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Write of Way, by Suesan Way Carter

Skip Carter

Canadian Geese

TRAVELLING

A

s I write this Suesan and I are five days away from
flying to Toronto to visit family, which includes a less
than one month old great niece.
This will be our first trip to Toronto since covid, so it has
been a long time since we've been able to spend time with
family. Suesan found us a house to rent for almost a month.
When I was planning our flights (Southwest Airlines San
Diego to Buffalo) I realized that three days after we get
back home we were going to have to fly to Pennsylvania for
Porsche Parade. That didn't make sense, so we extended
our Toronto visit a couple of days and will just drive the six
hours or so to Mt Pocono.
The next thing I discovered is that we had three days to
"kill" between Toronto and Mt Pocono. Now, this is not a
problem. The fingerlakes region of upstate New York is
one of my favorite places to wander around. Then there are
fabulous things to see, like Cooperstown, Corning Glass
Works, the automotive museum in Watkins Glen, the gliding
capital of the United States... And that doesn't say anything
about the natural beauty of the area.
I mentioned in my last column that I figured out a way to
drop the car rental cost (for a month and four days) from
something like $3800 to half of that (I don't remember the
exact numbers, but the difference was substantial. The car
rental from Buffalo to Toronto and back to Buffalo a few
days less than a month, drop off the car and pick up another
rental for the next ten days. It, literally, cut the rental price in
half.
It has been quite a few years since I've been away from
home for five weeks. Suesan suggested that we'd need a lot
more luggage for this five week trip compared to a two week
trip, but that didn't make any sense to me. Southwest giving us two free bags per person (that's up to 200 pounds of
luggage) seems like more than enough. Of course, on trips
where I tie in some PCA Club Racing business I always bring

along a smaller suitcase with 50 pounds of Club Racing
News. Because it cost so much to mail things to Canada, fifty
pounds of magazine for no cost is too good to pass up. The
Upper Canada Region (Ontario, Canada) is the largest region
in PCA with over 4000 members. When we are in Toronto
we usually find a way to visit some of the people we know
in the club. Giving them a good stack of magazine for their
Driver's Ed program is a nice opportunity.
Also, our friend, Chris Way is going to travel with me to
catch the Mid-Ohio club race. It's my first time ever at this
historic track and I'm really looking forward to it. The great
things I've heard about their hospitality and how fun the
event is is something I've been looking forward to for years.
I'll have a stack of magazine for them as well.
I hate to leave our house empty, so we were fortunate
enough to have a good friend from North Carolina come
out and house sit for us. George Carter (no relative) used to
live next door to us here in San Diego. He moved to North
Carolina several years ago to be closer to family and other
things. It's always good to see him and having him watch our
home while we're gone is comforting.

Sleazy Dog Construction

GPX SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-Grand-Prix-Region/336827569682620
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pca%20grand%20prix%20region&sm=1
GooglePlus: https://plus.google.com/114590990404477994856/posts
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/PCAGrandPrix
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/168187975@N07/albums
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The car had engine problems (possibly
bad alternator) and was not drivable at
the time. Two men, in what appeared to
be an Audi Q5, rolled the car down the
hill to a waiting flatbed or possibly hid
the car in the area.
This silver 356B is a US delivered, nonmatching number car. VIN #211332.
Engine number 700974.
If you have information on this car,
please contact the Los Angles
Police Department, Andrew Brownlee
via his Instagram account, or
you can send an email to the club and
we can contact Andrew on your behalf.
Michael Puldy
President
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OVER $2 MILLION RECOVERED

The Circuit

HAS YOUR CAR LOST VALUE
FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT?

A new, montly, weekday
eat and drive opportunity
created by our region VicePresident, Eric Peterson

CA

NC

Diminished Value and Loss of Use ARE Recoverable
BEFORE ACCIDENT
$193,580

AFTER ACCIDENT REPAIR
$135,500

DIMINISHED VALUE

EL

The decreased value of a car
following an accident and
all proper repairs.

LE

LOSS OF USE

D

The cost to rent a similar
vehicle while car is
being repaired.

We’re California’s #1 law firm for Diminished Value and Loss of Use claims.
Over $2 million recovered... and counting!
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Kerr Sheldon 714.531.5900 | www.KerrLawFirm.com | russell@kerrlawfirm.com
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
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CONCOURS SCHOOL
Learn about the new
Modern & Vintage
Classi cations & Divisions

May 14

May 22

20

Registration is Open
pcagpx.motorsportreg.com

Registration is Open
pcagpx.motorsportreg.com

PCA Concours d’Elegance
Exterior Interior

Storage
Chassis Half Chassis Half
Engine
Compartment
without Engine with Engine

Special Catorgies

X

X

Detail & Shine

X

X

Vintage - Street

X

X

X

X

Vintage - Unrestored

X

X

X

X

Vintage - Full Concours

X

X

X

X

Modern - Street

X

X

X

Modern - Unrestored

X

X

X

Modern - Full Concours

X

X

X

zone8.pca.org/rules.php
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X

X

X

X

G

2022 Modern & Vintage Divisions
Judged Area

22

R
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D
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38th ANNUAL
CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE
Display of Outstanding
Porsches at the
Lakewood Country Club

Porsche Club of America
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the Long Beach Convention Center,
with a total of 11 turns, including the
famous hairpin at turn 11.
People were happy, enjoying the
racing and all the events that go along
with this premier event. Great music,
fun food, and as always, the Lifestyle
Expo is always a highlight of the
weekend.

LONG BEACH GRAND PRIX
STORY BY STEPHEN KRUPNICK; PHOTOS BY STEPHEN KRUPNICK & JIMMIE MITCHELL

T

he 2022 Acura Grand Prix of
Long Beach was a resounding success and appears as
if it surpassed 2019s pre-pandemic
attendance figures as it returned to its
traditional April schedule, officials said
on April 11.
Any worries about burnout because
of the Grand Prix taking over the
city’s downtown twice in little more
than six months turned out to be
for naught, with thousands flocking
to Long Beach this weekend — and
bringing high energy and good spirits.
And for the most part, they arrived
without masks. “It looks like we’ll
exceed about 187,000 people for
the three days,” Jim Michaelian, the
president and CEO of the Grand
Prix Association of Long Beach, said.
“We’re trending slightly ahead of
where we were in 2019, which is the
most comparable non-pandemic event
we’ve had.”
Sunny skies, enthusiastic crowds,
great weather and exciting racing. The
12

2022 LBGP was by all means a roaring
(sorry for the pun) success after the
cancellation of the 2020 event, and the
corona virus restrictions of the much
delayed 2021 race. But fear not, the
2022 race was a rousing success with
attendance surpassing 187,000.
Racing was comprised of the marquee event - The Acura Grand Prix
of Long Beach which was won by
Josef Newgarden in a winning time of
01:46:48.0102 and an average speed of
93.977 mph.
Patrick Long of Westlake Village
won the Historic IMSA driving a gorgeous 1988 Porsche 962. Zak Brown,
of Aston Martin fame, and CEO and
head of their F1 team, McLaren Racing, came in 7th, driving a 1989 Jaguar
XJR10. (You might know him by his
appearance on Netflix's Formula 1
Drive to Survive.)
In addition, there was the always fun
and exciting Stadium Super Trucks,
won by Max Gordon, Bobby Gordon's
13 year old son, driving the #77 Baja

Jerky truck.
The Porsche Cup North America
races were won by Kay van Berlo racing for Kelly-Moss in a Porsche 992,
in the #3 Kelly-Moss Porsche 911
GT3 Cup
The IMSA Weather Tech race was
won by Sebastien Bourdais, driving
for Cadillac Racing, in a Cadillac DPi.
Cadillac finished 1-2-3 at the race on
Saturday. When I was growing up,
no one would have ever envisioned
a Cadillac product as a competitive
racing machine - it was at the time
the penultimate land yacht, with some
models stretching over 225 inches.
That's 18.75 feet! By comparison, my
1995 993 is just under 14 feet.
Sebastien Bourdais was a satisfied
man after shattering the IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Championship
track record for the Long Beach street
course by nearly two seconds.
The current race circuit is a 1.968mile (3.167 km) temporary road course
laid out in the city streets surrounding

"Last year, the pandemic delayed
Long Beach’s biggest party until
September. And even then, there were
multiple health regulations, including
mask mandates. But September’s event
was still critically important, both for
the Grand Prix Association of Long
Beach — which had to cancel the 2020
race — and the city in general, which
needed the financial boost the Grand
Prix provides."
San Gabriel Valley Tribune
"Michaelian said just over 180,000
people attended the three-day event,
which is about average for a normal
Grand Prix — and more than he was
expecting. He said he thought fewer
people might attend because of the
pandemic, but was happy that many
did, even if the number is lower than
the 187,500 people who attended in
2019".
Press Telegram
I'm already looking forward to 2023.

Facing page: Martin Lauber pilots his
historic 1975 Porsche 935 in the Historic
IMSA group
Right: There were big crowds having fun
and enjoying everything that this event
offers every year. If you have not been to
this event, you are really missing something. It's like combining a state fair with
a grand prix. There are so many inside
exhibits to peruse, and the food is pretty
darn good carnival food
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Left top & middle: Patrick Long, driving Tom Malloy's
Porsche 962, won the Historic IMSA race
Left bottom: Romain Grosjean finished 2nd in the Indy
Car race
Right top: Kay van Berlo in the #3 Kelly-Moss Porsche 911
GT3 Cup won the Porsche Club North America race
Right middle: Josef Newgarden took 1st place in Indy Car
Right bottom: Zak Brown took 2nd place in the Historic
IMSA race behind Patrick Long
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Facing page top: The IMSA Cadillac 01 car was the Long
Beach Grand Prix winner driven by Sebastian Bourdais

Above: Some of the other cars running in the
Porsche Club North America race

16

Facing page bottom: Always fun and exciting, the Stadium
Super Trucks was won by Max Gordon, Bobby Gordon's 13
year old son, driving the #77 Baja Jerky truck.

17

The Circuit

January 2022

TRI REGION DRIVERS ED
DAY AWAY FROM WORK
STORY BY GLENN CRAWFORD; PHOTOS BY JIMMIE MITCHELL & STEVE GELDMAN

T

he day you brought your new
Porsche home was a special
day. The feeling of driving it
made you giddy and excited. You loved
sitting in the driver’s seat and reveling
in all the luxuries. You may have hand
washed and waxed it and then put it in
the garage.
Today, when you open the driver’s
door and experience that familiar
Porsche feel, sound and smell, you sink
into your sleek leather seat, relax, insert

the key and give it a turn. The radio’s
not on, but the music starts. Where are
you going? To work, the coffee shop, a
canyon or beach drive? How about the
race track?
On March 28 2022, eighteen Porsche
novices and about fifty experienced
drivers from the LA, Grand Prix and
Santa Barbara regions chose the track.
On that Monday morning, while others labored at work, the newbies, with
hearts thumping in their chests, were

off to Streets of Willow for an introductory track session IN THE POURING RAIN!!!
The evening before, the drivers
attended ground school (classroom
session only) at a hotel in Lancaster,
(close to Willow Springs International
Raceway) to start their training. Lessons were given in track verbiage, the
meaning of the various flags, terminologies and expectations. And of course,
reassurances were given that, as long as

Our Photographers
In case you have not realized it, we have professional and semi-professional photographers that often take photos
for club use, which they provide to us at no cost. Most have website where you would be able to look through and
purchase images that you might like from our events. Jimmie Mitchell and Steve Geldman both did this for this
event. Both have their photos available. Jimmie can be reached at JMitch911@sbcglobal.net.
Steve's website is: ImagePhotoMotorsports.com (some especially nice shots of cars in the rain)
18

they follow the instructions and rules,
the students and their cars will leave
the track in good shape.
Early the next day, with gas tanks
full, introductions between students
and their driving instructors were
made, the event sponsor, Greg Hwang,
owner of House Automotive was
introduced, and the safety meeting was
completed. Then, the fun began.
Students were encouraged to observe
the first two groups of experienced
drivers in order gain context of driving
on a wet, twisty track. Shortly thereafter, together with their instructor sitting in the right seat, it was time for the
newbies to don their helmets, buckle
their seatbelts, start their engines and
go out for the first of five 20 minute
sessions of the day.
With instructors to support and
guide them around the track safely, all
started slowly and gently with two full
laps of full course yellow (no passing,
use extreme caution), and then things
started to gradually get more fun.
Instructors taught students to
“drive the line”, brake, turn and accelerate at appropriate locations, and how
to listen to, and feel the vibrations of
their car. Similar to a highway at home,
another part of the training was watching mirrors, being aware of other cars
around them. As they became more
comfortable the instructors added
small pieces. Part of the art of instructing is knowing when to ask more of a
novice and when to pull back. After the
20 minute session there was opportunity for most to go into the classroom
with a large track map and discuss their
session with the instructor.
Throughout the day, students were
given opportunities to pass and be
passed and realize the thrill of what it
feels like to be driving a car on a race
track learning new skills... with the constant reminder that this training, with
a big focus on being aware of what is
going on around you is going to make
you a better, safer driver when you get
out on the I-405.
As the end of the day came, which
was far too soon, everyone’s adrenaline
was left on the track, and knowledge,
skill and smiles were all that remained
as they drive off into the sunset.
19
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REPORT FROM YOUR
FORMER CHIEF DRIVING
INSTRUCTOR
STORY BY DAVE HOCKET; PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SILVER SAGE REGION

Ed: It's been about a year now since Dave Hockett, our Chief Driving
Instructor for many years, retired and relocated to the Boise area of
Idaho. Evidently he has settled in and, as he relates in this story, attended his first performance driving event with his new region, Silver Sage.

L

ast weekend I had my first autocross with PCA Silver
Sage region, which is in the Boise area of Idaho. As I
am lining up in the morning it is 34 degrees Fahrenheit
with strong winds and light snow flurries. Burr! The other
cars are mostly apex predators... including a 991 Turbo, 991
24

Turbo S, 991 GT3, 991 GT3 RS, 981 GT4, 2 Cayennes, and
one Panamera GTS. Their CDI is in a 981 Cayman S on Rcomp tires. I showed up in my lil' 2.9L Cayman on 300 treadwear Michelin Super Sports. I am at a tactical disadvantage
being severely outgunned, but the track is wet and the Super
Sports are pretty good rain tires once above 40 degrees. I
have an outside chance but will need a lot of luck.
We had two run groups, each with a morning session and
afternoon session. I instructed when not driving and many
of the drivers in high $$ cars were somewhat reluctant to

have this unknown in their right seat. I
did my thing and the ones open to suggestion did shave some time with the
best laps hovering around 50 seconds
in the wet.
Once we switched run groups I
began driving, learning the track and
quickly got down to low 50s in the wet.
Doing pretty well so far but it seemed
there was a brick wall at 50 seconds
and not enough grip to get down into
the 40s. We broke for lunch and the
bench racing began with the locals all
predicting their favorites to win in the
afternoon.
As we headed into the afternoon
sessions, a bit of luck for me as it
started snowing big flakes and keeping
the track really wet for the “A” group.
It would be very difficult for them to
improve their times much under these
conditions even though it had warmed
up a bit. I instructed with a few more
students and one guy in particular
was doing very well in a 981 Cayman
S. As we switched to “B” run group,
it stopped snowing and the sun came
out. A stroke of luck! As the track
warmed, I could feel tire grip coming in... and though there were still 15
highly capable cars in our group, if I
made the most of increasing tire grip,
my times would fall every lap as the
track dried out. Fall they did! 48, 46,
45, 45, 44.7 on my last run. Everyone
was turning faster times and a local
favorite in a 991 Turbo S was close on
my heels. Would 44.7 be enough to
hold on?
2009 Cayman #129 for the overall
win with top time of the day and top
corrected time at 44.7 seconds. The
little 2.9L car from SoCal did PCA
GPX proud! A well setup car, a lot of
excellent training over the years, and
a big dose of sunshine when needed
made this win possible.
Cheers from the great white north!
Dave Hockett
Cayman #129
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now behind him, he still has a blast vigorously exercising his
Boxster and usually participates in our Day Away from Work
Driver's Ed events..
Jeff has many interests, including music. He has a large
collection of over 500 albums. As a bass guitarist, he’s also
a musician in his own right. Like many PCA-GPX members
and a true LA native, Jeff is also a Los Angeles Dodgers fan
who lives and breathes with each game and pitch. He tells
stories about going to the L.A. Collesium (the Dodger's first
LA home) with his dad. He had the opportunity to work at
Dodger Stadium as an employee of Ticketmaster, responsible for installing much of their ticketing and communications equipment. This gave Jeff the opportunity to "live" at
Dodger Stadium, meetings many of the greats, like Vin Scully.

SPOTLIGHT ON MEMBERS:
JEFF PECK
STORY PROVIDED BY SHAFIEL KARIM & RITA AUGUSTINES — SPOTLIGHT COMMITTEE

W

hile Jeff Peck was our guinea pig working out the
bugs in our first Spotlight on Members feature,
we actually got Jan Isenberger in our first issue
last Circuit (sorry Jeff). Anyway, welcome to our first second
Spotlight on Members, a NEW FEATURE OF THE CIRCUIT, our Grand Prix Region Magazine.
Jeff Peck, who joined the LA Region in 2003, had been
an active member with LA Region’s tours and concours. He
then became interested in the Grand Prix Region and worked
with our then Tour Master, Marty Goldsmith. Together they
did a great deal of planning and work on Escape to LA in
2013. Escape was an early version of what is now know
as the North American Treffen... The biggest difference
being that regions produced Escapes until PCA took over
the event and renamed it Treffen. PCA has a long history
of Treffens. In the earliest days of PCA Treffens were held
at least annually, which included the option for a European
purchase of a new Porsche, visits to the factory, the Porsche
race track and castle and much more. The 2013 Escape to
26

LA was produced by Grand Prix Region and San Gabriel
Valley working together. Our current President, Suesan
Carter, was the co-manager of that event. It was an amazing
event.
After Escape, Jeff decided to transfer to Grand Prix region
where his PCA career soared.
Jeff first thought of purchasing a 911 when he was just
10 or 11 years old. He and his pals would bicycle to Beverly
Hills and visit all the upscale car dealers like Bob Estes/Otto
Zipper Precision Motor Cars Beverly Hills Porsche, where
one of the sales guys would always let them sit in a 356.
They were immediately hooked to Porsche.
Jeff ’s first car was a 1970 Plymouth 'Cuda 383. It was a
real hot rod that Jeff loved to race at the Lion’s Drag Strip
in Wilmington. Later, Jeff was in the market for a 911 but
instantly fell in love with a 2003 Boxster after driving one
while shopping or a 911. He is still the proud owner of
that Boxster. Although Jeff ’s muscle car drag racing days are

Jeff is also a foodie. If you want a restaurant suggestion,
Jeff is the guy to ask. He is particularly fond of Cajun food,
hosting an annual Crawfish Boil. If you don't like spicy, well,
that's all I have to say about that!!!
Jeff is far too modest about his volunteering in our club.
In fact, he has a very auspicious career to date. He worked
with Marty Goldsmith then took over the position of Tour
Chair for several years. He was then elected President of
our Board of Directors for four years. Last year he completed two years as our Zone 8 Representative, and played
an integral roll in the creation of a new Zone 8 region in the
Temecula area, the Vineyard region. The Zone 8 rep provides assistance to the 14 (now 15) regions in zone.
Jeff has never given up managing tours for GPX. Our
annual Mount Wilson night telescope viewing and tour to
Paradise Cove are two of them. He continues to be there
supporting our tours program.
Many thanks to Jeff for his myriad contributions to our
group and for also being the first GPX member to be Spotlighted.
If you have interest in being highlighted or helping with
the program, please let us know.

Title photo: Jeff Peck running the meeting on the
rooftop of the Petersen Museum before we entered
the building in January 2017
Top right: Jeff and his Boxster at one of our Breakfast
meetings
Center right: As President, Jeff presided over our
Breakfast meetings. Whenever possible he would
find a kid to help pull raffle tickets and give them an
opportunity to have a "role" volunteering. Never too
young to learn that one
Bottom right: Jeff at a tour rest stop schmoozing with
the participants
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OIL
STORY BY PEDRO BONILLA, PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 2010 IN "DIE PORSCHE KASSETTE"

I

n this chapter of our tech articles,
let’s talk about a slippery subject:
Engine Oil.
And I mean slippery in the full sense
of the word because it has been the
subject of many, many discussions and
opinions. Therefore I’ll try to stick to
the facts.
Engine oil is mainly a lubricant, but
it also serves several other important
functions such as: cooling, cleaning and
protecting from corrosion the different
internal engine surfaces that it bathes.
To be able to perform these functions,
special additives are mixed into the base
oil. These additives are mainly: detergents, multi-viscosity additives, emulsifiers, anti-foaming agents, polymers, antiwear formulations such as ZDDP (Zinc
DialkylDithioPhosphate), etc.
But some of these additives, such
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as phosphorus (contained in ZDDP),
which is an excellent anti-wear agent,
with time, can also cause damage to the
catalytic converters. Because of this,
the automobile manufacturers and the
emissions- regulating agencies have
forced the oil companies to reduce the
amount of phosphorus (and other additives) in their oils.
Products that meet the new ILSAC
(International Lubricant Standardization and Approval Committee) GF-4
Specification, must have phosphorus
levels at less than 800 ppm. The ILSACG4 Standards was jointly developed and
approved by Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, DaimlerChrysler,
Ford and GM.
Because automobiles and internal
combustion engines are used in different and varied environments, from the

sub-freezing arctic to the scorching desert, the engine oil must be able to adapt
to those extreme-at-time conditions.
Hence the multi-viscosity feature which
means that the oil will have a particular
viscosity at low temperatures and another at high operating temps.
This is necessary because the oil needs
to be thin and circulate through the engine quickly at start up and it must also
have thicker characteristics when hot to
provide the needed protection at operating temps.
Viscosity, simply put is how thick or
thin an oil is at a certain temperature.
Viscosity ratings are regulated by SAE
(Society of Automotive Engineers)
In a particular oil, its viscosity is expressed by numbers and/or letter.
There are single grade (single weight)
and multi-grade (multi-weight) oils on
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the market although the majority of our
vehicles now use multi-grade formulations. There are also Standard Petroleum Oils, Synthetic Oils and blends of
both.
In multi-grade oils, the first number and the letter W (winter) refer to
the oil’s viscosity when the oil is cold.
For example: 0W, 5W, 10W, 15W, etc.,
where the higher the number the more
viscous the oil is at low temperatures.
The second number refers to the oil’s
viscosity at high, operating temperature.
For example: 30, 40, 50, etc., and again,
where the higher the number, the higher
the viscosity for that temperature range.
Lately, low viscosity (thin) oils have
become the OEM (Original Equipment
Manufacturer) norm. This is so, because of two main reasons:
1. The lighter the weight of the
oil in the engine, the less internal
friction there will be which in turn
allows the engine to make a bit
more HP and offer a little better
MPG numbers. The main reason
behind this is that the auto manufacturers are forced to reach certain
environmental CAFE (Corporate
Average Fuel Economy) numbers.
The down side is that the thinner
the oil, the less protection it provides, so there’s a very delicate balancing act between an oil’s weight
and the protection it offers the engine components.
2. Bearing, piston-to-cylinder
and gear-to-gear clearances have
become smaller because of better metallurgic and manufacturing
methods. Using thicker oils may interfere with oil flow and increase oil
pressure. In older (worn) engines
it’s generally better to use a higher
viscosity oil because the clearances
have become bigger.
Oil gets degraded with use, mainly
because of gasoline and carbon blowby and because of the high temperatures and pressures it is subjected to.
That’s why oil needs to be changed on
a regular basis, to remove all those contaminants which, if left in suspension,
in time will turn the oil acidic, causing
then damage (corrosion) to the engine’s
internals.
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Each manufacturer has an oil change
recommendation for each particular
model, which, in my opinion, should be
the worst-case scenario for replacing.
When the factory fills a car with oil
they don’t know under what specific
conditions the car will be used, so they
use a “blanket” oil: 0W40. Many people
tend to stay with what’s offered by the
factory, thus they will replace their oil
with the same, original 0W40 Mobil
1, but based on the above, one should
consider one’s physical location (weather) as well as the type of driving done in
order to select the best possible oil.
Many times the particular brand of
oil is irrelevant, since they need to be
approved under the same regulations,
most of the brands have compatible
products with each other, and even
though the factory recommends using Mobil 1 oils, they also produce a
“Porsche Approved Oils List” which
includes tested and Porsche-approved
off-the-rack oils for different regions
of the world.
In our sunny South Florida “paradise”
we don’t worry about the lower end of
the thermometer’s scale, since it will
rarely dip bellow 50 degrees. Because of
this we shouldn’t even look at 0-weight
oils. Also, the top-end of our thermometer’s scales tend to stay high, especially
during the long summer months.

I generally recommend to my local
customers 10W40 oil and in my car I
personally use 15W50. I find that after
100,000 miles, switching to the heavier
multi-viscosity formulations gives better protection against wear because of
the looser clearances, it also cuts down
on rear main seal leaks and on sporadic
puffs of smoke on startups.
For my personal car, a 1998 Boxster,
Porsche recommends replacing the oil
once every year or 15,000 miles, but
in my Baby the oil and oil filter get
changed every 7,500 miles or less. This
formula is working just fine, since I just
clocked 193,000 smiles on the odometer with almost 12,000 of those being
hard track miles.
For the complete Porsche List of Approved Oils and additional information
on oil changes and other topics, feel
free to visit the DIY pages of my website: www.PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing,
© 2010 Technolab/PedrosGarage.com
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Book Reviews for Porschephiles
by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region

PORSCHE Model by Model

by Lance Cole, published 2021 by Crowood Press, UK

T

he author rightly claims that this book “...talks in plain
English and avoids corporate-speak”. Indeed, it is a
very captivating book, easy for even the non-Porschephile to read. The Porsche enthusiast will find a wealth of
information about the genesis of their favorite model. All
varieties of Porsche are covered in great, but readable detail.
Chapter 1: Porsche Precursor starts with the usual coverage
of a precocious Ferdinand working for his tinsmith father.
But the Introduction has already
spent some 12 pages on the author's
informal, personal rambling about the
Austrian origins of the German car,
about English corruption of German
words, and an overview of Porsche
AG history and the many non-German individuals who played key roles
in that story.
This book is organized by model
series, not over all chronology.
Chapters 2 (356: Defining Moment)
through 10 (Taycan), though written in a very readable conversational
tone, include a great deal of specific
information. There is also an unusually complete mention of individuals
who were involved in the design and
development of Porsche automobiles,
especially those who worked in the
early days of the 356. In addition to
the narrative, there are tables showing
timelines of development, and sidebars providing additional details about
people or special events. Especially
for the later years, detailed specifications are presented in tables in the
text. One table that is problematic is
the one summarizing the year-range
of the 'series letters', eg “G series
cars”, which seems to conflict with the usage in the narrative.
This book provides a humanized, almost insider view
of the development history of each model. The bulk of
the book deals with the 901 through 997 to 992 evolution.
Separate chapters cover the 356s, the 914s, the 4-cyl water
pumpers (924-928GTS) and the Boxster-Cayman, etc. There
is even a separate chapter on the Carrera GT-918 cars. The
Taycan gets 13 pages of coverage.
PORSCHE Model by Model is printed on semi-gloss paper
to make the photographs sparkle, the text is crisp, clear and
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there are few pages without pictures, most of which are new,
not old stand-bys that seem to show up in every book about
Porsche. Despite the acknowledged support of Porsche
archives and media sets, even the chapter devoted to the 356
has some new pictures.
This is a book about Porsches, so versions by RUF, Tech
Art, Singer, FVD Bombacher, RPM Technik,
etc. are mentioned but
not covered. Interestingly an Elva-Porsche
is discussed, but only
the one produced as
an exercise by Porsche
AG, not the ones built
by Elva Ltd.
For a book about
cars, there is a great
deal of information
about the people
involved, as well as the
engineering design of
individual components,
especially engine and
suspension. This is
not a book that many
will read from cover
to cover. But anyone
with an interest in a
particular Porsche era,
or of a specific model
series, will find a wealth
of interesting, detailed
and people oriented
information in this
book. Though race
performance and successes are mentioned, the emphasis is
on production vehicles for sale to the public. Clearly written
by an enthusiast, this is a captivating read with many personal
anecdotes from the author and about other Porsche involved
people..
PORSCHE Model by Model is hardbound with 240,
8-1/2 x 11 inch semi-gloss pages and 250 photos. There are
two pages of chapter by chapter footnotes, an extensive bibliography, and three pages of triple-column index. It should
be available for $60.00 at your favorite bookseller.
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ONCE AGAIN, WITH FEELING
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER

S

o I watched Season 4 of “Drive to Survive.” Actually, I
more or less binge-sped through it. Because all I really,
really wanted to do was get to the end, to see how they
handled the season-ending last-lap contretemps between
Lewis and Max.
Boy was I disappointed. Because, well, since I knew what
happened, there was nothing I learned from the docu-series
that I didn’t already know.
Hey, look, once again, the camera work is often scintillating. Coupled with the audio track, the footage is often spellbinding. I mean, for some of the shots, I don’t even know
how they did it. Like the camera view back to the driver from
the dashboard, which at one point literally focuses in on the
driver’s left eyeball. Through the visor.
Which is spectacular, at least from a technical point of
view. But, uh, let’s face it, eyeballs are eyeballs. And they
don’t actually change our view of the subject. The driver or
the series.
In fact, it made me blink. Because the format is getting
stale. There, I said it. If I had an air-gun for the number of
times Red Bull team principal Christian Horner went on, and
on, about how they have to fight, how they have to push, I
could probably afford to buy out Red Bull CEO Dietrich
Mateschitz. Who, by the way, has never been mentioned, in
any of the seasons.
Or Mercedes team principal Toto Wolff ’s “A driver has
to be a lion in the car. Even if he’s knocked down.” And
“We can’t afford to lose.” And “The best team, with the best
driver, scores results.” Please.
This time around, Toto’s wife, Susie, makes an appearance
too. Although it’s never made completely clear, she seems to
have a distinct business role in Toto’s wheeling and dealing.
And it carries through to her comments, like “He just never
stops fighting.” They’re shown on a private jet, several times,
flying somewhere. You never find out where.
Same goes for Geri Horner, nee Halliwell, Christian’s
wife. Yes, that Halliwell, of the Spice Girls. For the record,
she was Ginger Spice. How do I know that? I looked it up.
Because, in the series, she’s just simply a very loving and dutiful wife. Christian says, “I’ve been very fortunate. She’s been
incredibly supportive.”
You get the idea. It’s time to simply say enough. Enough
of the platitudes.
But, hey, I’m not one to just criticize. That’s the easy
stuff. No, I also have some thoughts on how the series could
actually rise to a new level of revelation about a sport we all
know and love. Here goes.
Start with the actual performance of the cars. We already
know how the drivers are “really” athletes. This is brought
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home in one sequence when feisty Alphatauri rookie Yuki
Tsunoda, who Horner calls “the best talent in a decade, if
not more,” (the entry, after all, is Red Bull’s junior team)
complains about having to hit the gym. Team principal Franz
Tost says, Yuki, you have to work out two to four hours a
day, six days a week. Yuki is shown scowling.
How about answering questions like… what’s the typical
0-60 time for a modern F1 car? Braking distance? Cornering Gs? Cornering Gs between tire choices? Downforce?
Horsepower? Hybrid horsepower? Let it be known, there is
virtually nothing said about just how off the charts these cars
actually are.
Or what they’re like to drive. Put a club racer in one. A
journalist. Your father-in-law. Let’s see how they manage.
Left foot braking. The hand clutch. Paddle shifting.
Or compare them with… sports prototypes, Indycars,
Formula E cars, MotoGP bikes. Anything. Season after season, we’ve been bombarded with the interpersonal drama of
a cutthroat sport. Fine. Now, how about some background,
any background, on the sabers they wield.
Or the sponsorship drama. Last season, we actually came
along, once, as team principal Gunther Steiner pitched Haas
sponsorship to an unnamed German company. This season,
we open with Steiner in bed with Uralchem oligarch Dmitry
Mazepin… with his son Nikita behind the wheel. How did
this happen? We’ll never know.
Or maybe, just maybe, we’re no longer the audience for the
series. Maybe Netflix has made a decision to target chronic
binge-watchers, hungry for something different, something
dramatic, something human-interest. If the focus expands
enthusiasm for the sport, I can’t fault that. The evidence, at
least on this side of the pond, seems to bear it out. Monster
attendance for the U.S. Grand Prix in Austin (although that
was never mentioned.) Two American races added to the
calendar for 2023, Miami and Las Vegas. My understanding
is that Netflix is now trying to double down on its success,
producing a series on professional golf by covering this
season’s PGA Tour.
And let’s not forget that, reportedly, Volkswagen AG has
granted approval for Porsche and Audi to join the circus.
Porsche is apparently in discussion with Red Bull to supply engines in 2026, and Audi is discussing the same with
McLaren, as well as outright buying a sizable chunk of
McLaren’s F1 unit.
At Yas Marina for the final race of the season, Stefano
Domenicali, CEO of Formula 1 Group, gives his only interview of the series. He’s asked who’s going to win, and he
says “the political answer is Formula 1.” That pretty much
sums it up.

“What happens to a dream unfulfilled?”
asked no Porsche owner ever.
With the first turn of its left-handed ignition, fantasy becomes reality.
The driver’s seat previously reserved for dreams will now be beneath you.
And the unmistakable engine note so often played in your head will now be
courtesy of your right foot. Ahhhh, the sweet sound of fulfillment. Porsche.
There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There.

dealer 2019
Porsche Riverside
8423 Indiana Ave
Riverside, CA 92504
951-441-6235
PorscheRiverside.com

©2019 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.
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REMEMBRANCES OF
THINGS PAST
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER

P

lease indulge me. I’m writing this on Mother’s Day.
Which, this year, is very significant to me... Because my
mother passed away several months ago.
My mother was 93. When I tell that to people, I often get
back, “oh, you should be thankful for that, for her long life.”
And I am. Although her body fell apart, my mother had her
wits about her until the end.
I’m the oldest of three. My parents were relatively young
when they had me. So, in recent years, I found myself one of
few people my age with a parent still alive. And, even more
rare, someone I could talk to.
But that didn’t make the experience of her passing any
easier. A friend said to me, “now you’re an orphan.” And she
was right. I hadn’t thought about that. I knew I’d miss her
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badly. Although she was 2,000 miles away, and I hadn’t lived
near my parents in four decades. I had been visiting every
few months, for years. And we spoke weekly, if not more
often. But the idea of that safety net, of that soft nest to fall
back into suddenly it was gone.
After the funeral, which was on Long Island, NY, I rode
down to suburban Maryland with my sisters. And, the next
day, we went to my mother’s abode in an independent living
community. And we started wandering around the apartment. Opening shoeboxes. File cabinets. Sifting through piles
of notes she had written, about things she needed to do,
people she needed to call.
What an odd feeling it was, poring over a life that had
ended. Sorting through what was left. None of us really

wanted much of anything. But I did take a photo collage
off the wall. Now, that was very significant to me. Because,
in the collage, were photos of my sisters and me as babies.
And, partially cropped, a photo of my sisters leaning against,
there it was, my first sports car, a ’64 Triumph TR-4. A car
that literally changed my life, at 17.
I bought that car with every cent I had at the time, all of
$800. It was a self-esteem machine. Something that said
something about who this inward-focused insecure, directionless teenager really was. And it gave me the self-confidence to go to college and try to actually make something of
myself.
Above the photo of the Triumph was a photo of my
father, washing his first of three Mercedes, in the driveway. A
250S from ’67. He loved that car. Just as he loved the 250C
he replaced it with. And the ’78 450SL that I actually found
for him. In Louisville, KY, where I lived for a few years in
the early ‘80s. My parents flew out and drove it home. But,
alas, I couldn’t find a photo of the 250C or the SL-ella.
I couldn’t find a photo of the ’72 2002 I bought when I
graduated from college, either. Nor my first Porsche, the ’76
914 I bought in ’78. Nor any other cars that I or my parents
had owned.
Too bad. I was really hoping to locate a photo of the ‘67
Buick Wildcat convertible that I took my road test in. My
mother took me. I drove that car into Manhattan the night
of my Senior Prom. Three couples. It’s a wonder my parents
let me. It’s a wonder we survived.
Nor any photos of the ‘62 Buick LeSabre that the five
of us virtually lived in for five weeks in ’62, when we drove
cross-country to LA, and back.
But I did see, in that collage, the three boats that my
parents owned, during my teen years. On all three boats, the
routine was the same. My father was captain. My mother
was first mate. But I, I was helmsman. I drove. Of course I
drove.
I also tried to locate a box, filled with car models I had
made, out of kits from – was it Revell? I was having serious memory-land issues. I had last seen this shoebox about
20 years earlier. Unbeknownst to me, my mother had saved
three or four cars that I had made from kits, holed up in my
basement craft area, which was a plywood sheet, balanced on
an old, warped pool table. A 427 Cobra. A Corvette Stingray.
An early 911. No luck.
But I did take another photo off the wall. This one, with a
penciled date on the back, 4/47, was of my parents, and my
father’s two older brothers, and their wives, and my father’s
younger sister, and his parents, my grandparents. It looks like
they were at an affair, a wedding, maybe. Not for my parents.
They wouldn’t marry for another year and a half. Today, the
only one alive is the wife of my father’s middle brother. And
she’s in her mid-90s.
When my sisters and I go, maybe my daughters will be able
to recognize everyone in the collage photo, and in the group
photo. Maybe not. And then, the memories will be lost to
time. As I said, I’ve had a lot of trouble with Mother’s Day
this year.
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GPX KIDS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTERS
			 "P C A J U N I O R S"

Hazell Hofsess

Grand Prix Region has officially started GPX KIDS, in keeping with the Porsche Club of
America’s overall priority to make our kids a part of the club by starting them young.
Children up to 18 can be registered to become PCA JUNIOR MEMBERS at no cost, and will receive an age
appropriate gift from PCA.
The PCA Juniors program has been created so kids can enjoy club events, learn about Porsches and build the enthusiasm that runs through all of PCA. We look forward to developing the program and its features over time.

Charles Harrell

The program is FREE! Kids must be registered by an active PCA member. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.
can sign up younger family members for PCA Juniors. We will reach out to families to bring their kids to our Saturday morning breakfast meetings the second Saturday of each month, and have younger kids and parents do crafts
projects and fun activities and get a GPX Goodie Bag.
For more information or questions please contact Dick Douglass at ddouglass356@gmail.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
CHAIR POSITION OPEN
We are looking for a person (or persons) who are
not bashful about walking into a business and
showing them what a great marekting tool advertising in The Circuit would be for their business.
We will provide you with relevant information for
doing this. Once you have developed the lead, we
will coordinate artwork and publication information
IF YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN HELPING
CONTACT SUESAN AT
SUESAN@POBOX.COM OR 619-992.4287

Grand Prix Region
Name Badges
Order yours today!

Albert Franco

Rick Denver

Tony Ferreira

Stuart Baron

Scott Borman

Sigfried & Nellie Roller

Bill & Beeber Clevenger

May New Members — Transfers In
Dennis Canon
Allan & Jennifer Soto
John Sanders
Aaron Mudd

Magnetic attachment - no pin
Light weight
$15.00
Order at the GPX Store or
mail the order form from the
GPX Website at
http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429

30 years Mike & Kris Burns
19 years Rick Denver
Tyronne & Angela Moore
16 years Jake & Johnny Wetzstein
Bill & Beeber Clevenger
15 years Albert Franco
14 years Suegfrued & Nellie Roller
Hazel Hofsess & Marilyn Gale
Tony & Rebecca Ferreira
13 years Stephen Krupnick
Robert & Alice Myrtle
12 years Charles & Karen Harrell
Linda & Mike Nolasco
Dale & Sue Christian
Eddie & Loree Swanenburg
9 years John & Djun Leflang
7 years Gordon & Eric Lau
James Gambit & Tammy Murray
Craig & Suzanne Vittitoe
6 years Scott Borman
Daniel McGowan
Stuart & Linda Baron
Dan Choo
5 years Armand & Marcus Ramirez
Mick Barbee
4 years Fernando Gallegos
3 years Ken & Olaf Bernstein
David Hicok & Maggie Larkin
1 year
Jacqueline Jones
-==

2005 Boxster
2022 911 GT3
1999 911 Carrera
2004 Cayenne S
Linda & Mike Nolasco

Daniel McGowan

John & Djun Leflang

Armand Ramirez

Questions? Contact Jeff Peck
jbpeck@pacbell.net
(310) 345-8081
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Stephen Krupnick

Eddie Swanenburg

Fernando Gallegos

Avery & Tyrone Moore
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JOIN US

Index of Advertisers

PCA has something for everybody!

• Monthly breakfast meetings are back!!!
• Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
• COVID precautions are almost nonexistent right now
• Buy breakfast or just enjoy a cup of coffee and good friends
• Contact Suesan for information — 619.992.4287

Each month at Breakfast Club we will reserve a line of prime parking
spaces for selected Porsche models
Cone Zone has been suspended pending someone stepping up
to manage it. If you are interested, speak with Suesan
Carter
May 2022

ON THE COVER
ON THE COVER

At our recent Day Away from Work drivers education event at Streets of Willow last
March, Jake Stone was one of our novices
who came out to our event
Our Chief Driving Instructor, Nick Perdikaris, spent the day working with Jake both
on the track and in the classroom.

Social Events
Tours & Rallies
On-Track Driving
Concours d'elegance 		
Panorama (National Magazine)
The Circuit (GPX Magazine)
All for only $46/yr !

Porsche Parade
Treffen N. America
Member Discounts
Club Racing
Autocross
3000+ Events Annually

Apply Online at PCA.org
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com

29

Children's Dental Health Clinic

36

Glory Days Beachside Grill

50

GPX Name Badge Order Form

36

Kerr & Sheldon

9

Pelican Parts		

30

Sierra Madre Collection

39

Walter's Porsche of Riverside
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Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

CHECK US OUT

Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!
SECOND Saturday each month — 9:00 AM
$15.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages

NEW MEMBERS
receive a free
GPX Coffee Mug

Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach (562) 756-8520

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

From all reports, Jake had a grea time and
Nick, who loves instructing, enjoyed the day
as well.
Size

Invoiced Quarterly

Size

Business card
75.00/mo
3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page
125.00/mo
3 5/8" x 4 1/2"
Half page
200.00/mo
7 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Full page
350.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position
450.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full bleed available on half & full page only

Classified Ads

Free to PCA members, including photo

For advertising information, contact:

Skip Carter
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Accutrack			

619.992.9927

skipcarter@pobox.com

CLASSIC
EUROPEAN
AUTO PARTS
Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com
888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300
1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, CA 90041
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Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O. Box 2119
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

DATED MATERIAL

This space is available to Advertisers - skipcarter@pobox.com

GRAND PRIX REGION
Porsche Club of America

Porsche owners from
all over SoCal come
to our renowned events
Tours

The Circuit
Monthly Magazine

Social Events

Reach more than 2000 Porsche
enthusiasts through our monthly
magazine & frequent email blasts

GPX

Driving Events

Concours d’Elegance

gpx.pca.org

Suesan Way Carter
President, Grand Prix Region
suesan@pobox.com

