January 2022

The Circuit

January 2022

GRAND PRIX REGION &
ZONE 8 CLUB CALENDAR
January
1 Sat
8 Sat
8 Sat
15 Sat
			
17 Mon
21-23 F-Sun
22-23 S-Sun
27-30 F-Sun

New Year's Day
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Zone 8 President's Meeting,
Hyatt Regency, Westlake Village
Martin Luther King Day
IMSA Roar Before the Rolex 24
San Diego Region DE/TT, Chuckwalla
IMSA Rolex 24 at Daytona

February
4-6
12
12
19
21
26
26-27
27

F-Sun
Sat
Sat
Sat
Mon
Sat
S-Sun
Sun

PCA Club Race, Sebring
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
GPX TOUR of the Canyons
President's Day
L.A. Lit Meet & Toy Show
San Diego Region DE/TT, Streets
356 Swap Meet & Car Display

March
4
12
12
16-19
18-20
19
25-27
25-27
28

Fri
Sat
Sat
F-Sun
F-Sun
Sat
F-Sun
F-Sun
Mon

PCA Werks Reunion, Amelia Island
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
IMSA Twelve Hours of Sebring
F1 Bahrain
GPX TOUR - Malibu Canyon to Paradise Cove
PCA Club Race, Virginia International Raceway
F1 Saudi Arabia
GPX Day Away from Work

April
2-3
2-3
8-9
8-10
8-10
9
9
16
22-23
22-24
23-24
27-1
29-1

S-Sun PCA Club Race, Thunderhill Raceway 1
S-Sun San Diego Region DE/TT, Chuckwalla
S-Sun Long Beach Grand Prix
F-Sun PCA Club Race, Road Atlanta
F-Sun F1 Australia
Sat
GPX Monthly Breakfast
Sat
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Sat
Cal Central Coast region, Teststrecke #51
F-Sat PCA Club Race, Lime Rock
F-Sun F1 Italy
S-Sun PCA Club Race, Heartland Motorsports Park
Spring Treffen, Broadmoor, Colorado Springs
F-Sun IMSA Monterey Sports Car Championship

May
6-8
7
8
13-15
13-15
14
14
14-15
20-22
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F-Sun
Sat
Sun
F-Sun
F-Sun
Sat
Sat
S-Sun
F-Sun

F1 Miami Grand Prix
Cal Central Coast Region Autocross School
Cal Central Coast Region /Autocross
PCA Club Race, NOLA
IMSA Mid-Ohio Sports Car Challenge
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
PCA Club Race, Buttonwillow 1
PCA Club Race, Mid-Ohio

If you have suggestions about other events that
you think our members would be interested in
seeing on our calendar, please let me know
20-22 F-Sun F1 Spain
21-22 S-Sun PCA Club Race Hastings Ranch
22-GPX Concours d'Elegance, Lakewood Country Club
27-28 F-Sun F1 Monaco
28-29 S-Sun PCA Club Race, Eagles Canyon Raceway !
28-29 S-Sun San Diego Region DE/TT, Big Willow
30 Mon
Memorial Day

June
3-4
4
10-12
11
11
11-12
17-19
17-19
23-26

S-Sun
Sat
F-Sun
Sat
Sat
S-Sun
F-Sun
F-Sun
T-Sun

July
1-3
1-3
4
8-10
9
9
9-10
15-16
22-24
23
29-31
29-31

F-Sun
F-Sun
Mon
F-Sun
Sat
Sat
S-Sun
S-Sun
F-Sun
Sat
F-Sun
F-Sun

Detroit Grand Prix
Cal Central Coast Region, Autocross
F1 Azerbaijan
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
PCA Club Race, UMC (Miller Motorsports Park)
PCA Club Race, Watkins Glen
F1 Canada
IMSA Six Hours of the Glen

F-Sun
F-Sun
Sat
Sat
Sat
F-Sun
F-Sun
S-Sun

IMSA Sportscar Weekend, Road America
PCA Club Race, New Jersey Motorsports Park		
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Cal Central Coast Region, Autocross
IMSA Michelin GT Challenge at VIR
F1 Belgium
PCA Club Race, Sonoma Raceway 1

September
2-4
3-5
5
9-11
10
10
14-18
16-18

President
Suesan Way Carter
(619) 992-4287
Suesan@pobox.com
Vice President
Eric Peterson
(562) 533-0573
thepetersons_crib@
msn.com

GPX CHAIRS
Activities - Arturo Chaparro
arturo7music@sbcglobal.net

Car Classification - Don Dickey
donald.dickey.us@gmail.com
(805) 312-2101
Chief Driving Instructor Nick Perdikaris
nickperdi@gmail.com
(310) 901-8154
Children's Dental Cliinic Liason - Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com
(714) 402-2405

Secretary
Circuit Editor- Skip Carter
Alan Johnson
SkipCarter@pobox.com
(562) 305-8002
alantheinspector@verizon.net Concours - Patty Reilly

GPXPatty@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Hank Landsberg
(562) 493-3589

HENRYENG@aol.com

F-Sun F1 Netherlands
F-Sun PCA Club Race, Road America
Mon
Labor Day
F-Sun F1 Italy
Sat
GPX Monthly Breakfast
Sat
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Fall Treffen - Sun River Inn, Bend, Oregon
F-Sun PCA Club Race, Summit Point

GPX Tour Information and registration
PCAGPX.MotorsportsReg.com
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Write of Way, by Suesan Way Carter

Skip Carter

Canadian Geese

I

had many high lights over my many years working the
California Festival of Speed not the least of which was
being in the Pace Car with Cecelia Knauf as her radio
person communicating with the tower for Club Racing. I
gotta tell you what a kick that was – that is a great sound
of being in a GT3 with a pack of highly modified race cars
climbing up your backside warming up for their race… And
then when tires were hot and I was rolling down my window
as we raced down pit lane beside the about to be released
racers being given the green flag… For a social worker from
little old Toronto that is a far cry from quiet halls of the orthopaedic unit of the hospital I roamed for 30 years making
for a different kind of excitement!
Tracks were never really my thing. Heck, driving is not
my thing! Having to go to the grocery store or run errands is
stressful enough for me – no one would ever call me Danger
Woman! If it looks dangerous or smells dangerous, I am out.
Smelling dangerous would include the times my Dad, two
sisters and I went for horseback riding lessons and sailing
lessons. Let us just say that you cannot go back and wait in
the car from sailing lessons! I did eventually learn to sail, but
horses (gorgeous creatures), just don’t like me – Here, have
an apple!
So, doing the Pace Car and being monitored by the Steward was perfect for me. It was like having my Dad watching
me learn how to ride a bike. Couldn’t have been better, big
scary stuff monitored by the Boss Man of the Event.
So, there we were at the last California Festival of Speed
last October and I had put thousands and thousands of hours
in over the 17 events I worked (including the covid plagued,
yet fun filled Virtual CFOS in 2020).
We had been approached by Drive for a Cure, an organization that raises funds for Parkinson’s Disease. Using some
of our sponsorship money for the extra time on the track, we
did an after-hours fundraiser for them. People bought tickets
to go on the track in exotic cars at freeway speeds. We had a
large group of drivers offer to use their cars to give rides on
the track. They were absolutely beautiful cars... Some stunning colors, incredible Ferraris, A highly modified race car
with full cage that had a couple of teenagers and their parents
smiling from ear to ear. But what happened was we had more
cars than people wanting rides. We had donors who did not
want rides, so everyone got many rides in many cars and the
excitement was overwhelming with smiles all around as the
multi colored sun was fast setting down over Fontana.
All of a sudden one of our members and buddies, Don
Dickey, who owns a beautiful black on black fully loaded
Cayenne Turbo, comes in dropping off his passenger. The
4

sun is setting, the sky is beautiful and we are just about done.
He says "Suesan, please get in my car now, or your husband
is coming in to get you." Since I know Skip, I knew I was
going on the track like it or not.
I looked up at the sky and oranges and blues were gorgeous and the sun would be gone in minutes behind the San
Gabriel Mountains. I jumped into the Cayenne and... Well,
Don is an extremely qualified driver and instructor. I would
trust him with my life, which I did for an absolutely perfect
lap of the track. Don drove the perfect line as the sun went
down for my final Festival of Speed. Could there be a better
ending? Not a chance – Sun Down at Fontana.
New Zone 8 Representative
Many of you will recognize
the woman in this photo. Lori
DeCristo, is a member and past
president of the California Inland
Region, a long time volunteer at
the California Festival of Speed,
an active participant in Zone 8
events for many years and one of
my regular consultants when I
have a problem,
Lori is our new Zone 8 Representative. Grand Prix Region member, Jeff Peck is stepping
down from that position after two years and PCA has chosen
Lori to pick up the reins.
We are excited to have Lori fill this position and look forward to working with her for the next several years.

Retirement
I'm 75 years old, still pretty active and enjoying life but...
getting older and realizing that I'm a lot closer to the end of
things than the beginning. Someday I'll not want to or be
able to do things like being Circuit Editor, or Suesan and I
managing our track program.
So, now would be a great time for some of you to step up
and see if you might want to experience even part of the fun
and enjoyment we have had over these decades.
Grand Prix Region trailer
Grand Prix Region owns a trailer. In this trailer are things
like 1000 traffic cones, white boards, helmets, timing equipment, a generator, tables and chairs and drawers full of other
incidental things. We bought this trailer when the Pomona
Fairgrounds was available to us for Drivers Education events,
Time Trials and Instructor Training sessions. I'm talking
about a VERY LARGE parking lot which, in the 1950s, was
one of Southern California's very popular road race tracks for
sports cars. Our own Marty Goldsmith (GPX Consigliari)
was a steward at many of these events back then.
For the last ~10 years we have only used tha trailer once a
year to support the California Festival of Speed, which looks
like will not happen again.
Getting to the Point
There are several large parking lot venues in the Los
Angeles basin that come clubs use to put on the same events
that we used to do at the Pomona Fairgrounds. The reason
we have not approached these locations is that Suesan and I
really don't want to expand what we are already doing BUT,
we would LOVE for some of you to step up and see if this
is something you would enjoy learning about and, possibly,
stepping into our shoes one of these days.

How to Take the First Step
Start by giving myself or Suesan a call or send an email.
That information is on the Masthead page 3. We would be
more than happy to help you explore some of this stuff.
Changing Subjects — The Theme of this Issue
The second thing that I want to throw out there is the
theme I came up with for this first issue of 2022... A wrap up
of 2021 and how we were affected by the virus.
I have included some articles from other 2021 Circuits and
several new stories as well. These contributions come from a
lot of great people who have supplied me with the stuff that
goes into this magazine and onto our website...
GPX Website
And while I just mentioned our website, I don't know
how many of you realize that Jimmie Mitchell has done two
things in this club that no one else has come close to: He is
the club photographer and, as such, very rarely is not at one
of our events and suppling most of the images in The Circuit
and on our website.
The other thing that Jimmie has been head of since 2008
is the Grand Prix Region website which, by the way, has won
PCA national awards the last two years with work contributed by Bill Simon, a great guy and fellow webmaster from
the Denver area..
Looking Ahead
As I put together the 2022 calendar for this Circuit and
thinking about what GPX is going to be up to this year, I
am very excited about what I see going on. If you've even
thought about taking your Porsche to the track but have not
pulled that trigger, take a look at the story "It's Never Been
Tracked" on page 14.
Sleazy Dog Construction

GPX SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-Grand-Prix-Region/336827569682620
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pca%20grand%20prix%20region&sm=1
GooglePlus: https://plus.google.com/114590990404477994856/posts
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/PCAGrandPrix
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/168187975@N07/albums
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GRAND PRIX REGION
2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
STORY BY SKIP CARTER; PHOTOS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

W

e all remember that COVID first hit our country
early March 2020 and Grand Prix Region, like
PCA and the rest of the planet, was trying to
figure out how to operate with, through or around the virus.
An unprecedented three different GPX presidents that year
was just one by product. However, we ended 2020 with a lot
of success, including the fabulous Ducky Race that Connie
Sommers created and ended up raising about $7,500 for
Children's Dental Health Clinic (CDHC), a Day Away from
Work DE in October, wonderful support of the December
Toy Drive for CDHC, tours to Angeles Crest, Ventura to
Fraser Park, Sensorio and more. We had to cancel our Holiday Party and our board meetings after March were carried
out via Zoom.
2021 started with high hopes. COVID started coming into
control, then the Delta variant kicked in and, by the end of
2021 we had Omicron, which we are still learning the basics
about while drug manufacturers are racing to come up with
medicines specific to this one.
6

Things slowly opened up at by Fall and we were able to
have our monthly Breakfast meetings again, even though we
had to modify that way things were done and how the food
was handled. Most everyone was cautious about mask wearing and social distancing, but there were a few who totally
disregarded these mandates. Fortunately, we heard nothing
about the virus infecting members at any of our events.
It was about this time that Chris Way became a GPX
member. Even though he lives in Toronto (yes dear, that
would be Canada), he jumped right in. Unbeknownst to us
Chris had talent with graphic design and we soon had a new,
fresh look to most of our flyers. At one point Suesan asked
that we create another region logo. We had been complaining
about the one(s) in use for (literally) decades, but Chris came
up with an idea that we adopted.
In February we announced the Grand Prix Region's Virtual
Car Show. Chris ended up managing the entire event, communicating with the participants, judging and awards. We
had a lot of participants and devoted almost the entire June

Circuit to the results. June was also the month that Suesan
and I became grandparents, again!!!
We did produce three DE events at Streets of Willow,
joining with the L.A. region on those. We also held a long
overdue DE Instructor Training in October. This was the first
one that GPX produced on our own in many years, but it
worked out very well.
Our Tour program came back in full stride, even if we had
to make some adjustments because of COVID. Rod Simmons had stepped up and was working with Alan Johnson
as co-chairs. Alan has stepped back in 2022 with Rod taking
the helm assisted by retiring Zone 8 Rep, Jeff Peck.
Tours included our annual Paradise Cove drive, Ventura
to Solvang to Jalama Beach, Angeles Crest to Wrightwood,
Azusa to Mt Baldy, Malibu to the Wings Museum at Camarillo Airport, our annual Summer BBQ, an Apple Pie tour
to Julian, a fabulous tour of Eric Joiner's private car collection, a night viewing at Mt. Wilson Observatory and others I
can't remember.
We did have a PCA Parade in French Lick, Indiana in July.
At that point restaurants, hotels and resorts across the country were offering reduced service because of employee issues.
Parade was no different. The previous year's Parade in Palm
Springs was cancelled because of the virus, so it was nice to
get back to it, even though it was obvious that things had not
returned to "normal" yet.
Over Labor Day week I managed to fly to Chicago and
attended the PCA Club Race at Road America. Chris Way
met me in Chicago and we traveled together for two weeks
attending the Road America race and the Sportscar Together
Fest at the Indianapolis Speedway the following weekend. I
have to admit that these two events were about as "normal"
as any events I attended since the outbreak of the virus.
Much different that what we saw in May when Suesan and I
went to Kentucky and Indiana for Parade.
The club calender ended up with our Holiday Party at the
Long Beach Yacht Club. It really felt great being back after
missing 2020. The dinner and Silent Auction were fabulous.
It looks like our yearly fundraising in 2021 will exceed the
highest we've ever managed to raise for Children's Dental
Health Clinic. Thank you to everyone who participated in
that. We also had something new. We had a camera that
made it possible for members not in attendance to tune in
to watch and listen to the going's on. Thanks to Suesan and
Doc Pryor for that. You can expect to see more opportunities
like that to allow members to tune in to more of our events
in the future. The Party was MC'd by Suesan Carter and Vinita Khilnani, our newest board member. Vinita even graced
us with a song. What a wonderful talent!!!
Probably the biggest thing on Suesan's plate this year was
going back to the California Festival of Speed. COVID
forced us to cancel our normal Spring date, and the only
other weekend available was Halloween, October 30-31.
Because of the NASCAR threat (for 3 years now) to
demolish the track and infield to build a "short oval", we've
been struggling about how to plan ahead, which has not been
easy. Moving the event to Fall did not help. We ended up

making a little money, and the crowds were not as large as
we would have liked but, overall, it was a great event. Suesan
and her team created some new features that were very well
received.
As we start 2022 we all have hopes of COVID fading into
the background, but we'll just have to wait and see how
things develop. Check out the calendar on page 2. We're just
in the early planning stages for Tours, so watch for notices
and flyers for these as we get the on the calendar.
So thanks to everyone for hanging in there and getting
through this very unusual period. Let's just hope that the new
normal will make us smile.

If you have any interest in helping out
with some of our events, there are a
few positions that could use help. See
the notice below:

VACANT POSITIONS

If you interested in information about
helping with one of the following positions, contact Suesan at:
Suesan@pobox.com or 619.992.4287
Advertising / Marketing
GPX Store
Tech Inspection
Tech Sessions
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OVER $2 MILLION RECOVERED

The Circuit

Tips for Recovering Diminished Value
and Loss of Use Damages

E

VERY CAR BUYER
understands a vehicle’s
accident history can substantially reduce its value. The
first thing most savvy car
buyers do when purchasing
a used vehicle is check the
car’s accident history with a
service like CARFAX. Even
if a car seems mechanically
sound and cosmetically clean,
the car’s accident history
significantly decreases its market value. If your
vehicle is damaged in a collision due to someone
else’s negligence, you’re entitled to recover more
than repair costs. You’re also entitled to recover
for the ‘diminished value’ and ‘loss of use’ of your
vehicle from being damaged and repaired.
Diminished Value is the difference
between the market value of a car prior to a
collision and its reduced value immediately
after having been repaired. The idea is simple,
given a choice between two vehicles, one that
has been in a serious collision and another
which has not, buyers will invariably choose the
vehicle without a collision history. No matter
how well a car has been repaired, it’s invariably
worth less than before the collision.
In California, damages for diminished
value can be recovered against the insurer for
the party who negligently damaged your car,
but not against your own insurer. Diminished
value is likely not recoverable in California for
a leased vehicle unless you sustain an actual
loss upon lease termination.
Proving Diminished Value damages
generally requires hiring an appraiser to determine a vehicle’s Fair Market Value before

8

the accident and immediately after repairs have been
completed. While the trend
is slowly changing, you can
expect insurance companies
to aggressively deny diminished value damages, falsely
claiming they’re not recoverable in California or a vehicle
must first be sold to determine damages.
Loss of Use is also an important item of damages in California. Damages
for loss of use are calculated by what a similar
car to yours would rent for during the time reasonably necessary to repair or replace a vehicle
following an accident.
Damages for Loss of Use can be significant. Most new, luxury or exotic cars are
expensive to rent. Repairing these vehicles may
take weeks or months to complete. It’s not unusual for a high-end vehicle to rent for $1,000
or more per day. If repairs take sixty days, the
Loss of Use would be $60,000.
_____________________________________
About the Author: Russell Kerr of Kerr & Sheldon has been handling diminished value and loss of use
claims exclusively for the past
four years. In 2015, Kerr was
instrumental in petitioning
the California Supreme Court
Judicial Counsel to change
the DV jury instruction to make clear California consumers can recover both the cost
of repairing their cars, as well as any loss in
value from the accident. To learn more email
Russell@KerrLawFirm.com

HAS YOUR CAR LOST VALUE
FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT?

Diminished Value and Loss of Use ARE Recoverable
BEFORE ACCIDENT
$193,580

AFTER ACCIDENT REPAIR
$135,500

DIMINISHED VALUE

The decreased value of a car
following an accident and
all proper repairs.

LOSS OF USE

The cost to rent a similar
vehicle while car is
being repaired.

We’re California’s #1 law firm for Diminished Value and Loss of Use claims.
Over $2 million recovered... and counting!

&

Kerr Sheldon 714.531.5900 | www.KerrLawFirm.com | russell@kerrlawfirm.com
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
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HOLIDAY PARTY 2021
YES - OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY WAS BACK AFTER A COVID LAYOFF OF ONE YEAR
STORY BY SKIP CARTER; PHOTOS BY JIMMIE MITCHELL

I can tell you... After cancelling our 2020 Holiday Party
because of COVID, we were on the edge of our chairs as
we got closer and closer to our 2021 December 11 date at
the Long Beach Yacht Club. There were a few new twists,
outside patio doors had to be kept open for air circulation.
We thought that this might result in a very cold room, but
it ended up not being a problem even though it was pretty
brisk outside. Guests needed to show vaccination records or
a recent test result pre omicron and a couple of other hoops
were in the way but as it turned out we made it successfully
through to the other side .
The party committee thought of everything, including a
new conference camera designed to capture members watching from the comfort of their homes. We got good feedback
from this with the suggestion that we might want to move
the camera around to follow the action more, rather than just
have it focused on the podium. This was the first time we'd
used this type of camera, so we expect to do even better the
next opportunity, which will probably be the Zone 8 Banquet this month.
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We had a great group of people at the party, many new
faces and we pretty much filled the place. We planned on 80
people and we just went a little over that number.
Suesan Carter and Vinita Khilnani were great emcees. They
worked the room well together and, at one point, we even
got to hear Vinita’s beautiful singing voice. With nothing but
a simple recorded musical accompaniment she just, like an
amazing stage act, sang Walking in a Winter Wonderland. She
is an amazing entertainer – incredibly talented and so much
fun and funny. Check her out @OMGVinita and laugh.
The Silent Auction went very well. Arturo Chaparro organized the solicitation and transportation of the 42 donated
items We were concerned about how many items we would
get and the funds we would raise for the Children's Dental
Health Clinic but, in the end our overall total to CDHC
for 2021 should exceed our highest ever annual donation.
Besides the auction donations are requested on our driving
tours and the club part of the monthly 50/50 raffle at our
Breakfast meetings is also earmarked for Children's Dental
Health Clinic. Thanks to everyone for that!

I prepared the bid sheets and item
cards and Arturo and I set up the items
on about a dozen banquet tables.
We enjoyed the company of several
people from the Children’s Dental
Clinic including Doctor John and Mrs.
Cindy Blake, Belinda Wells, Evelin
Perez and Mark Culbertson. They are
all wonderful to have with us and having Dr. Blake, the Director, talk a little
about the clinic, and have them collect
the funds directly from the silent auction is always wonderful. This way the
Silent Auction money goes directly to
the clinic.
We want to thank the Yacht Club's
management and employees. As usual,
they were on the job helping whenever
we needed anything. At one point I
was asked to hang a large banner on
one of the windows. I asked the closest employee if he could get me some
duct tape, white if possible. About
45 seconds later he was back with
exactly what I needed. Each time I
heard someone ask for help or required
something it was completely taken care
of immediately.
The dinner was very good, there
were gifts on each table for everyone to
take home, lots of door prizes and gifts
for the Board of Directors and Chairs
thanking them for all that was done
over 2021 in keeping the region filled
with many many fun events.
It was really nice to be back with our
members to help celebrate our 40th anniversary as a PCA region. We had two
very nice banners to display, one on its
own portable stand and the larger one
duct taped to a large window. These
items were sent to us from PCA to
help celebrate our 40th anniversary as a
PCA region.
All in all it was a wonderful party
and the reviews were excellent. The
Long Beach Yacht Club continues to
be a fabulous venue for this annual
event. We need to thank Yacht Club
members Carl and Chris Bloom for
securing the site for us each year.
Thanks to everyone for making this a
great event to wind up 2021.
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Upper left: Vinita and Preeth receiving the Grand Prix
Region Enthusiast of the Year award
Center left: Patrick Sloan and Eric Peterson receiving the
GPX Competition award
Lower left: Susan Board and Arturo Chaparro receiving gits
for their work as Social and Activities chairs
Top right: Alan and Gretchen Johnson. Alan is the board
secretary and retiring Tours co-chair
Bottom right: Rod Simmons receiving his gift as our Tours
co-chair with Alan Johnson. Rod will be moving into the
lead role for Tours in 2022

Upper Left: Vinita and Suesan dancing??? as part of the job
of MC'ing the event
Lower left: Dr. John Blake giving us an update on the Children's Dental Health Clinic
Upper right: Ludmila Osipovo and Nick Perdikaris. Ludmila
retired as our GPX Store manager. Nick has replaced Dave
Hocket as region CDI (Dave moved to Idaho) and continues as
our track Safety chair
Center Right: Belinda Wells from CDHC and Linda
Cobarrubias holding one of the 100+ stuffed animals that
Linda brought and donated to CDHC
Bottom right: Belinda Wells, Evelin Perez and Mark Culbertson
from CDHC
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IT'S NEVER BEEN TRACKED!
STORY & PHOTOS BY PEDRO P. BONILLA, SUNCOAST REGION PCA

If you’ve ever purchased a used Porsche or if you have
perused the classifieds for a used Porsche, I’m sure you've
seen how many of the sellers state, with pride, and generally
in bold letters, that: “this Porsche has never been tracked!”
Every time I read that or hear it from a potential buyer of a
car that I’ll be doing a Pre-Purchase Inspection (PPI) on that
that’s what he’s looking for, it saddens me.
The way I see it, why buy a Porsche if you will never drive
it the way the good Doctor Porsche intended it to be driven?
If you’re purchasing a very valuable and collectible example
of the marque, as an investment, only to be admired and
one day sold for multiple times of what you bought it for,
I understand. But to buy it and be afraid to drive it hard is
absurd!
Porsches are just one of a handful of cars that are meant for
street and track use. I don’t mean that you have to be at every
track day from every PCA Region and become a track junkie,
but one of the greatest feelings in Porsche ownership is driving your car on the track and discovering its and your limits.
It’s also good for them! We’ve come to realize that Porsches
that are driven hard (not abused) tend to work better and
have less issues down the road.
14

feel better protected, you can also purchase track insurance
for your track day. When you go to the track for the first
time (and for a few more times after that) you are considered
a novice driver and will have an assigned instructor riding
in the car with you. The instructor is there to guide you by
offering information and first-hand knowledge to make your
track day safe and fun.
First you start at the classroom where the Chief Instructor
will cover the basics and explain how the track day will go.
After that, you go on-track!
By attending a few Driver Education (DE) events you
eventually can advance to a stage where you no longer need
an in-car instructor, although you still keep learning. If you
want to pursue it, eventually, you can also become an instructor yourself! I’ve been an HPDE instructor for many years
and every time I do another track day I learn something new
about me and/or my car.
If your Porsche has lived its life strictly on the roads, it really hasn’t lived at all. So, what are you waiting for? Contact
your local PCA Region and sign up for the next DE event.
There’s nothing more enjoyable you can do with your Porsche.
Not sure if these cars can really take the hard driving? I’ll
use my car as an example. It’s a 1998 2.5L Boxster. I started
doing DE events as soon as the car finished the break inperiod by the Summer of ’98 in St. Louis where I was living.
Since then, to date it now just reached 300,000 miles on
the odometer and of those, close to 15,000 miles are on the
track. I’ve tracked it at Gateway International, Road America,
Bristol Motor Speedway, Homestead-Miami Speedway, Palm
Beach International (Moroso), Daytona International Speedway, Roebling Road, Road Atlanta, and at my home track
and favorite of all, Sebring International Speedway.

For more information about track days and more, please
visit my website: www.PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing,

The IMS bearing fix: DOF
We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue
of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches

We carry the techNOwind clear windstop for 981
Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

technolab
PedrosGarage

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting,

AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.
954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

Some people are concerned about getting a stone chip and
cover the front end in blue tape, but it’s not that bad! The
track is usually fairly clean. Many of the most used tracks
around the country are well maintained and kept by a professional crew which does a great job. Furthermore, you can
control who’s in front of you and how close. If you feel that
you’re too close just let them get away and you’ll have plenty
of clean, fresh air in front of you.
Driving on the track is also quite safe! PCA does everything in its power to make it so. From the organization of
the DE to the safety requirements which must be adhered to.
Within 30 days before you get to the track you need to take
your Porsche to an authorized shop for a (complimentary)
tech inspection to make sure that the tires, brakes, suspension
and all safety equipment such as seat belts, windshield, etc.
are in place and operational.
Racetracks are designed for cars to travel at high speed. The
surface is generally better than most roads, cars run in the
same direction (most of the time), and there are no speeding
tickets issued. At all PCA DE events there are professional
corner workers present to warn you of any potential dangers
ahead through the use of colored flags. And if you want to
15
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WHY I WILL MISS FESTIVAL
THE LAST CALIFORNIA FESTIVAL OF SPEED (CFOS)?
AND WHY HAS IT BEEN SO IMPORTANT TO ZONE 8
STORY BY SKIP CARTER; PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY STEPHEN KRUPNICK & STEVE GELDMAN

W

hy is Zone 8 truly unique to
PCA, and why was the Festival so important?
Of the 14 regions that make up Zone
8, 9 of them lie in a geographical area
about 155 miles long North to South
and 92 miles East to West. That’s 9
regions in an area smaller than most any
other PCA single region. The population in that area is about 18 million.
The Fontana track is pretty much
right in the middle of this area. When
we created the Club Race we thought
of it more as a festival where lots of
Porschephiles would come, which is
exactly what happened.
While PCA does not allow spectator
events, and we could not charge admission, we were able to market the event
to Porsche enthusiasts throughout the
zone. The results were 3-5000 attendees each year who were not directly
involved with Club Racing (staff, crew,
friends, drivers).
It also required 300 volunteers to
manage this crowd over this three day
event, most used for traffic control. It
was the largest annual Porsche Club
event on the West Coast, and nothing
16

brought zone members out like the Festival.
From the beginning PCA Club Racing has been the signature event of Festival, with everything else built around
it. We especially wanted to make it a
welcome, safe event for families with
plenty of activities for everyone.
Why is it Going Away?
After 20 years, it appears that we may
have had the last Festival last October.
NASCAR had been threatening to
demolish the current track and build a
high bank, short oval, eliminating the
road course we’ve used since 2002.
For three years we’ve been working
around that threat, we had to convert
2020 to a virtual event which, while successful, was just not the same. In 2021
COVID forced a cancellation of our
normal Spring date, so we held it on the
only available weekend, October 30-31.
The Fall event was good and incorporated some very well received new features, but I think that between COVID
date changes and the NASCAR threat,
the uncertainty of the future has taken
its toll.

History
The California Festival of Speed event
ran for 20 years, from 2002 until 2021.
Back in 2000 I was pretty active in the
San Diego region. At that time we were
the biggest performance driving region
in Zone 8. We had Jack Murphy/Qualcomm Stadium for monthly autocrosses
and several Time Trial locations used
during the year. We were proud to be
able to run 100-140 cars at autocross
with 9-12 60-90 second laps each
month. Third gear was always needed.
Not bad for a parking lot!
2000 was the year Ron Mistak became
part of the driving team. Unbeknown to
us, he was the overall winner at the very
first PCA Club Race (Second Creek
Raceway near Denver). The rest of us
had never heard of Club Racing, but
Ron found out that Roger Penske (who
owned the California Speedway in Fontana) had just decided to allow clubs to
rent the facility, and he thought it was
time for our region to get into the game.
A core team quickly came together. We
spent the next two years working our
tails off trying to produce the absolute
best event we could. But Ron didn’t

want just a race... He wanted a Festival.
“Someday we’ll have a Ferris Wheel like
Le Mans.”
So, in 2002 we held the first Festival.
There was no Ferris wheel, but we had
a great turnout of racers, time trialers,
the largest Vendor Row I’ve ever seen at
a Club Race and about 5,000 Porsche
enthusiasts. There was a swap meet,
driving simulators, a mini autocross,
lunch time track tours, guest speakers,
slot cars, Porsche Time Lines and more.
Just about everything we could think
of got implemented and, for a first year
event, we were happy to walk away with
about $40,000 more than we started
with.
2003 was a disaster. Because we failed
to secure a date, we had to tag along
with a Grand Am race, which killed a
lot of the momentum built up in 2002.
2004 got back on track, but it was going
to take some time to get back to the

2002 level.
Festival started as a region event, but
after a few years the board decided to
drop the event. The management team
immediately approached our Zone 8
Rep, Bev Gould, who was more than
happy to make Festival an annual Zone
8 event.
Team management evolved. When
Tom Brown became Zone 8 Rep he
took a direct interest in Festival and
eventually became the co-chair with
Vince Knauf. When Vince and Cecelia retired my wife, Suesan, stepped up
and co-managed the event with Tom
through this last year.
I was the registrar for that first race in
2002. I had reached out to several of the
largest club race registrars for help and
soon had everything I needed to handle registration. Among those sending
help were Lisa Musante, Donna Amico,
Helen Lane, Bill Larkin, Tim Westby,

Glen Gatlin, Don Busby, George &
Connie Beuselinck and others. This
was my first involvement with a PCA
Club Race and they made sure I had
everything I needed to do my job.
But, as usual... It proved once
again, it’s not just the cars!
The following several pages offer a
collage of photos in my attempt to
show the variety of events that were
incorporated into the CFOS
I’ve been to more than 15 other
PCA Club Racing venues, am always
amazed by the dedication of so many
of the volunteers, and always walk
away realizing that what we were
doing in Fontana, primarily because
we were able to market to Porsche
“enthusiasts” throughout the Zone
was truly unique
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Lots of stuff for kids, old and young
It took 300 volunteers working 4 hour shifts to make this 3-day
event run smoothly. Traffic control used the most volunteers with
Grid, Track Tours and everything else taking up the rest.
It was a great year when we discovered that we could pay the track
to stop using their (terrible) track food and we were allowed to bring
in a variety of food trucks (one dedicated to coffee).

The Circuit

January 2022

JULIAN APPLE PIE TOUR
STORY & PHOTOS BY ALAN JOHNSON

Fall is apple season in Julian
The Grand Prix Region invited Orange County Region to
join us on the Apple Pie Tour to Julian on September 25th.
Forty-six cars traveling in four groups enjoyed the back roads
up into the hills of San Diego County to the historic old
mining town of Julian.
After breakfast at the Original Pancake House in Orange,
the drivers enjoyed Santiago Canyon. After a left turn at
historic Cook’s Corner onto Live Oak Canyon Road, the two
- lane road twisted and turned under a canopy of Live Oak
trees on the way to Ortega Highway. The Ortega did not
disappoint as there was very little slow traffic.
After a pit stop at the Starbucks in Wildomar, there was
a short leg on the I-15. There was slow traffic with the road
clogged by gamblers going to Pechanga Casino. After the
money-losers were out of the way, it was back to winding
two-lane roads in the back country of San Diego County.
Approaching Julian, the weekend tourists settled in going
to Pumpkin Patches, Farmers’ Markets and road side fruit
stands. Julian in apple season is very crowded. Parking is a
20

problem (especially with 46 cars), so people had to scatter to
find spaces to park before heading to the Pioneer Museum,
the Wolf Sanctuary or lunch.
Before the return drive home there was the mandatory
bakery stop at the Julian Pie Shop for pies of all flavors (not
just apple). Once home, I am sure that those pies did not last
long, especially when topped with ice cream.

Ed: Having lived in San Diego now since 1982 I would occasionally buy a Julian pie at a grocery store and, quite honestly,
wondered what all the fuss was about. But once I actually went
to one of the two Julian Pie Company stores and bought pies
there, I figured out what that fuss was about.
The grocery store Julian pies are not bad, but the ones from
those stores in Julian and Santa Isabel are fabulous. It feels like
the difference between machine made and hand made. And, yes,
it's not just apple pies, but my favorite is the crumb crust apple.
21
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A GUEST'S PERSPECTIVE
MT WILSON NIGHT VIEWING
STORY BY HITEN PATEL; PHOTOS BY HITEN PATEL, ALAN CHALEF, RAVI SANDHU & PATTY REILLY,

W

ith AutoClub Speedway about to shut down to
be turned into a NASCAR short-track (we keep
hearing), I was on MotorsportReg looking for a
track day with either PCA or POC when I stumbled upon
the Mt. Wilson event. Clicking on it, I was disappointed that
it was not a generic PCA event, and registration was closed. I
reached out to Jeff Peck via email, let him know I was PCAOCR, and he kindly allowed my family of four to join, and in
fact was very welcoming.
Upon walking into The Dish, the restaurant meeting place,
I asked the nearest table who Jeff was. They pointed to a
chap who immediately reminded me of Doc Brown, and I
knew we were in good hands. Then there was the guy who
exuded Porsche with his t-shirt. That turned out to be Nik,
the volunteer telescope operator. So far, so good. Finishing
dinner, we all stepped outside and started to meet other club
members. A welcoming group. Nik and Jeff cautioned us not
to race up the mountain, that fallen rocks are a real danger
and can cut tires.
Up the mountain road, we were towards the back. I kept
an eye on the Cayenne behind us, which suddenly dropped
behind. Then it was back in my mirrors. Then it happened
again. Yes, Ravi and Michelle missed the call out to drive
slowly! Good for them.
Upon arrival, our Session Director, Richard, told us some
bear stories. There is a bear that bites to scare you off your
22

food, so only walk back to your car in pairs, and be the faster
one. Then the group photo.
The sky watching was amazing and met every expectation. And this is when I knew Doc was the real thing – he
was truly enthusiastic about astronomy! The red stars that
some of us thought were yellow... The blue ones, the dwarf,
the double pairs, and the three different globular clusters
(beyond that, my inexperienced astronomy brain was lost).
The highlight of the evening was to be Saturn, and it was
amazing as we could see six of its moons too. But then Jupiter decided to make an appearance and it was the pièce de
resistance. We could see at least four moons, with one casting
a shadow onto Jupiter that appeared as a perfect black circle.
The pattern made by the storm clouds was visible too. A perfect way to end the evening.
Then it was time to head back home. We were warned to
watch out for racers and deer. Yes – there are people carving
the canyons at 2am, and we encountered a few. No surprise
that CHP was active in the mountains. We were truly surprised with the number of people parked on the side on Angeles Crest Highway at that time of the morning (hummm!)
Soon, it was back on the CA-2, and normalcy returned as we
cruised home.
Maybe I’ll run into you at the Long Beach Grand Prix
that I’ve attended for decades, or the Festival of Speed.
THANK YOU Jeff and the Grand-Prix Chapter!
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HAS FORMULA 1 REALLY
ARRIVED IN THE US?
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER; PHOTOS FROM GOOGLE IMAGES

T

he answer is a resounding YES,
if stories in The Washington
Post and PlanetF1 are to be
believed. I know, I’m shaking my head,
too. Pinch me. Am I dreaming? After all
these years?
Well, it’s hard to argue with the scene
in Austin, for the only F1 Circus visit
to these United States this year. Here’s
how The Post described it: “An estimated 140,000 at Circuit of the Americas contributing to a sellout crowd that
reflected the growth of Formula One
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racing in a country that executives view
as critical to the sport’s development.”
The racing was great. But, to me, one
of the highlights of the telecast, the Sky
Sports feed on ABC/ESPN, was the
return after two years of the “Gridwalk”
– ex-F1 driver Martin Brundle’s trundle
down the grid, microphone in hand,
interviewing drivers, engineers, team
principals, major domos of the sport…
And Megan Thee Stallion.
What? Well, he tried to interview
Megan Thee Stallion, the Houston rap-

per, and she did seem willing to talk.
But Martin was curtly cut off by several, shall we say, very large men who
encircled her. And, oh by the way, the
same thing happened when he tried to
interview Serena Williams. I know, it
has nothing to do with the racing. But
it does make for great TV, especially for
the American market.
This is why I love the Brits. Brundle
tweeted afterwards, “I have felt under
pressure on the grid before but by people called Senna, Prost, Schumacher,

Mansel, Piquet and so on. Bodyguards
visiting the grid for the first time don’t
bother me, everyone’s got a job to do,
but they could maybe learn some manners and respect on our patch.”
And, what do you know, according
to PlanetF1, at the Mexican Grand Prix
Brundle confirmed new protocols had
been introduced after Austin. “Celebrities aren’t obliged to do interviews
whilst on the grid, but security entourages are now no longer allowed to
accompany them on there,” he said. All
this has made Brundle, a long-retired
F1 campaigner in his own right, more
well-known, even in this country, than
any of his exploits behind the wheel.
This is “Page 6” stuff! On F1! How
has this happened? According to The
Post, a lot of the interest is being
driven, so to speak, by the success of
Drive to Survive, the multi-part Netflix
documentary series that has chronicled
the past three seasons of F1 in dynamic,
sometimes melodramatic fashion.
I’ve reviewed the past three seasons
of Drive in this space. What has consistently struck me is that the series
allows anyone to peek behind the proverbial kimono, to learn about just
what makes the best pilots in the world
actually tick, how they live, how they
deal with the relentless pressure of team
principals, teammates, the press, the
fans and even, sometimes, lest we forget, the actual racing.
And the teams. And the sponsors.
And the competition. Especially the
competition, especially this year. I can’t
wait for the fourth iteration of the
series, early next year, when they do
justice, I hope, to the truly monumental season-long duel between Hamilton
and Verstappen. It won’t be easy – Verstappen is literally the only driver who
won’t participate in the docu-drama,
despite the fact that his team, Red Bull,
has been very forthcoming each year.
My understanding is that Max believes
his words get taken out of context, for
the benefit of the series. So he’d rather
do one-on-one interviews with reporters who will do what they will do with
his comments. Fine, Max. Have it your
way.
But why can’t I rid myself of this feeling of déjà vu? Could it be that I remem-

ber 20 years of the sold-out sojourns to
Watkins Glen, once the home of F1 in
the US? And the infield “bog” that, one
year, engulfed a complete tour bus in
flames? And sent F1 on a vagabond tour
of street circuits in Las Vegas, Phoenix,
Detroit and… I can’t remember, which
is exactly the point.
Remember, too, the Lord giveth and
the Lord taketh away. Who remembers
the name of the world’s current fastest
human? The world record holder for
the mile, either indoors or outdoors?
The gold medalist in the last women’s
Olympic figure skating competition?
There was a time when these names
would roll right off the tongue.
Same for the events. One example;
the Melrose Games at Madison Square
Garden. And the featured Wanamaker
Mile. At one time, this was huge, I tell
you. Huge. And now? I have no idea
whether the games even happen, much
less get television coverage at all.
No. With few exceptions, these sports
have their day in the limelight every four
years, if that. It’s a shame. The athletes
do what they do at a level that compares
directly against the heroes of F1.
So, what does that mean for the future
of Formula 1? Was Austin real? Or was it
an aberration? Well, next year, Miami is
also on the schedule. Although I believe
the circuit is carved out of the on-ramps
and parking lots that circle the stadium
where the Dolphins play. But it should
help.
And then, at this writing, there’s the

rumor that Porsche is considering fielding a team. Yes, Porsche. Yes, a team.
And then there’s the rumor that Audi
is trying to buy the McLaren team. Yes,
Audi. Yes, McLaren.
Let’s all hoora… Wait just a minute. Haven’t we seen this picture
before? In the early ‘60s in F1? In the
early ‘80s in Indycar? Yes, yes, Porsche
has been supremely successful in sports
and prototype racing over the years.
But open-wheel? Well, there’s the TAG
engines of the ‘80s, and that’s about it.
So, my conclusion is that the
gnomes of Stuttgart and Ingolstadt and
Wolfsburg are calculating that the success of Austin, a second race in the US, a
race next year in China and the F1 Circus’ visit to every continent except Antarctica are too compelling a showcase to
let go by. And will enable the elves to
feature coming turbo-hybrid-electrobiofuel-hydrogen techno know-how
that will solidify the “sports car maker’s”
claim to mobile superiority for many
years to come.
I guess F1 really has arrived on these
shores. My question is whether it has
found a home.
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TOADI ACCELERATTO
SEMPER ABSURDA
STORY & PHOTOS BY MARK O'BRIEN

G

rowing up (at least through my teenage years and
beyond) I refused to read The Wind in the Willows
because my Dad always wanted me to go through
it. Much later in life I gave it a try and, lo and behold (even
though the novel was written by Kenneth Grahame in 1908)
I discovered therein a character who (thank heavens) was
never a member of the Porsche Club of America.
This guy, Mr. Toad, has crashed seven cars, has been in the
hospital three times and spent a fortune on fines? And yet,
one day (according to Grahame) Mr. Toad came upon an
unattended car. He wondered (to himself ) whether the car
started easily...
"Next moment, hardly knowing how it came
about, he found he had hold of the (crank)
handle and was turning it. As the familiar sound 		
broke forth, the old passion seized upon Toad
and completely mastered him, body and soul.
As if in a dream he found himself, somehow,
seated in the driver's seat; as if in a dream he
pulled the lever and swung the car around the
yard and through the archway and, as if in a
26

dream, all sense of right and wrong, all fears
of obvious consequences, seemed temporarily 		
suspended. He increased his pace and, as the
car devoured the street and leapt forth on the
high road through the open country, he was only
conscious that he was Toad once more, Toad at
his best and highest, Toad the traffic queller, the 		
Lord of the lone trail, before whom all must give 		
way or be smitten into nothingness and
everlasting night."
For those readers who have been to Disneyland, they
know the rest of the tale. A look into history tells us that Mr.
Toad's Wild Ride was originally planned as a type attraction,
but Walt Disney toned it down, feeling that adults would
stay away from such a wild Wild Ride.
Loosely translated from Latin, the phrase means "Toad's
Ever-Absurd Acceleration." On one occasion Mr. toad was
driving the car very fast, but he didn't care and was happy,
Then he heard a police siren and drove even faster thinking
he would escape, but was caught at the next turn. A chubby

cop approached him sternly and asked for his license. Mr.
Toad, in the driver's seat, said that he was just testing the car
and didn't need a license. At the next moment Mr. Toad was
arrested and arraigned.
At age 74 1 was persuaded to go to the Streets of Willow
for a day with other PCA members and discovered within
myself an unpredictable need to zip through corners and
quickly head down the mountain to a straightaway.
Psychologists note that speeding metaphorically makes

us aviators. When one climbs onto a bike or steps into a
car, there is an immediate change in his or her psyche. The
vehicle being driven becomes an extension of the driver's
personality, tantamount to having wings. Making the vehicle
at a driver's disposal run faster boosts the ego and tends to
become a habit. This behavior is much more pronounced in
men, which is why men are more likely to purchase sports
cars than women, as it literally boosts the male ego and presumably enhances their masculine appearance.
I note that cruising on a smooth and clear highway in a
well engineered sports car seems all fun and exciting, but
I never forget that I am steering a piece of metal that can
inflict some serious damage to myself if not handled with
care... Not to mention endangering the lives of innocent
people around me, So, unlike Mr. Toad, I've learned that the
risk I take by speeding off the track is not worth the temporary excitement it offers.
Not a week before he died in Cholame on Highway 466
(now Highway 46), James Dean made an ad for safe driving, stating: "Take it easy driving— the life you save may
be mine."
On the other hand, Hunter S. Thompson noted that
"anything that gets your blood racing is probably worth
doing."
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Mar 28, 2022 Monday

Grand Prix
with Los Angeles & Santa Barbara regions

Sponsored by:
Register at:
http://PCAGPX.MotorsportReg.com
For info OR HELP — contact:
Suesan Carter, Registrar
Suesan@pobox.com (619) 992-4287
or

Skip Carter, Event Chair
SkipCarter@pobox.com

(619) 992-9927

Gates open at 7am
Mandatory drivers meeting at 8:15 am
First run group 9am

HOTEL INFO – Best Western Desert Poppy
2038 W. Avenue I, Lancaster 93536 (661) 418-0550
$105.00 (mention Porsche Club - special rate ends March 15)
Comes with Grab & Go breakfast, on-site tech & check-in

Registration fees: $175.00 per driver — Registration
opensopen
Feb 14
Registration
Feb 14
$225.00 if register/paid after March 20, 2021 Day of event — $275.00
Format — 20 minute continuous lap DE sessions throughout the day
Run groups determined by experience and performance
Instructors will be available for novices
No special equipment (except helmets) needed for stock classes
Non synthetic long sleeve shirts and pants required. No open toe shoes or sandals
Open cars without built-in rollover protection need rollbar
Event Check-in and Secondary Tech Inspection available at hotel Sunday 5-6 pm
Helmet required (available for rent) Snell 2015 or 2020 (M or SA)
Track food: coffee, donuts, breakfast & lunch available at concession stand
INSURANCE NOTE: Liability insurance is provided by PCA’s traditional insurer. A copy of the Certificate of Insurance is available at registration. PCA insurance does NOT cover damage to your car or damage that YOU cause to the facility or other cars. You are responsible for this.
Please28
see the PCA website (www.pca.org) and go to the insurance page for more information.
Please review your personal car insurance to verify what coverage it provides, if any.
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Hugo and his brother, Bennet at the Petersen Museum

WILL MY OLDEST
GRANDSON EVER DRIVE
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER

H

is name is Hugo. I know. It’s a “different” name for
an almost seven-year-old. When asked “why Hugo,”
I used to answer that they live in LA. And people
would say “oh” and nod sagely. But now I can’t say that. They
moved, my daughter, son-in-law, three kids under seven and
two dogs, to Vancouver, BC, where my son-in-law’s from.
They moved last year, as Covid went from bad to really bad.
I didn’t complain. It probably wouldn’t have made a difference, anyway. They need to lead their own lives. Right? Right!
But the move means I hadn’t seen them in a year and a
30

half. Until when Canada opened up and my daughter felt
safe enough to come visit with the oldest, Hugo, a few weekends ago.
I’ve been feeding Hugo car toys almost since he was born.
I’ve been doing it out of some vague hope that he’ll reveal
the “car gene.” If you’re reading this, you probably know all
about the gene. It makes you drool for the specs of a Turbo S.
Cite absolute lap times around the Nurburgring for Porsche
products. Recite the differences between every GT3 and
GT3 RS ever made, by rote.

I also doubled down. I got them a family membership to
the Petersen Automotive Museum. And, one visit, I went
with them. It was terrific. I couldn’t stop regaling them with
tales about the performance envelope of this car and that.
Did they understand the significance? The significance of the
visit to me? I don’t know. Maybe some day they will.
On my visits, the boys would set up race tracks in their
play room, and zoom their “cool” cars around the tracks. My
daughter is relatively strict about TV viewing. But when it
was time to watch a movie, they’d settle in for “Cars.”
When Hugo arrived at my apartment, he immediately
located in my guest room six Tonka Toy Porsches – my stash
for Hugo and his younger brother - and asked if he could
have them. I asked how many. And he said all of them. And,
of course, I gave them all to him.
Driving back from the airport, into the garage in my building, we immediately passed an apparition… My ’78 911 SC.
I was about to tell a story to Hugo… But, to my everlasting
joy, my daughter beat me to it, “Hugo, when Mapa got that
car I was exactly your age!” She’s 39. Do the math.
Hugo did a triple-take. Really? Yes, I said. When I went to
pick up the car, your mother came along, and sat pretty in
her special jump seat, a seat specially designed to fit her and

her little sister. Your mother thought that was the greatest
thing ever. And so did Hugo.
So, yeah, I do think he has the gene. And that fact has me
thinking, once again, about something I’ve mentioned in the
past. It’s this. Will Hugo ever actually drive?
A few years ago, I was pretty adamant that he won’t drive.
Self-driving vehicles were being touted left and right, as the
second coming. And we thought it was only a matter of time,
a few short years. But, then, reports came out of autonomous
car computers melting down and fritzing out, when confronted with a choice between hitting a pedestrian or hitting
a bicyclist or hitting a parked car in an intersection.
No, it’s now 10 or so short years before Hugo becomes
eligible to get behind the wheel. One thing I think is pretty
clear is that when he turns the key or presses the button or
stares at the facial recognition ring or thumb-prints his id, he
won’t hear the throb of a starter and the burst of an internal
combustion engine coming to life. Chances are, he won’t
hear a thing (except, maybe, the whir of the HVAC system
blowing air, and the audio system).
What a pity, but there it is. My latest calculation is that he
may be able to drive himself, that self-driving cars will still be
a few years down the road for him, so to speak. But the experience will be totally different. In order to see and hear the
sounds of exotics belching fire on the overrun, or their cacophony at start-up in the car park of the Casino in Monaco,
he’ll have to watch “Ver. who knows what” of You Tube. He
won’t know what a Tubi exhaust is. Or an Akrapovic. Or the
music of a flat-plane crank at redline. Let’s not even begin to
talk about manually shifting.
No, it will be a whole new experience for Hugo, and his
siblings. And we’ll have to get out of the way.
And that’s the way it is, or will be. You start out with the
best of intentions. To be cool. To share experiences. To relate.
To be relevant in your children’s lives. To instill values that
will serve them well. As a grandparent, it’s the same. Maybe
more-so. Since you’re not there all the time. The time together becomes all the more precious.
And then, they drive off on their own. They go off to dress
funny, talk funny, play funny, listen to funny music. Say
and do things you just don’t get. It happens, generation after
generation. And the hardest thing is to let them go, do, be.
Because your greatest instinct is to protect them, to protect
them from the dangers of the outside world.
Ultimately, it doesn’t work. Because, sooner or later, they
will fly the coop. Hugo will. And so will his siblings. They
will drive away with values, interests and attitudes we’ve
helped instill in them, we hope. If we’re lucky. Like a love of
cars! And driving! I can only hope.
But I really do want to be there to see. And, I hope, smile
in the knowledge that I really did pass the gene along.

31

The Circuit

Book Reviews for Porschephiles
by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region

FORMULA ONE: The Real Score?

by Brian Harvey, published 2017 by Veloce Publishing, Dorchester, UK

T

his is a big book, a very comprehensive book, a book
with potential to become a classic. The author begins
with an interesting narrative about the early days of
Formula One racing from the perspective of an enthusiastic spectator, pointing out some
differences in the very concept of
Formula One – then a Gentleman's
Sport, with much more going on
than merely the World Championship. Formula One (F1), in those
days, was a class of cars. World
Championship was just a series of
races. Sort of like Indy Car and
Indianapolis 500. In 1950, for
instance, there were 21 races for
F1 cars; 15 of which were ignored
by World Championship scoring.
There have been years with 30-40
races for F1 cars, with only 8-10
counting for the Championship.
In this book are summarized
reports of some 700 races for F1
cars, including races run before
and those outside of the World
Championship series. It covers the
years from 1947 (when Formula
1 was established) through 1983
when F1 races outside of the
Championship series ceased to
exist. Interesting comparisons are
made between the winners of the
non-Championship races and
those who won Championship
races. In this book's context of races for F1 cars, some 150
different venues are covered, far more than the ~20 where
Formula One races were held in 2021.
FORMULA ONE contains 34 chapters, 28 being year
summaries Each year-chapter is divided into five sections:
Introduction, Driver's Diary, Race Report tables, Seasonal
Review, and Championship Review. The Driver's Diary is
a listing of dates and locations for all races held for F1 cars
during that year, with those counting for the Championship
printed in bold. The Race Report tables do include a short
narration of the race, but really are reference material for
driver and marque results,
The exceedingly thorough and complete description/analysis of F1 races contained in this book must have been a labor
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of love, taking thousands of
hours of effort to compile and tabulate. There are two very
comprehensive Picture Galleries. and two appendices. There
is even a chapter describing races lost by the various drivers
due to bad luck, mostly
mechanical maladies.
The race by race data
tables make this seem
to be more of a text
book than a story book.
But one can skip over
the tables sections, and
just read the narratives.
They alone provide a
concise but comprehensive view of the entire
history of Formula One
racing and the World
Championship, through
1983. The manufacturers performance is
included in entries for
years after the World
Championship of
Makes was established
in 1958, first won by
Vanwall, then Cooper
in '59 and '60. All in
all, this is an outstanding reference for anyone
interested in the history
of F1 racing.
So what is the conclusion? The goal of this book is to score the performance of all
drivers of F1 cars, not just the drivers in World Championship races. There is a listing of the top 50 drivers, based on
the scoring algorithm discussed in the beginning of the book.
Interestingly, on the basis of the calculation used for F1 performance over all, Stirling Moss (who never achieved a World
Championship) is rated number 3; Michael Schumacher, the
World Champion of World Champions, is number 8.
FORMULA ONE is hard bound, with 352, 8 x 10 inch
heavyweight, matte pages, with two sections of semi-gloss
pictures. There is a detailed index of five, 3-column pages.
The end papers show an interesting collage of race posters.
Published at $75, it is now available on Amazon for approximately $45.

“What happens to a dream unfulfilled?”
asked no Porsche owner ever.
With the first turn of its left-handed ignition, fantasy becomes reality.
The driver’s seat previously reserved for dreams will now be beneath you.
And the unmistakable engine note so often played in your head will now be
courtesy of your right foot. Ahhhh, the sweet sound of fulfillment. Porsche.
There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There.

©2019 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.

dealer 2019
Porsche Riverside
8423 Indiana Ave
Riverside, CA 92504
951-441-6235
PorscheRiverside.com

Membership Report

Alan Hosea - 16 years

January 2022

January Anniversaries

Rick Huesca - 31 years

Bruce Caukin 12 years

48 years
43 years
31 years
30 years
29 years
21 years
20 years
19 years
18 years
16 years
15 years
14 years
12 years

11 years
10 years
9 years

Steven Dentali 10 years

7 years
6 years

5 years
4 years
3 years
2 years
1 year

John Faber - 21 years

James & Darren Vial
Jon & Jan Peacock
Richard & Tyler Huesca
Steve Peterson & Rusty Scott - 9 years
Philip & Joyce Gillam
James Krueger & Gigi Thomas
John & Carolyn Faber
Martin Rodriguez
Frederick de Graaff
David Caetta
Alan Hosea
Greg Boone
Martin Rodriguez - 20 years
Jerone & Alicia Edwards
Robert & Audrey Duffy
Chuck & Alicia Weaver - 14 years
Charlie & Alicia Weaver
Michael King
Bruce & Nathan Caukin
James Howe
Don & Denise Dickey
Dirk & Luke Jarvis
Steven Dentali
Sean Neel
Tiffani Lewis - 9 years
Harold Jackson
Tiffani Lewis & Eddie Erbabian
Rusty Scott & Steve Peterson
Stephen Hopkins
Brianna Becker
Mark Murphy & Ken Jackson
Bob Duffy- 14 years
Harold Jackson - 9 years
Damon & Andrea Baggs
Mark Adams
Paul & Pam Heckman
Steve Baldwin
Eric Walsh
Eric Walsh - 3 years
Amaury Ruiz
Simon Bradley & Whitney Smith
Warren Bush
Monty Groutage

New Members & Transfers In—
Art Saffell
Sheldon Tucker
Graham Werle
Andrew Bain
David Zambrano
Ian Simpson
Daniel Gorman
Donald Schumacher
John Maramba
Bonnie Ganz
Jason Richard
Ricardo Rivera

2002 911 Targa
1999 Boxster
1986 911 Turbo, black
1984 911 Carrera
2007 911 Turbo
1996 911 Targa
2014 Cayman
1962 356
2008 911 Carrera 4S
2001 911 Carrera 4
2022 911 Targa 4S
1969 911E

Sean Neel - 10 years

Luke Jarvis
Dirk Jarvis - 11 years

GPX KIDS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTERS
			 "P C A J U N I O R S"
Grand Prix Region has officially started GPX KIDS, in keeping with the Porsche Club of
America’s overall priority to make our kids a part of the club by starting them young.
Children up to 18 can be registered to become PCA JUNIOR MEMBERS at no cost, and will receive an age
appropriate gift from PCA.
The PCA Juniors program has been created so kids can enjoy club events, learn about Porsches and build the enthusiasm that runs through all of PCA. We look forward to developing the program and its features over time.
The program is FREE! Kids must be registered by an active PCA member. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.
can sign up younger family members for PCA Juniors. We will reach out to families to bring their kids to our Saturday morning breakfast meetings the second Saturday of each month, and have younger kids and parents do crafts
projects and fun activities and get a GPX Goodie Bag.
For more information or questions please contact Dick Douglass at ddouglass356@gmail.com

TECH INSPECTION CHAIR
POSITION OPEN
TECH INSPECZTION

At our two (three this year) DE events at Streets of
Willow, we need someone to manage the Tech Inspection that goes on Sunday afternoon at our host
hotel and Monday morning at the track.
We have plenty of volunteers to help with the actual
work, but we need someone to head up that team.
IF YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN HELPING
CONTACT SUESAN AT
SUESAN@POBOX.COM OR 619-992.4287

Don Dickey- 11 years

Paul Heckman - 4 years

Grand Prix Region
Name Badges
Order yours today!
Magnetic attachment - no pin
Light weight
$15.00
Order at the GPX Store or
mail the order form from the
GPX Website at
http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429
Questions? Contact Jeff Peck
jbpeck@pacbell.net
(310) 345-8081

Phil Gillin - 30 years

Joyce Gillin - 30 years

Jerone Edwards - 15 years

Brianna Becker 6 years

Mark Murphy - 6 years
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE for PCA Members
Send info including a photo
Skip Carter at SkipCarter@pobox.com

2015 Porsche 911 Targa 4S
Georgette Jankowski
JetJankowski@gmail.com or 909.223.2741

Cayenne Wheel set: P955-044-600-32 19 x 9 with 60mm offset
Colored Star Wheel Center Set P955-044-600-11
Driven approximately 8,000 miles on 2009 Cayenne S with winter tires for skiing. Stored during summer. 2008 retail was
$3733.53 and $231.06 for centers.
The wheels were manufactured in November, 2008. The TPMS sensors are probably at the end of their useful life. One wheel
has some curb damage, the other three have some tiny imperfections. Wheel repair is $100-$125 local Long Beach area.
Asking $175 each ($700 set) or Best Offer.
Contact:
Marty Noonan 562-832-8255
MartyNoonan@me.com
997.1 Mufflers
Used left and right stock mufflers off a 2007 Carrera base model. Removed at around 35,000 miles and replaced with sport
mufflers. Complete with exhaust tips, very good condition. Pick up only, located in north Orange County. $300.00

1985 944 SP1 Club Racer (trailer optional)

$8,000

Very strong, dependable track car. Fresh engine and tranny, Guard LSD,
short 5th, AMB, Longacre convex mirror, hood pins, Sparco steering wheel,
Odyessy battery, Nomex shifter boot, fire system, Weltmeister frt sway bar,
Tarett rear bar, steel front control arms, 400# front springs, coil over, 30mm
rear torsion bar, cool suit, roll cage, race seats and harnesses, spare fuel jugs,
stock muffler, 2 sets wheels/tires & other parts. PCA log book. Open trailer
(with winch) available for $2,000. San Diego
Skip Carter 619.992.9927 SkipCarter@pobox.com
4 Wheels with tires and TMPS sensors
Wheels are off a 2007 Carrera narrow body, powder coated matte black with Michelin Super Sport tires. Included are tire
covers, silver emblems and tire roll around platform. Pick up only, located in north Orange County. $500.00 Contact Mike
at 997Carrera@att.net

Contact Mike at 997Carrera@att.net

This is the original 1995 993 engine deck lid
that was replaced when the whale tail was
added to my Porsche. $450 OBO.
The original 1995 993 stock bumper that was
replaced with a European Turbo bumper on
my Porsche. $450 OBO.
Contact Doreen Pankow at 805 428-3423 or dpankow@sbcglobal.net
2012 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet 		
$72,500
One owner, 47,000 miles
Dark Blue Metallic, Stone Grey Standard Leather; Black Cab Roof
Optional equipment: Doppelkupplung (PDK), Self-Dimming Mirrors, Heated Seats, Comfort seat (left), Ventilated Seats, BiXenon headlights, Sport Chrono Package Plus, Extend Navigation Mod-PCM 3.0, BOSE Surround Sound, SiriusXM, 12-Way
Power Seats, Comfort Package, Infotainment Package. 19" Carrera Sport Wheel
Jeff Haas, Haas Entertainment, 5774 Uplander Way, Culver City, 310.641.4700, jeff@haasentertainment.com

1996 993 Carrera Cabriolet		

$70,000

Tiptronic, 36K miles, no accidents, owned since 2017, I am an 80 year old
retired surgeon who loves sports cars. The car had been stored in Arizona
for over 10 years. I transported it to my home in Long Beach where I took
it to Circle Porsche for restoration and to make into a safe, reliable, and an
up to date daily driver. Circle Porsche confirmed the car was a “barn find”
Less than 50% of orig brake pads worn off.
Contact Merrill Knopf at buymy993@gmail.com
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JOIN US

Index of Advertisers
Accutrack			

PCA has something for everybody!

Each month at Breakfast Club we will reserve a line of prime parking
spaces for selected Porsche models
Cone Zone has been suspended pending someone stepping up
to manage it. If you are interested, speak with Suesan Carter
• Monthly breakfast meetings are back!!!
• COVID precautions are in place
• Cone Zone is not back yet. We need someone to help. Contact
Suesan for information — 619.992.4287

ON THE
THE COVER
COVER
ON
Steve Geldman took this photo at our October 30-31 California Festival of Speed. We
don't know who is kid is, but it is indicative
of what a draw this event has been to families and other Porschephiles for 20 years.

Social Events		
Tours & Rallies
On-Track Driving 			
Concours d'elegance 		
Panorama (National Magazine)
The Circuit (GPX Magazine)
All for only $46/yr !

Porsche Parade
Treffen N. America
Member Discounts
Club Racing
Autocross
3000+ Events Annually

Apply Online at PCA.org
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com
Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

29

Children's Dental Health Clinic

4 / 35

Fairway Mortgage Capital

29

Glory Days Beachside Grill

39

GPX Name Badge Order Form

35

Kerr & Sheldon

8-9

Pedro's Garage

15

Pelican Parts		

27

Sierra Madre Collection

39

South Bay / Pacific Porsche Back Cover
Walter's Porsche of Riverside
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CHECK US OUT
September 2020

Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!
SECOND Saturday each month — 9:00 AM
$15.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages
Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach (562) 756-8520

NEW MEMBERS
receive a free
GPX Coffee Mug

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

At this point there are no plans to put on
the Festival in 2022 or likely ever again.
For 20 years it has been the most significant event in Zone 8, drawing more people
than any other singal PCA event on the West
Coast.
We certainly hate to see it go. I am secretly
hoping (OK, maybe not so secret) that things
will change and we will see it back again.
It would certainly be a disappointment if
that never happens.

Size

Size

Classified Ads

Free to PCA members, including photo

For advertising information, contact:

Skip Carter
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Invoiced Quarterly

Business card
75.00/mo
3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page
125.00/mo
3 5/8" x 4 1/2"
Half page
200.00/mo
7 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Full page
350.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position
450.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full bleed available on half & full page only

619.992.9927

skipcarter@pobox.com

CLASSIC
EUROPEAN
AUTO PARTS
Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com
888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300
1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, CA 90041
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Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O. Box 2119
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

DATED MATERIAL

2 beautiful customer lounges
Full time concierge

L.A.’s only Porsche Classic Partner

30 Porsche Service loaners available

24 Service Bays

Dog Park

Free Hybrid Charging Stations

Conveniently located off the 405 freeway

20 minutes from the all-new Porsche Experience Center

14610 Hindry Avenue

Hawthorne CA 90250

855-484-5896

For more information on our new location visit us at: www.porschesouthbay.com

