the speed of light! 
Downshifts are even done with rev-matching, much better 
than what we can heel-and-toe in our dreams!

Having a PDK-equipped Porsche eliminates the require-
ment for heel-and-toe and shifting, which in turn allows 
the driver to better concentrate on steering, accelerating and 
braking, making him/her a faster driver around the track.

Porsche calls it a dual-clutch manual, but we all know it’s 
an automatic. I mean, it shifts for you without any input, 
and that’s the definition of an automatic, even though it has 
some pretty cool steering wheel-mounted shift paddles.

So, the joy of being one with the car and the road will 
very soon come to an end when the last Porsche stick shift 
is made (probably sooner than we expect).,But if there’s one 
thing I enjoy more than shifting and heel-and-toe, it’s lower-
ing my lap times at the track, so I can’t wait to have one 
of the new generation Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe-
equipped Porsches!!!

I guess I’ll just start teaching German to my grandkids so 
that they can properly pronounce: Porsche 
Doppelkupplungsgetriebe.

To learn more about PDK please visit my website at: 
wwwPedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing
Pedro
Ⓒ2013 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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GPX night with the stars at Mt. Wilson turned out to be 
the inspiration for our adventure to the Solar Eclipse. The 
group from GPX met at The Dish for dinner before heading 
up the mountain. This night we were joined for dinner by our 
telescope operator, Nick Arkimovich. Celestial bodies were 
the topic of conversation. Nick shared his plans of driving to 
Casper, Wyoming to join up with the Twilight Tours group to 
experience the eclipse. As always, driving down the mountain 
after another spectacular night of celestial gazing, this time 
through the 100” telescope, we were captivated by all we saw. 
So, right then we decided to fly to Denver, drive up to Glendo, 
Wyoming and experience The Great American Solar Eclipse.

It was meant to be… flights under $100.00 each way, 
a room in North Glen, CO, a farther drive than we had 
hoped, but totally doable... all booked and ready to go. 

When we landed in Denver we realized that we weren’t the 
only people flying in to see the eclipse. The pick- up line for 
already reserved rental car, usually a 15 minute wait, took two 
hours due to the crush of people. Everyone was wondering if 
the wait and hassle was worth it. Once we got our car we were 
off. Having arrived early Sunday, we drove the 3-1/2 hours to 
Glendo. Very few people were there and we wondered what 
all the news media hype was about. We had no traffic driv-
ing up and there were only a handful of people camped out. 
Glendo was directly under the centerline, so one would get 
the longest totality there. This was the place to be. We headed 
back to North Glen to get to bed early for an early rise to get 
back to Glendo the next morning. We wanted to capture the 
eclipse photographically from beginning to end. As we drove 
through Cheyenne we got off the interstate to see if there were 
any rooms available. First try, a room, for less money than the 
room in North Glen. We were now only 1 hour and about 30 
minutes from Glendo. We filled the car with gas, got some 
snacks for the long day of eclipse watching and got to bed early. 

On the road by 6 am (a later start than we had planned) 
traffic was definitely heavier, but people in Wyoming drive 
much better than LA. It moved and we were in Glendo be-
fore we knew it. However, Glendo looked very different than 
the afternoon before. It was packed and we would have to get 
back to Denver that night. So we made the decision to go a 
bit south to a pullout we saw. We set up the cameras and were 
enjoying the solitude of the high plains of Wyoming. As the 
eclipse began in its partial phase, a few people had pulled off 
I-25, and soon the whole pull out was full of eclipse watchers. 

As the moon made its way across the sun, the crowd ooohed 
and ahhhed. It was really something to watch. We had the 
proper solar glasses, so we could watch it happen. There are 
not words to explain totality. Just before it happens, the world 
changes: the temperature drops noticeably, the insects and 
creatures start talking, the stars and planets become visible, 
it is dark except around the horizon where there is daylight. 
Bailey’s Beads show themselves as does the Diamond Ring effect 
and then the corona. One can see flares (solar prominences), 
and for 118 seconds one can only stare in awe. Bailey’s Beads 
again, the Diamond Ring effect again, and totality is over. 
But something is still happening. Before totality the band of 
eclipse watchers were talkative, in a party mode. Now, as we 
all stood and watched the moon complete the dance with the 
sun, there was a quiet calm. Slowly, each of the other cars with 
its occupants left for the drive home and we were all alone 
on the pullout. Here on the high plains of Wyoming, next 
to Interstate 25, with all the eclipse watchers racing home, 
we watched until the dance was over, still in a trance of sorts.

It took us almost six hours to get back to Denver, but worth 
every minute. We are hooked and are planning for Texas in seven 
years to see the next total eclipse. The Texas eclipse is going to be 
4 ½ minutes of totality. If you ever get the chance, go, sit under 
the sun and watch as the moon makes magic before your eyes. 

2926 Miles for 1 minute and 58 seconds
...So worth it!By Terry Krueger

Photos by Boyd Krueger

Above: D-ring
Below: Bailey's Beads

Above: Nick Perdikaris
Below: Heavy traffic in Wyoming

Solar Event Stages
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Cutout right piece (at dotted line) and mail to address on back side

Ballot for Election of the 
2018 Grand Prix Region 

Board of Directors

Candidates for the 2018
Porsche Club of America, Grand Prix Region

Board of Directors
Each active and family member may vote for each candidate

  Active Family
  Member Member

 President, Jeff Peck ................................	 	. 
 Vice President, Alan Johnson .................  	. 
 Treasurer, Linda Cobarrubias .................  	. 
 Secretary, Marty Goldsmith ....................  	. 
 Member at Large, Skip Carter ................  	. 
 Member at Large, Dave Hockett .............  	. 
 Member at Large, Jimmie Mitchell ..........  	. 
	 Write in Candidate _________________  	. 

Ballots must be 
postmarked by 
November 1

Ballot for 2018 Grand Prix 
Region Board of Directors

Ballot for the Election
of the 

2018 GPX 
Board of Directors

DEADLINE:

Ballots must be postmarked 
by November 1

Porsche Club of America, 
Grand Prix Region
c/o Suesan Way Carter
 8030 La Mesa Boulevard #124
La Mesa, CA 91942

Place
Stamp
here

PCA - Grand Prix Region Name Badges
Order yours today!

Magnetic attachment - no pin        Light weight        $15.00

Order at the Goodie Store or Mail the Order Form from the 
GPX Website at http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429

Questions? Contact Jeff Peck  jbpeck@pacbell.net  (310) 345-8081

Your Name Here
2nd line if desired *

31/2" x 11/2"

* e.g., Grand Prix Region
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On Saturday, August 12th, Grand Prix members 
gathered for our annual Summer BBQ. The weather 
was perfect and once again, Barbara Gillam offered her 
beautiful home in Ladera Heights for the occasion. As 
members relaxed and socialized around the pool, the 
band Nostatic, played some great music for everyone’s 
enjoyment. Thanks to Dave Hockett for booking the band.

The first stop upon entering Barbara’s home was with 
Colleen Stein and Suesan Carter at the check-in table. 
Attendees were given a nice gift: a couple of re-useable 
Grand Prix PCA grocery bags. Donations were also accepted 
for our charity, Children's Dental Clinic of Long Beach.

This year Arturo Chaparro and Jeff Peck checked out 
a new vendor for the food, Bludso’s, in Los Angeles, which 
was recommended by GPX member Lorenzo Gray. Arturo 
and Jeff actually went to Bludso’s and ordered “one of 
everything” to sample the offerings and then ordered their 

Story by Charlie Carchedi 
Photos by Jimmie Mitchell

favorites for our BBQ. The food was fantastic, including 
ribs, barbecue chicken, brisket, a variety of salads, fresh 
fruit, and desserts galore. Suffice it to say no one went home 
hungry and several doggie bags were taken home as well!

Now we keep hearing the slogan “fueled by volunteers”. 
Well it’s not just a slogan. Grand Prix region events don’t just 
happen and the Summer BBQ is no exception. Earlier in the 
week, over a span of four days, Arturo set up for the party, 
including setting up the band stand. Arturo, together with his 
wife Stella Dea, took care of all the details, plates, utensils, ice 
and ice chests, beverages, napkins, etc. Susan Moard took care 
of getting all the desserts. Susan Moard and David Moard also 
helped Arturo take care of the cleanup when the party was over.

Thanks to all who helped make the GPX BBQ a 
success and a great way to spend a beautiful summer 
day with your Porsche Club friends. Again, many 
thanks to Barbara for hosting us in her beautiful home!

Juanita and Harold Jackson Arturo Chaparro, Jose Cortez, Jack Diramarian, David 
Witteried, and Glenn Isaeda

Reggie Garmon and Barbara Gilliam

Tom Scanlon, Eileen Walpole-Scanlon, Coleen 
Stein, and Suesan Carter

The band, Nostatic, provided some 
great music for our BBQ.

Alan Johnson, Art Day, Jeff Peck, and Bruce Jephcott.

Jimmie Mitchel and Barbara GillamHungry anyone? Brita and Marty Goldsmith, Skip Carter, 
David and Susan Moard

Brita Goldsmith, Karen and Bob LewisArturo Chaparro and Maritza Aguilar Barbara's home made a beautiful setting for our BBQ.

Bob and Karen Lewis, and Don Daggert

Jennifer Babsky, Stanley (in the center) 
and Eduardo Limon

Dennis Varnum, David Witteried, Fred Garcia, Michael 
Dolphin, David Middleton, and Eduardo Limon

Nick Perdikaris and Dave Hockett Anyone ready for dessert?

Bonnie Landsberg, Kathie Carchedi, Charlie 
Carchedi, Gail Brown with hat, Maritza Agu-
ilar, Hank Landsberg,  Edna Good, Ed Meers
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by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region
Book Reviews for Porschephiles
PORSCHE 70 YEARS there is no substitute
by Randy Leffingwell, published September 19, 2017 by Quatro Books, Minneapolis, MN

There are many authors who write books about Porches.  
Randy Leffingwell's is arguably the most prolific and com-
prehensive writer of  books about these cars. Hard to believe 
how recently it seems that he was attending Riverside Region's 
Porsche Timeline and traveling around SoCal taking pictures 
of cars for inclusion in his book Porsche 60 Years! Now, we 
already and maybe a bit prematurely, have PORSCHE 70 
YEARS coming to the book stores.

This review is 
based on a pre-pub-
lication digital draft.  
Some specifics may 
change by the time 
the printed book hits 
the shelves, but over-
all, this is one of those 
must have books for 
any Porschephile.

There is an Intro-
duction followed 
by thirty-six chap-
ters, starting with 
the 356-1 of 1948 
and concluding with 
a foretaste of the 
Mission E of 2020. 
Though presented 
in chronological or-
der, the chapters deal 
with topics, and of-
ten mix models together - “Chasing the Alphabet” covers the 
356A-C cars, but “New Materials” deals only with the 904. 
Each of these chapters is  very readable and informative. Copi-
ously illustrated and basically short, each chapter is eminently 
suited to the busy individual who must do recreational reading 
in snatches. In comparison with most books about Porsche, 
there is little about Ferdinand Porsche's childhood, his work 
for other companies, and his WWII activities. This is a book 
about the company Porsche, not the man Porsche. Typical of 
a Leffingwell book, the photography (by many different pho-
tographers) is outstanding and features more intimate details 
than most books about Porsche automobiles. 

 A nice touch (but possibly only in the electronic version) 
is that the chapter number is on upper left of left page; chap-

ter name is on upper right of right hand 
page, making it easy to tell where one 
is in the book when casually perusing the material.  This fea-
ture is especially useful when hunting for a particular topic 
amongst the 36 chapters. 

Coverage of production vehicles is most comprehensive.  
Though individual chapters are short, such rare production 
vehicles as the America Roadsters, the 916 (even the two 8 cyl 

inder 914s for the founders 
of Porsche), and all the itera-
tions of the 911 are well cov-
ered. This reviewer knows 
of no other book providing 
as comprehensive and con-
cise a description of the en-
tire Porsche catalog as does 
PORSCHE 70 YEARS

Befitting a book about 
Porsche's history, there is ex-
tensive coverage of the race 
cars. The 550 and 718 Spy-
ders, and the 917 935/6 cars 
are relatively well known, 
but unique coverage of some 
of the little known race cars, 
like the 804, is included as 
well. It explains why the 910 
was created out of sequence, 
and the 904 Kangaroo cars 
are described, as are the dif-

ferences in the fabrication techniques between the 904 and 
906 plastic bodies.

This book focuses more on the engineering and the contri-
butions of individuals than on race results, with many descrip-
tions of (and quotations from) the individuals involved. This 
book tends to show the human side of the cars - the culture of 
their genesis, if you will. European (or maybe just modern in 
appearance), the layout of the book is itself a work of art, with 
an illustrated table of contents!

PORSCHE 70 YEARS consists of 256 12 x 9-3/4 inch pag-
es, with 200 color, 50 b-w photos. By the time you read this, 
the book should be available for $60.00 from your favorite 
book seller (ask for it). 
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Each month at Breakfast Club we will reserve a line of prime parking 
spaces for selected Porsche models

For October, anyone driving a 356 or other pre-1965 Porsche
is invited to park in the Cone Zone.

• October — 356 and other 
pre-1965 Porsches (RSK, 
910, etc)

• November — 914
• 

• December — 912/911   
 '78 & earlier

• January — Cayman

 For advertising information, contact:
  Skip Carter      619.992.9927       skipcarter@pobox.com

Full bleed available on half & full page only

    Size           Invoiced Quarterly        Size
Business card 40.00/mo 3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page 75.00/mo 3 5/8" x 4 1/2"
Half page 125.00/mo 7 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Full page 200.00/mo 7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position 250.00/mo 4 Color pricing +40%

Commercial Advertising Rates 

 Classified Ads
                          Free to PCA members, including photo

NEW MEMBERS 
receive a free 

GPX Coffee Mug

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!

First Saturday of each month — 9:00 AM
$14.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages

Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach   (562) 756-8520

PCA has something for everybody!

Social Events  Porsche Parade
Tours & Rallies    Treffen N. America
On-Track Driving    Member Discounts
Concours d'elegance   Club Racing  
Panorama (National Magazine) Autocross
The Circuit (GPX Magazine) 3000+ Events Annually
All for only $46/yr !

Apply Online at PCA.org 
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our 
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com

Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
                   GPXPatty@mindspring.com   (714) 402-2405
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2 beautiful customer lounges
Full time concierge

L.A.’s only Porsche Classic Partner  
30 Porsche Service loaners available

24 Service Bays
Dog Park

Free Hybrid Charging Stations
Conveniently located off the 405 freeway

20 minutes from the all-new Porsche Experience Center

14610 Hindry Avenue       Hawthorne CA 90250       855-484-5896
For more information on our new location visit us at: www.porschesouthbay.com

Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O.	Box	2119
Huntington Beach, CA  92647
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