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Write of Way, by Suesan Way Carter

Skip Carter

Canadian Geese

Recovering from knee
replacment surgery
(right leg) and broken
ankle (left leg)

W

ell, Suesan and I are in the middle of a long overdue visit to family and friends in Toronto. The
border had been closed because of covid, and our
last visit was October 2019. Can't believe it was almost three
years.
Although she was born in Detroit, Suesan and her parents moved to Toronto when she was about six months old.
That's where her mom was from and there was a lot of family there.
We also had plans to attend the Porsche Parade in Mt Pocono, Pennsylvania. When I looked at the calendar I realized
that we would be back in San Diego from Toronto with only
five days before we'd be back on a plane to Parade. We might
have been home long enough to do laundry and repack.
It just made more sense to make it one five week trip
instead of two separate ones. So, we'll have a few days to
figure out what to do between Toronto and Mt Pocono,
but the Finger Lakes are on the way so I suspect we'll find
a place in that area to hibernate for a few days. I have been
through that area a couple of times in the last ten or so years.
One trip from Boston to Toronto, I knew we would be close
to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. Suesan and
I are both big baseball fans, so I planned (and carried off)
a surprise visit there. Suesan was blown away. One of the
best things I've done for her. My second visit was to a PCA
Club Race at Watkins Glen a few years back. I got to see just
enough of the town to want to spend some time there, so I
am hoping that works out for this trip.
Five weeks seems like a long time to be gone these days.
I remember when I used to say that a vacation less than
THREE MONTHS was not worth taking. That was (obviously) before I had much responsibility to deal with (like a
family and a steady job). Now I just don't know if I want to
be gone for that long. Guess I'll find out

Things seem to be doing well in Grand Prix region. This
was the first year we have not been at our concours but, you
can see from the article in this issue and the photos that it
turned out to be a great event. It was Patty Reilly's first time
as the concours chair. It is pretty obvious from everything
I've seen and heard that she did an outstanding job.
Same thing goes for the "How to Concours Your Car"
clinic. We haven't done one of those for several years. We
had a good turnout and our good friends from San Diego
region, Tom and Bev Gould did a fabulous job leading that
training. They have as much experience with concouring as
any two people I know and we really appreciate them jumping in and doing this for us.
Shortly after we get back home Suesan has knee replacement surgery scheduled. I have a feeling that my husband
responsibilities are gong to be needed. I've known a few
people with replacement knees. It sounded like a lot of hard
work and a fairly long (and painful) recovery. But, we'll cross
that bridge when we get to it.
Other than that, life is good, the club is good and we are
enjoying being able to finally see our family and friends here
in Canada again (especially the very new baby Suesan's niece
just had.

Sleazy Dog Construction

GPX SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-Grand-Prix-Region/336827569682620
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pca%20grand%20prix%20region&sm=1
GooglePlus: https://plus.google.com/114590990404477994856/posts
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/PCAGrandPrix
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/168187975@N07/albums
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PORSCHE PARADE
MY FIRST
STORY BY CHRIS WAY; PHOTOS BY SKIP CARTER AND CHRIS WAY		

I

t was an unusual facility to hold the
2022 Porsche Parade. The Kalahari
Resort is massive: on one end are
two, 8-story hotel blocks and the largest indoor waterpark in the USA and,
on the other is the convention center.
Imagine a Vegas hotel but with kids
and a waterpark instead of a casino.
I had few expectations for my first
Parade, but anticipated a lot of Porsche
eye-candy and that the 3000 Parade
participants and their 1000 Porsche’s
would take over the hotel. However,
6

we were equalled by the many families and kids vacationing at the resort.
I must say that I really enjoyed all
the kids around this African-themed
complex. Fortunately, the convention
center offered respite and an ideal
layout for Parade.
The planning committee chose
well, bringing us to the 2000-foot
Poconos (meaning “river between two
mountains”), around which are some
fabulous twisties like routes 940, 314
and 191, winding around the endless

hills, river valleys & parks in the region.
The Delaware Water Gap separates
New Jersey & Pennsylvania, following
the Delaware River through a sweet, 28
mile run through its National Recreation Area. It seems that around every
bend is another small village featuring
one or more fabulous, family diners.
731 participants volunteered in producing this Parade, with some 14,000
hours of effort. Because of weather
concerns, there were a lot of "Plan B"
discussions.

Starting Friday morning, cars
started rolling into a ballroom for the
Concours Prep area. This space was
limited to about 50 cars. The rest had
use of an outdoors parking lot (there is
no convered parking at this facility).
The Monday Concours d’Elegance
took my breath away. I expected lots
of nice cars but, it was impossible to
imagine the array of unique and stunning beauty everywhere I looked. Fellow Canadians, Dale & Elenor Milne,
Red River were at their 20-something
Parade & Vikram Natarajan, Jersey
Shore polished his newly-restored 1970
911T for the family’s first. There was
a black 1955 356 coupe that was at the
first Parade and 163 Porsches of all
kinds entered the competition.
My favorite vote went to Patty
Reilly’s 2017 911 Targa 4S. People all
weekend kept asking Patty the same
question: “Is that Lava Orange? I love
the color. It’s going to be my next
Porsche…” The fun of Concours
is no longer a mystery; it’s a unique
artform and contest at the same time,
undertaken with pride and passion
and, it seems, as much friendly banter
as detailing. Judging appears similar to
that of figure skating – fraught with
controversy but, everyone graciously
cheered all the winners at the Awards
banquet on Tuesday evening.
Pirelli was a featured sponsor, highlighted by giving away sets of tires.
Pirelli’s Welcome Party on Sunday
evening featured a Porsche worldwide
reveal of a new “911 Carrera GTS
Cabriolet America” edition. At the final
banquet, Princess Cruises gave away
a grand prize of a ‘from anywhere,
to anywhere’ cruise. Our own Alfred
Abken, Cal Central Coast, won a 2-day
trip to the Porsche Sport Driving
School at Barber Motorsport Park in
Burmigham, Alabama while, of course,
wearing his ‘White Sports Coat & Pink
Crustacean” jacket.
Ellen Burk and the Gimmick Rally
team put on a fun day for our tour
around the region and a visit to 10
diferent locations to perform a simple
"athletic" task at each (croquet, badminton, bachi ball, etc). One of the
stops was atop a mountain, where
we were high enough for a cloud to

Facing page: Just one of the stunning cars in Concours Prep
area. This is a very rare, the only non-Turbo of this design
by Dick Barbour
Top: Patty Reilly in Concours Prep working on her Lava Orage Targa
Middle: Jeff Peck and Chris Way at one of many area diners
we tried. Biscuits and gravy were available almost everywhere, and we never had a bad one
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surround us with fog, blocking what
would have been a great view. I really
enjoyed the drive and watching all the
Porsches run back and forth. It was
a perfect plan, giving the 141 cars a
great look around the hill country on
fun, winding roads.
The other highlight for me was the
Parade of Porsches with 285 Porsches
staged in a parking lot. The parade
took us to the Pocano Speedway
along roads all blocked by the local
constabulary. I couldn’t help but think
they ogled us wishing they could fill
their ticket quota as we sped by at
80 mph. On track, speeds of 100 or
so occurred as we chased each other
around the oval. Patty Reilly kindly let
me ride along in her Targa, which was
about as good a Porsche experience
as could be had. I was surprised at
the ride quality, expecting sports cars
to be stiff and rough... But not this
one. And cornering was unlike any car
I’ve been in, simply hugging the road
effortlessly as Patty swept through the
curves. I love Porsche g-forces!
Skip, Jeff Peck & I spent an exceptional day together, enjoying a full-on
tour of the Martin Guitar factory in
the small town of Nazareth. Tara, at
the front desk, corralled Mike, a Product Manager, to give as in impromptu
tour. Mike led us around each and every step of how guitars are made and
finished. We were taught about their
history, technology and the incredible
craft skills it takes to make fabulous
instruments. Jeff was so smitten
by the experience he returned with
Denise (Zone 9 Rep) the next day to
purchase his own Martin. A perfect
outcome.
There were lots of awards given
for all of the Parade’s events. Those
presented to the PCA Juniors was
the best of them all; so fun to see
the precocious kids on stage strutting
their wins. But, the highlight for GPX
was the best-in-class prize presented
to Jimmie Mitchell and Bill Simon for
the GPX web page. As Suesan always
says, we’re fueled by volunteers, of
which these gents are exemplary.
Suesan, Skip and I began our trip
to Parade driving from Toronto to
Watkins Glen, along a gorgeous run
8
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down Highway 14 along the shores of
Lake Geneva, one of the Finger Lakes.
We spent three days there before heading to Parade. What a wonderful town
of 2000 people. We were there just
before tourist season, so everything
was open and the people there could
not be nicer.
We managed to visit a few special
places in the area. One is the International Motor Racing Research Center.
The collection of historical automotive literature is astonishing. This area
is also known as the Soaring Capital
of the U.S. About twenty minutes out
town is the National Soaring Museum,
a wonderful location dedicated to the
history of the sport. Very nicely put
together.
It was a short trip from Watkin's
Glen to the Kalahari resort, one of
our resorts located in that part of the
country. My return trip to Toronto
took me along Hwy 86, west through
the Finger Lakes region again. It was
a spectacular drive on a perfect sunny
day. I will cherish my first Parade with
Suesan and Skip and seeing our GPX
friends at play.
Another tour Skip & I enjoyed was
the Steamtown National Historic Site
in Scranton. It displays steam trains of
all kinds and sizes in a fabulous layout
reminiscent of an actual railyard. The
curators built a stunning museum, with
lots of interactive stuff for kids and
even thoughtful braille materials, too.
We saw an 18-minute movie of the
nostalgic era when steam rail dominated our travels.
A head's up. The 2023 Porsche
Parade will be local for most of us,
in Palm Springs. The 2024 Parade
was announced to be in Birmingham,
Alabama.

Top: Skip Carter, our Zone 8 Rep, Lori DeCristo, Suesan Carter and Ilko
Nechev, advertising manager for Panorama and Club Racing News.
We are standing in front of the Parade Information desk, which Suesan
manages each year
Bottom: Alfred Abken receiving his door prize certificate... Two days at
the Porsche Sport Driving School at Barber Motorsports Park

Top: One of four very special 911s
PCNA had on display at Parade. This
one, the 911 Sport Classic, was stunning. But I can say that about so many
cars at Parade.
Bottom: Skip and Suesan posing with
a bronze baby elephant. The African
theme was everywhere, and very
nicely done. Lots of artwork.
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Facing page top: Patty Reilly on the
autocross course
Facing page bottom: Patty Reilly picking up the results of Saturday's Tech
Quiz
Facing page bottom: Patty Reilly picking up

10
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Top left: The most brillian orange I've ever seen on a car
Top left: Vic Skirmants SCCA Champion 356 racer in front of
one of many Reliable Carrier's transporters

Bottom left: the spec sheet on the 2023 Carrera GTS Cab
America Edition. 0-60 in 4.1 seconds. 192 top speed

Bottom left: The Targa mechanism on Patty's Targa

Right: Three photos of the America Edition Cab. I loved the
lite door sill. OK, I loved everything about this car

Top right: The Kalahari ballroom as we started layout out
car spaces for Concours Prep. We figured we could fit up to
60 cars inside
Middle right: The four special 911s on display in the lobby
Bottom right: The 2023 Classic Club Coupe was another of
the special 911s brought to the event by Porsche Cars North
America
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Top: There was a call for cars, especially red ones, to come to
the Leopard lot early Saturday morning for this shot celebrating the 70 years of Porsche Clubs. By the way, PCA is larger
than all of the other Porsche Clubs in the world combined
Bottom left: Canoes on the Delaware Water Gap
Bottom right: Corned beef hash in a skillet. Just another one
of those family diners in a small town in the middle of nowhere that we stumbled into on our way to the Martin Guitar
factory

14

Cars in the Concours Prep area. The black 356 had the distinction of being at the
first ever Porsche Parade. The orange 1983 911SC is from the Rocky Mountain
region. The Ipanema Blue 2012 911 Turbo S was just another stunning color
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Facing page: This 1970 911T was completely stripped to
bare metal and restored by Vikram Natarajan and his
sons (from the Jersey Shore region)
Top: Bill Simon and Jimmie Mitchell receiving the 1st in
Class Website award from PCA Vice President Aaron Ambrosino
Right: Michael Dolphin was active all week at Parade (as
usual). Michael and Jimmie are members of the Parade
Photography team and, boy, do they work. Michael is also
a Concours judge
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Top left: Skip at Steamtown in Scranton, PA. A fabulous
steam train museum with lots of things you can touch. Kids
(big and small) loved it.
Facing page: Jeff, Chris and Skip got a private tour of the
Martin Guitar factory in Nazarrath, PA. Best factory tour I've
ever been on. If you are ever in that area, just call ahead
and they will gladly arrange a tour. Jeff couldn't resist. The
next day he went back and bought an acoustic guitar
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HOW TO CONCOURS YOUR CAR
STORY BY ALAN JOHNSON, PATTY REILLY & VINCENT ZIMMER; PHOTOS BY JIMMIE MITCHELL

E

very year (with a covid exception) Grand Prix Region
holds a concours, part of the Zone 8 Concours Series. Over the decades we have held them at various
locations in the Long Beach area. For several years we used
Festival Park near the Queen Mary, and then the parking lot
in front of that ship.
For the last several years we have been using the Lakewood
Country Club's front lawn. This year's event was held Sunday, May 22. The Lakewood had been very kind to us. Each
year we get to design a lunch menu, which is always good
and appreciated. With over 35 registered entrants and a few
hundred other visitors, we sell well over 100 lunches. Each
registered participant, concours judge and other volunteers
receive a free lunch. But, enough about the concours itself.
of a concours and some of the secret judging tips of car
preparation. Given by Tom and Beverly Gould, long time
22

concours judges, Tom first described the scoring system for
the various classes of cars to be judged.
Most classes are only judged in two areas, exterior and
interior. At the beginning the Chief Judge has five minutes to
talk to the owner about the vehicle and do a general examination then each of the two other judges has 5 minutes each.
They will ask the owner to open doors, trunks, glove box and
various easily opened covers over various spaces such as battery and equipment storage. Upon completion each of the
3 judges will record the deductions in each of the categories
on his score sheet and review those with the owner.
Beverly described various ways to clean and prepare the
car. Most of the judging in the Concours put on in the Zone
8 series is based on the cleanliness of the car. Some cleaning products leave a residue whether it be on the tires or the
widows that must be removed. One area that most judges

pay attention to the cleanliness of the windows especially the
insides as they are harder to get streak free. As most cars are
driven to the Concours, the judges realize that some road dirt
is inevitable on the inside of the wheel well so that is not an
area that is judged in most classes, but the outside edge of
the wheel well is fair game. Other items that are helpful are
portable vacuums, Q-Tips or swabs of various lengths and
degreasing wipes.
The class was presented at International Aero Products
in Bellflower, thank you to Ray Rodriguez and his staff for
providing lunch and a place where we could hold the class.
Each participant was given a set of detailing brushes which
are very good for dusting, especially around the wheel lug
nuts. Aero gave a presentation about the company and its
products.
It started with products for airplanes, hence its name, then
expanded into vehicles and boats. Besides the cleaning and
polishing products, they also offer a variety of microfiber
towels for cleaning and polishing.

Vincent Zimmer
The format was perfect. Quite a hot day in Bellflower however the warehouse was cool enough. Instructors were fantastic.
They gave great pointers on cleaning your car for a concours.
Lunch and the cleaning brushes provided were an added
bonus. I have a car entered into the Dana Point concours so
this class was invaluable. I now understand why people trailer
their cars to these meets after all the hours put in to getting
them perfectly clean. I will be driving my car down as that is
the fun of it even though it will cost me points!!
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38TH ANNUAL GRAND PRIX
REGION CONCOURS
STORY BY PATTY REILLY; PHOTOS BY JIMMIE MITCHELL, CHRIS WAY, SKIP CARTER

WHEW! Is all I can say, Sunday, May 22 turned out to be
a beautiful day, all the cars that registered for the Concours
arrived, along with the judges, volunteers and crowd that
enjoyed looking at beautiful cars and the very first Concours
that I ever chaired. I don’t know about you, but when I’m
asked to do something that is out of my comfort zone,
which chairing a Concours fits into very nicely, I get anxious,
anal and consumed in making sure I do a good job.
In my professional life I was in the trade show industry
so detail work, organization and relentless follow up was
not new to me but getting this retired mind of over 23 years
back into work mode was a challenge, being retired is very
nice! I was quite hesitant when Linda Cobarrubias asked me
to take over a position she held for many years and did a
great job at, but with her encouragement and insight that she
shared gave me the confidence to do the job. Not only did
I receive support from Linda, but I can’t count the numerous times I reached out to Suesan nor the patience she had
26

for me. I’m sure there were times when she saw my name
displayed on her cell phone she was thinking and saying out
loud “What now”, but she was always there for me even
from Canada.
I also want to thank Janice Witteried who was our head
judge and organized a fantastic group of judges for us and
all the volunteers who showed up early in the morning to
spot the cars, run the timing slips, and all those who volunteered their time, because as you know our theme is “Fueled
by Volunteers” and with that said don’t be shy in raising you
hand to help run any of our events it is truly fun and you get
a fantastic insight of what we are all about and the an opportunity to get to know our fellow GPX’ers better and those
members from other regions who join us for our events. I
look forward to chairing the 39th Annual Concours de Elegance at the Lakewood Country Club Sunday, May 23, 2023,
and seeing all your beautiful cars on the Concours field.
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Congratulations to our 38th Concours winners:
Division Winners:
Don Bogart
Full Concours-Vintage Division CV-5 914-6
Robert Watt
Detail & Shine-D&S7-Boxter, Cayman
Yao-Chien Lee
Street-Modern Division-SM-1 986/987 Boxter & Cayman
Chuck Barton
Street-Vintage Division SV-2 911,912,912E (1965-1989)
Robert Young
Unrestored-Vintage Division UV-2 911,912,912E (1965-1989)
Class Winners:
Don Bogart – 1st Full Concours-Vintage Division
Robert Kelly – 1st Display & Shine D&S-1
Michael Popken – 1st Display & Shine D&S-2
Pol Pittayanuruk – 1st Display & Shine D&S 3
Patty Reilly – 1st Display & Shine D&S 4
Robert Watt – 1st Display & Shine D&S 7
Waynee Pittayanuruk – 1st Display & Shine D&S 8
Vincent Grand – 2nd Display & Shine D&S 4
Walt Earley – 3rd Display & Shine D&S 2
Yao-Chien Lee – 1st Street-Modern SM-1
Mike DeSilva – 1st Street Modern SM-3
Steve Hoskins – 1st Street Vintage SV-1
Chuck Barton – 1st Street Vintage SV-2
James Falk – 1st Street Vintage SV-3
John Flynn – 1st Street Vintage SV-5
Robert Young – Unrestored-Vintage Division UV-2
Rafle Mendez – Unrestored-Vintage Division UV-3
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THE MAGIC MOMENT
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER

L

et us all now praise the magic
moments in our lives. Because,
God knows, right now we really
need them.
What am I talking about? I’m talking
about what moves you. To your soul.
You feel it in your bones. Take the title
song to this column. A moldy oldie by
The Drifters, yes. But the experience...
“So different and so new. Was like any
other. Until I met you. And then it happened. It took me by surprise. I knew
that you felt it too. By the look in your
eyes…”
Right? It’s not just personal. It’s a
human condition revelation. It can
be plaintive. I have a playlist of songs
to, figuratively, slit your wrists by. Like
“Comin’ Back to Me” by the Airplane.
“Whatever happened to wishes wished
upon a star? Was it something that I
made up for fun? I saw you, I saw you
comin’ back to me.”
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Another personal favorite… “What’s
New,” the Linda Ronstadt version with
the Nelson Riddle Orchestra. “Adieu.
Pardon my asking what’s new. Of
course, you couldn’t know. I haven’t
changed. I still love you so.”
“Why” by Annie Lennox.
And it can be joyous. It just so happens that my claim to fame, come what
may, is that I was at Woodstock. All
four days. And I’m often asked what
was the best performance. And I respond, without hesitating, that it was
Santana. Nobody, or at least nobody
I knew, had ever heard Latin-rock fusion before. And the ultimate was their
closer, “Soul Sacrifice.” I just happened
to come across a video of the performance, celebrating the birthday of
drummer Michael Shreve, who was 20
at the time. The video was minus all the
frou-frou of the edit used in the movie.
Just the performance, straight-up. And,

you know what? The experience was
still, after all these years, eight minutes
of pure transcendence.
I also get it from Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony. My line is simply this. God
said to Beethoven, Ludwig, write this
down. And he did.
Cinema. The scene in Alien, you
know the one. The bathroom scene in
Psycho. I saw Jaws at a preview. Had no
idea what I was in for. Then, just for us
gearheads, there’s the whole of Grand
Prix and Le Mans. Films to be savored.
Sport. Everyone who plays golf
knows the ecstasy of a purely hit shot.
“Golf shot!” is what players yell. And,
every round, you hit enough of them
to get you to come back, and beat your
brains out, one more time.
It has nothing to do with money, necessarily. Money is simply an enabler.
It enables you to buy your golf clubs.
You’re a/v system. Your Porsche. What

you do next is up to you.
Like going searching for the perfect
corner. Rather, the perfectly executed
corner. Where you leave nothing back.
At the limit of adhesion. And you do the
same in the next corner. And the next.
And you complete a perfect lap. Is it really possible? Of course it is, it’s magic.
Or go searching for the perfect road.
Tail of the Dragon, without traffic.
Southern Utah – start with Route 24 to
Scenic Route 12. Recommendation; do
it during a shoulder month, preferably
midweek.
Rte 128, from the 101 Freeway to
Mendocino. Stands of redwoods, the
sun glinting through the canopy of
green. Then you break into the brilliant
sunshine of a golden meadow. Then
it’s back into the forest. Then sunlight.
Then redwoods. Then sun again. You’ll
know you’re close to the end of your
glory drive when the sun is replaced by
coastal fog.
And the cars that take your breath
away. Do you remember the first time
you saw a 911? A split-window Vette?
An E-Type? A Ferrari? The first time
you sat in one? Or drove one? Or
bought one?
And the venues. Years ago, the company I worked for actually held a global
senior management meeting in Monaco.
I had never been. Turns out, our hotel
was on Casino Square. We checked in
and went for a walk… I wanted to look
at the boats in the harbor (boats is not
the right word, but you get the idea).
There was an elevator that took you
down to the quay. We got in. It descended, stopped, and the door opened…
To… The tunnel! One step out of the
elevator and there I was. I was standing
in the tunnel in Monaco. I started shaking. Mumbling to my companion that
this is the tunnel, this is the tunnel, this
is the grand prix tunnel! I got a lot of
weird looks. And I didn’t care.
Was that a magic moment? It was
for me. A moment I’ll never forget.
And that, my friends, is what gets me
through this life. I’m collecting a mental
scrapbook of moments. Moments that
transcend. I hope you have your own
snapshots. So you can say the same.
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NARDO TECHNICAL CENTER
10 YEARS WITH PORSCHE
COURTESY OF PORSCHE NEWSROOM MAY 9 2022
The Nardò Technical Center (NTC), the South-Italian
proving ground owned by Porsche and operated by Porsche
Engineering, celebrates its tenth anniversary of the acquisition by the German sports car manufacturer today.
Within this time, the NTC, covering over 700 hectares
with more than 20 test tracks in the Apulian region, has
transformed from a proving ground with unique tracks and
facilities into an integrated center for the high-performance
testing, validation, and development of the intelligent and
connected vehicles.
“The acquisition of the Nardò Technical Center by
Porsche in 2012 was an important enrichment for the whole
Porsche Group,” says Michael Steiner, Member of the Executive Board for Research and Development at Porsche AG
and Chairman of the Shareholder's Committee of Porsche
Engineering. “From the very beginning, Nardò has been a
cornerstone for our vehicle development and testing—due
to its special tracks as well as in-depth testing expertise. During the last ten years, it has evolved substantially, enabling
ourselves and customers from all over the world to develop
and validate future vehicles even more efficiently.”
Since 2012, changes have taken place across the whole
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proving ground: 80 million Euros have been invested in
the modernization and technological advancement of the
infrastructure, which includes tracks, workshops, and safety
systems. The famous ring, which is 12.6 kilometers long and
has a four-kilometer diameter, was completely renovated in
2019, including optical fiber cables for fast data transmission as well as various traffic signal opportunities to validate
automated driving.
High-power charging stations have been set up across the
whole proving ground-thus further laying the ground for
future electric vehicles. Additional tracks and infrastructure
have been established to test connected and automated functions of next generation vehicles, with a private 5G network
enabling new services and even faster data transmission
soon.
“Thanks to the support of Porsche and Porsche Engineering, the Nardò Technical Center has underlined its role for
the automotive industry over the last decade,” says Antonio
Gratis, Managing Director of the NTC. “At the same time,
we were able to contribute to the growth of the entire local
ecosystem in Apulia. We feel deeply connected with this
41
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Michael Steiner, Member of the Executive
Board for Research and Development

prestigious region, its people and potential and strive to continue this successful path.”
Global network of Porsche Engineering
The development of the NTC is driven by the workforce
and extension of its vehicle expertise: during the ten years of
Porsche Engineering's management, the number of permanent employees has increased by more than 50 percent (from
105 in 2012 to over 160 in 2022). The engineers are fully integrated into the global innovation and development network
of Porsche Engineering and enable a seamless transition
between development, virtual simulation, and real testing.
“We are all strongly committed to improve the quality of our
services every day and thus contribute to the technological
evolution that is sweeping the automotive industry,” continues Gratis.
Not only innovation and technology, but also a strong
relationship with the local territory characterizes the NTC:
landscape protection works have been carried out, as well
as the strengthening of the fire-fighting system inside the
test center to guarantee surveillance also of the surrounding
areas, characterized by typical and worth protecting Mediterranean scrubland. Moreover, initiatives with the local community have been strengthened in recent years.
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Assumption of social responsibility
Aware of NTC’s social responsibility and always looking
for young talents, a fruitful cooperation with many schools
and universities in the region has been established, for
example by offering internships and support of expertise to
students. Within the international Porsche initiative “Turbo
for Talents”, the NTC sponsors the youth teams of the
local A.C. Nardò football club, with the aim to strengthen
personal skills of the youth such as self-confidence, fairness
and team spirit. At the same time, employees have been involved in social projects in the region—such as the removal
of plastic waste from a local beach.
Social Responsibility: For years, the NTC has been committed to sustainability, environmental protection and social
responsibility.
About the Nardò Technical Center
The Nardò Technical Center in Apulia—since 2012 operated by Porsche Engineering Group GmbH—develops and
tests the connected and intelligent vehicle of the future.
Founded in 1975, it now operates more than 20 test tracks
and test facilities on more than 700 hectares and employs
more than 160 people. The Nardò Technical Center offers
state-of-the-art engineering services for testing the cars of
more than 90 car manufacturers worldwide. Nardò Technical Center's high-speed ring in Salento is unique in the world
with a length of 12.6 kilometers, allowing vehicles to be
tested under extreme conditions. Throughout its history, the
Nardò Technical Center has hosted tests of considerable
importance, in several cases setting records of international
significance.
About Porsche Engineering
Porsche Engineering Group GmbH is an international
technology partner to the automotive industry. The subsidiary of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG is developing the intelligent and connected vehicle of the future for its customers—including functions and software. Some 1,500 engineers
and software developers are dedicated to the latest technologies, for example in the fields of highly automated driving
functions, e-mobility and high-voltage systems, connectivity
and artificial intelligence. They are carrying the tradition of
Ferdinand Porsche’s design office, founded in 1931, into the
future and developing the digital vehicle technologies of
tomorrow. In doing so, they combine in-depth vehicle expertise with digital and software expertise.
High-power charging stations have been set up across the
whole proving ground—thus further laying the ground for
future electric vehicles. Additional tracks and infrastructure
have been established to test connected and automated
functions of next generation vehicles, with a private 5G
network enabling new services and even faster data transmission soon.

“What happens to a dream unfulfilled?”
asked no Porsche owner ever.
With the first turn of its left-handed ignition, fantasy becomes reality.
The driver’s seat previously reserved for dreams will now be beneath you.
And the unmistakable engine note so often played in your head will now be
courtesy of your right foot. Ahhhh, the sweet sound of fulfillment. Porsche.
There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There.

dealer 2019
Porsche Riverside
8423 Indiana Ave
Riverside, CA 92504
951-441-6235
PorscheRiverside.com

©2019 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.

Extensive infrastructure: The workshop area of the
NTC enables the preparation of the test vehicles.
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ALIGNMENT OR BALANCE
PUBLISHED IN NOVEMBER 2010 ISSUE OF DIE PORSCHE KASSETTE
STORY & PHOTOS BY PEDRO BONILLA, PEDRO'S GARAGE

“I get a shimmy at speed”, or “my car
pulls to the left when cruising down
the road” are two of the most common
complaints regarding steering wheel
feedback... and the question generally
following is: “Should I have an alignment done, or do I need balancing?”
I will attempt to oversimplify what
otherwise are complex and very precise
adjustments, very important for your
Porsche to perform at its best.
Balance
The technical definition of balance is:
the uniform distribution of mass about
an axis of rotation, where the center
of gravity is in the same location as the
center of rotation.
Because of manufacturing imperfections and/or additional requirements
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such as the tire’s valve stem, the tire
pressure monitoring system, etc., when
a tire is mounted on it’s wheel the combined weight distribution is not perfect.
This can be corrected by the addition
of small weights strategically attached
to the edge or underside of the wheel.
Tire balance actually encompasses
balancing the tire and the wheel to
which it is mounted on. Tire balancing is a necessity because an imbalance
of mass will cause the wheel to wobble
when the tire rotates, generating vertical or lateral vibrations which may increase with speed and which can be felt
through the steering wheel.
The best way to balance tires is by dynamic balance, where tires are mounted
on a rotating axle which has sensors
capable of detecting small unbalanced

forces on the axle. These sensors are
connected to a computer which calculates the forces and taking into account
the diameter and width of the tire, tells
the operator how much counter weight
to add and exactly where to add it on
the wheel to eliminate the imbalance.
There are actually several types of imbalance that can occur:
Static Imbalance: The vertical
movement resulting from light or
heavy wear spots on a tire.
Dynamic Imbalance: Side-toside movement resulting from unequal weigh on the sides of the tire
and/or wheel.
Run-out Imbalance: Excessive
movement generally due to improper bead seating of the tire on
the wheel.
45

OVER $2 MILLION RECOVERED
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Toe: is the symmetric angle that each
wheel makes with the longitudinal angle
of the vehicle. In other words, when the
steering wheel is straight, are the tires
pointing in (toe in) or out (toe out)?
In a rear wheel drive car, such as a
Porsche, increased front toe in provides
for better straight line stability, but hampers turning response and increases tire
wear.
So, for DE (high speed, straight-line
stability) you need a different setting
than for an AX where turning response
is favored over straight line stability.

Vehicle Imbalance: Vibration due
to vehicle components other than
tire/wheel assembly, such as brake
rotor, wheel hubs and drive lines.
Static and dynamic imbalance can be
corrected with a dynamic (spin) balancer. Run-out can be corrected by properly re-mounting the tire, and vehicle
imbalance can be corrected by replacing
or repairing the imbalanced component.
After some miles on a new set of tires,
imbalance can occur due to the loss of a
counterweight or by wear spots on the
tire. If you start to feel a slight vibration
through the steering wheel, have your
tires’ balance checked.
Alignment
The adjustment of the angles of the
wheels so that they are set to the manufacturer’s specifications.
Alignment is much more complex
than balancing since it involves primary
and secondary wheel angles, which are
obtained by adjusting several suspension parts.
The three basic alignment parameters
are: Toe, Camber and Caster, but an
alignment goes well beyond just these
three since there are secondary angles
that can be adjusted, such as SAI, Included Angle, Toe-On-Turns, Maximum Turns, Toe Curve, Track Width
Difference, Wheel Base Difference,
Frame Angle, Ride Height, etc.
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Camber: is the angle between the vertical axis of the wheels and the vertical
axis of the car, when viewed from the
front or the rear. Generally Porsches
have negative camber, especially on the
rear wheels, which means that the inner
top edge of the wheels are closer than
the inner bottom edge.
Generally, more negative camber
improves grip when cornering but induces more tire wear on the inner edges
of the tires but, on the other hand for
maximum straight line acceleration, the
greatest traction will be attained with
zero camber angle.

Caster: is the angular variation from
the vertical axis of the suspension.
Think of the rake in a chopper’s front
suspension.
Caster has more to do with the ability
of the driven tires to self-center themselves (straight-line stability).
Most of these adjustments interact
with each other. Changing camber will

HAS YOUR CAR LOST VALUE
FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT?

Diminished Value and Loss of Use ARE Recoverable
BEFORE ACCIDENT
$193,580

AFTER ACCIDENT REPAIR
$135,500

DIMINISHED VALUE

The decreased value of a car
following an accident and
all proper repairs.

affect toe, and changing ride height will
alter the geometry and requires additional modifications to bring back the
alignment to spec.
All of our cars come from the factory
precisely aligned, but alignment is not
permanent. Bumps, pot holes, curbs
and general wear will affect the alignment settings which need to be brought
back to spec periodically.
With a proper alignment (as close to
the factory specs as possible), you will
be able to reduce excessive tire wear,
have good cornering traction, and maintain high speed stability in your Porsche.
For additional information on tire
balancing and wheel alignment, please
visit our website at: www.PedrosGarage.com.

LOSS OF USE

The cost to rent a similar
vehicle while car is
being repaired.

Happy Porsche’ing,
© 2010 Technolab/PedrosGarage.com

Title photo: Ken Hills caught Dwayne
Moses at Sebring this year. You can see
how the tire configuration changes depending on loading and other factors

We’re California’s #1 law firm for Diminished Value and Loss of Use claims.
Over $2 million recovered... and counting!

&

Kerr Sheldon 714.531.5900 | www.KerrLawFirm.com | russell@kerrlawfirm.com
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION

The Circuit

June 2022

Book Reviews for Porschephiles
by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region

KLENWAGEN

by Hand-Ulrich von Mende and Matthias Dietz
published in 1994 by Taschen Publishers, Koln, Germany

T

he word Kleinwagen, in German, is like Sheep in
English, both singular and plural. So, this book
is about small cars and, indeed, there are (were) a
multitude of them. Starting off with homage to
the Austin Seven (a fixture of motor racing stories from just
before and after WWII ), this book discusses all manner of
small cars, from a variety of countries, and from as early as
the first Benz in 1885. And the cars discussed are small – the
Volkswagen Beetle is specifically excluded because of it's
large size!. Also notable is the exclusion of the SMART (it
is an acronym you know) car which started production after
this book was written.
This book presents a fascinating history of small cars, from
the earliest days of self-propelled vehicles to the recovery
periods after the two world
wars. An amazing number
of vehicles are documented
with text and picture for
each. Vehicles are presented
in no perceptible order,
neither chronological nor
alphabetical. The articles,
mostly one page, are collected into five chapters,
from an introduction to
Small Cars, through Adventurous Beginnings and
Curiosities and Innovations
to Company Profiles. There
is a chapter Modern Small
Cars which is something of
an anachronism being 28
years out of date.
The very first cars were
small because available
engines could not move
heavy vehicles. After the
wars, cars were small
because materials to build
them were scarce. Notably,
in the VERY early days of
automobiles, several were
propelled by propellers and,
due to the gyro stabilized
two wheeled cars produced
as early as 1913, small cars might leave one, two, three or
even four tracks on a snowy road.
Most manufacturers were small, many making just a single
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model of Kleinwagen Many of these vehicles were based on
very small motorcycle engines, by modern motorcycle standards. The FIAT 500 proudly announced that its 4 wheel,
4-seated automobile had a (only) 500 cc engine, but .BMW
upped them with it's BMW 600, a four-seater with an engine
less than half the size of a contemporaneous Porsche 356.
Particularly after WWII, three wheelers with two in front or
two in back became common designs if not common on the
street. This book illustrates a great number of small cars, but
gives brief descriptions of an amazing number more. Stimulated by weak economies and shortages of materiel, many
designs were based on plywood and fiberglass for structure,
and even artificial leather for bodywork.
Bottom Line – an amazing and comprehensive hodgepodge of information
about over a century or
so of small cars. The
information is presented
in a readable fashion, but
not organized to serve as
a useful reference encyclopedia. It will be an eye
opener for anyone who
considers, the Citroën
2CV, the Honda 600, the
BMW Isetta or the FIAT
Topolino to be representative of the small car
movement. Clearly not a
book for everyone, but
a very interesting read
for those interested in
automobiles and their
production. For a small
car enthusiast this is an
invaluable treasure trove
of complete and comprehensive information.
KLEINWAGEN is
Softbound and European
sized at 9x12 inches.
It has 176 profusely illustrated pages, but has
no index. Though long
out of print copies are
usually available for about $35.00 at Amazon. Books. The
stark but colorful cover will be a great conversation starter
for your coffee table.
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GPX KIDS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTERS
			 "P C A J U N I O R S"
Grand Prix Region has officially started GPX KIDS, in keeping with the Porsche Club of
America’s overall priority to make our kids a part of the club by starting them young.
Children up to 18 can be registered to become PCA JUNIOR MEMBERS at no cost, and will receive an age
appropriate gift from PCA.
The PCA Juniors program has been created so kids can enjoy club events, learn about Porsches and build the enthusiasm that runs through all of PCA. We look forward to developing the program and its features over time.
The program is FREE! Kids must be registered by an active PCA member. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.
can sign up younger family members for PCA Juniors. We will reach out to families to bring their kids to our Saturday morning breakfast meetings the second Saturday of each month, and have younger kids and parents do crafts
projects and fun activities and get a GPX Goodie Bag.
For more information or questions please contact Dick Douglass at ddouglass356@gmail.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
CHAIR POSITION OPEN
We are looking for a person (or persons) who are
not bashful about walking into a business and
showing them what a great marekting tool advertising in The Circuit would be for their business.
We will provide you with relevant information for
doing this. Once you have developed the lead, we
will coordinate artwork and publication information
IF YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN HELPING
CONTACT SUESAN AT
SUESAN@POBOX.COM OR 619-992.4287

Grand Prix Region
Name Badges
Order yours today!
Magnetic attachment - no pin
Light weight
$15.00
Order at the GPX Store or
mail the order form from the
GPX Website at
http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429
Questions? Contact Jeff Peck
jbpeck@pacbell.net
(310) 345-8081
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JOIN US

Index of Advertisers

PCA has something for everybody!

• Monthly breakfast meetings are back!!!
• Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
• COVID precautions are almost nonexistent right now
• Buy breakfast or just enjoy a cup of coffee and good friends
• Contact Suesan for information — 619.992.4287

Each month at Breakfast Club we will reserve a line of prime parking
spaces for selected Porsche models
Cone Zone has been suspended pending someone stepping up
to manage it. If you are interested, speak with Suesan Carter

ON THE COVER
ON THE COVER

Skip Carter, Lori DeChristo (Zone 8 Representative, Suesan Carter and Ilko Nechev
(Advertising Manager for Porsche Panorama
and Club Racing News).
We are standing in front of the Parade Information desk at this years Porsche Parade
at the Kalahari Resort in Mt. Pocono, Pennsylvania.
Suesan's job at Parade each year is to
setup and run the Parade Information Desk.
Prior to arriving she has to gather information about Parade, the local area and anything else she can think of.
Parade Information is particularly helpful
to first time Parade attendees. Parade can
be very confusing if you have not experienced it a couple of times.
Parade registration had Phase I and Phase
II. Phase I was just basic "I'm coming and
here's my registration fee." Phase II is where
you register for the banquets, tours, major
events like the Concours, Autocross, etc.
So many people came to the desk because
they never saw Phase II and were not signed
up for any events. Big Problem!

Social Events
Tours & Rallies
On-Track Driving
Concours d'elegance 		
Panorama (National Magazine)
The Circuit (GPX Magazine)
All for only $46/yr !

Apply Online at PCA.org
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com
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Children's Dental Health Clinic
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GPX Name Badge Order Form
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Kerr & Sheldon
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Pedros Garage
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Pelican Parts		
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Sierra Madre Collection
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Walter's Porsche of Riverside
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Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

CHECK US OUT

Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!
SECOND Saturday each month — 9:00 AM
$15.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages

NEW MEMBERS
receive a free
GPX Coffee Mug

Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach (562) 756-8520

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

Size

Invoiced Quarterly

Size

Business card
75.00/mo
3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page
125.00/mo
3 5/8" x 4 1/2"
Half page
200.00/mo
7 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Full page
350.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position
450.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full bleed available on half & full page only

Classified Ads

Free to PCA members, including photo

For advertising information, contact:

Skip Carter
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Porsche Parade
Treffen N. America
Member Discounts
Club Racing
Autocross
3000+ Events Annually

Accutrack			

619.992.9927

skipcarter@pobox.com

CLASSIC
EUROPEAN
AUTO PARTS
Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com
888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300
1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, CA 90041
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Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O. Box 2119
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

DATED MATERIAL

This space is available to Advertisers - skipcarter@pobox.com

GRAND PRIX REGION
Porsche Club of America

Porsche owners from
all over SoCal come
to our renowned events
Tours

The Circuit
Monthly Magazine

Social Events

Reach more than 2000 Porsche
enthusiasts through our monthly
magazine & frequent email blasts

GPX

Driving Events

Concours d’Elegance

gpx.pca.org

Suesan Way Carter
President, Grand Prix Region
suesan@pobox.com

