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If you have suggestions about other events that
you think our members would be interested in
seeing on our calendar, please let me know
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Sat
Sat
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IMSA Sportscar Weekend, Road America
PCA Club Race, New Jersey Motorsports Park		
GPX Monthly Breakfast
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Cal Central Coast Region, Autocross
IMSA Michelin GT Challenge at VIR
F1 Belgium
PCA Club Race, Sonoma Raceway 1
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F-Sun F1 Netherlands
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Mon
Labor Day
F-Sun F1 Italy
Sat
GPX Monthly Breakfast
Sat
GPX Monthly Board Meeting
Fall Treffen - Sun River Inn, Bend, Oregon
F-Sun PCA Club Race, Summit Point
Sat
GPX Poker Rally
S-Sun San Diego Region DE/TT, Big Willow
S-Sun PCA Club Race, High Plains
F-Sun F1 Russia
S-Sun PCA Club Race, Thunderhill Raceway !!
F-Sun IMSA Motul Petit Le Mans, Road Atlanta
F-Sun F1 Singapore

January 2023

UPDATE:
Rennsport Reunion VII
returns to Laguna Seca
Sept. 28 - Oct. 1, 2023
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Write of Way, by Suesan Way Carter

E

very month I write this column and every month I
struggle to find something of interest to say to our
members, friends and anyone who might happen
upon this column. This is no easy task for a shy person like
me who can barely get a thought out in a conversation, let
alone non-political and non-religious things to discuss.
Perhaps you didn’t know that the Porsche Club of America
(and our almost 150,000 members) do not discuss those subjects, at all... And that is wise because we don't all have the
same political or religious beliefes, but we can all get behind
our feelings about Porsches and doing the huge variety of
events that we do together. The Porsche Club excels at going out or staying in and eating. Doesn’t matter which meal
– breakfast is huge – lunch works out well (especially after
breakfast meetings) and there is nothing like a nice dinner.
And of course, my favorite ginger ale isn’t everyone’s cup
of tea, so adult beverages are often included in the twilight
hours!!! Sometimes followed by a gathering at the bar later –
even a ginger ale, cranberry juice toting person like me can
be found listening to the RPM stories.
So, the club is about and should remain about being social
with events that have a competitive edge. Are you interested
in competition; cause along with all the socializing and dining, we throw in a lot of competition as well. Let me give
you an example of how members like to compete and how
they get there. If going fast is one of things you like, and you
have a Porsche – the club has opportunities waiting for you.
Members like to start their driving career at two entry level
options. Autocrosses are a very exciting form of driver training usually held in a parking lot with a "track" defined by a
bunch of traffic cones. It emphasizes precise car control in a
fun, low-cost, friendly and safe event. You can really learn a
great deal about car control, developing more awareness of
what is going on around you while you drive. You become a
better, safer driver. You learn to stretch your vision down the
road instead of focusing on a spot ten feet in front of your
bumper. You expand your vision, you develop the ability to
see more that is going on around you so that, in an emergency, you are better equipped to deal with it.
Enjoy your Porsche’s capabilities like nowhere else and
drive it the way it was designed. The car control skills you
gain allow you to explore the limits of your car which makes
you a safer driver on the street. Discover the fun and camaraderie of Autocross!
The High-Performance Driver Education Program provides a safe, structured and controlled teaching and learning
environment. The program is designed so that participants
4

Canadian Geese
can improve their driving abilities and
acquire a better understanding of vehicle dynamics and driving safety. Participants will experience first-hand the capabilities of automobiles in a controlled, closed-course environment and acquire skills.
One giant word of caution: this adventure can become addictive. Our instructors will teach you to drive your Porsche
the way Stuttgart designed it to be driven. Like any new
sport, your instructor will guide you into this exciting world
of high-performance driving. These HPDE days are great
sources of stories for morning coffee breaks. You will have
dreams about various turns and wake up with memories
of your instructor yelling BRAKE or DON'T LIFT. These
schools are truly the only safe way to learn the engineering
dynamics that went into the development of this famous
marque. However, it is noted that DE events are not racing.
No times or placings are recorded, and no awards or prizes
are received by the participants. Any conduct considered by
the Porsche Club of America to be either unsafe or inconsistent with the spirit or purpose of the Driver Education
Program will not be permitted. This approach keeps the
events safe for all participants!
Keeping in mind that Driver’s Education events are not
racing or preparation for racing – learning the track and line
of the track, the apexes doesn’t stop one from learning that
the Porsche Club of America has a Club Racing Program
which is the highest level of performance driving one can do
within the club.
Club Racing offers wheel to wheel racing at it’s best with
Porsche’s running at all the great tracks throughout the
country from Daytona to Sebring and back here to Laguna
and Buttonwillow and back over to Road America and Road
Atlanta and Watkins Glen. Don’t forget Thunder hill and Sonoma and High Plains in Colorado... About 35 races a year.
When it was said that driving was addictive there is no
doubt it has something for most to enjoy. AND if it all
seems just a little too rich for your blood or too scary or not
your glass of lemonade… There is the amazing world of
SIM Racing also produced by the Porsche Club.
This is a sport that is incredible whether you are a driver or
a fan. The tracks are as real as the originals and cars on track
are magnificent. If you doubt me and have never seen modern day simulated racing have a look at pcasimracing.com or
if you are interested and can’t find out anything let me know.
suesan@pobox.com

Skip Carter

I

s it really August? You're sure it's not June or July? Or
September??? I think I am losing my mind. I feel like
I've been behind for about two years now (OK, maybe
three). Not with everything, but with a few important ones.
Three weeks ago I turned in my 2020 taxes, followed a few
days later with 2021. Now, this isn't the first time I've turned
taxes in late, but NEVER this late and, I always made sure I
had paid enough estimated taxes so there would not be any
penalties.
Not so for 2020 and 2021. Not to go into details, but last
week I found out that I owed quite a chunk of money for
both those years, not to mention estimated taxes for 2022.
Due to two years of a very good stock market run I was
unaware that my main item, a good mutual fund, issued dividends that were unprecedented (to me). I still haven't quite
figured out the details. I am pretty sure this did not mean
more money in my pocket, but it sure did a number on the
capital gains portion of the tax return.
Yikes!
I was not very happy about this, and I won't say that it
isn't causing a little angst over here, but I'm sure things will
be fine. The main thing I keep telling myself is to not stress
about it. I KNOW things will be fine, but I need to keep
reminding myself.
There are other issues going on (none health, fortunately)
that I will not go into here, but I'm just working on rolling
with the flow!!!

see how they rate your insurance company. The PCA Club
Racer who wrote the story didn't but, after the fact, when he
did go to the BBB website he discovered that this insurance
company had a D- rating with them. Warning enough?????
He wishes that someone would have told him this before
his accident. He lost a large chunk of money but, the good
news, there were no serious injuries, which is something to
certainly be thankful for.
Enough of that. Come Labor Day weekend I'll be in
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, probably my favorite small town.
I'll be there for the annual Chicago Region PCA Club Race.
It is one of our largest events and there is always a lot of
great stories for me to develop for Club Racing News (the
other magazine that make up "my retirement job."
Such a great event. Saturday there is a large dinner for the
hundreds of people that show up. Chicago hold a concours
near that city after which, the cars all drive up to Elkhart
Lake and display on the street. At the same time, the police
escort the race cars the 3 miles from the track where they
also display on the street. The historic bar at the Siebkens
Resort and all the people and cars are like nothing I've seen
before. You can eat in a tent, walking down the street, sitting
in a restaurant or one of several other places.;
I highly recommend putting this event on your bucket list.
Oh yes, one of the things I saw in the local newspaper was
an add to order your Christmas tree, which would be delivered by a steam train going from small town to small town.
How cool is that???

Insurance
By the way, the little story about insurance on page 18 is
no joke. Obviously I cannot name the insurance company,
but I can say that it is one that you all hear about, you all see
and hear their advertising, but who every things about doing
something like checking with the Better Business Bureau to

Sleazy Dog Construction

GPX SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-Grand-Prix-Region/336827569682620

Thanks for your time.

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pca%20grand%20prix%20region&sm=1

Suesan

GooglePlus: https://plus.google.com/114590990404477994856/posts
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/PCAGrandPrix
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/168187975@N07/albums
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE for PCA Members
Send info including a photo
Skip Carter at SkipCarter@pobox.com

2011 987 Aqua Metallic Blue Porsche Spyder — $55,000

Oct 10, 2022 Monday

Grand Prix
with Los Angeles & Santa Barbara regions

Sponsored by:

Available for the first time in over a decade is my. These cars are rare, and this color is the rarest factory color available. This is a Driver’s Car, not a garage queen. 120k - In Top mechanical shape at all
times - full records and details - never crashed - only a handful of DE events & never went off track
- a great daily driver, comfortable even for longer trips - An amazing Porsche, and the last analog,
mid-engine roadster.
For more pictures and info text Aaron @ 626-320-5734
(Seriously Inquiries Only)

Register at:
http://PCAGPX.MotorsportReg.com
For info OR HELP — contact:
Suesan Carter, Registrar
Suesan@pobox.com (619) 992-4287
or

Skip Carter, Event Chair
SkipCarter@pobox.com

HOTEL INFO – Best Wester Desert Poppy Inn
Ask for special Porsche rate of $129.00
2038 W Avenue I, Lancaster (661) 418-0550

(619) 992-9927

Gates open at 7am
Mandatory drivers meeting at 8:15 am
First run group 9am

Registration fees: $175.00 per driver — Registration opens Aug 5
$225.00 if register/paid after October 3 Day of event — $275.00
Format — 20 minute continuous lap DE sessions throughout the day
Run groups determined by experience and performance
Instructors will be available for novices
No special equipment (except helmets) needed for stock classes
Non synthetic long sleeve shirts and pants required. No open toe shoes or sandals
Open cars without built-in rollover protection need rollbar
Event Check-in and Secondary Tech Inspection available at hotel Sunday 5-6 pm
Helmet required (available for rent) Snell 2015 or 2020 (M or SA)
Track food: coffee, donuts, breakfast & lunch available at concession stand
INSURANCE NOTE: Liability insurance is provided by PCA’s traditional insurer. A copy of the Certificate of Insurance is available at registration. PCA insurance does NOT cover damage to your car or damage that YOU cause to the facility or other cars. You are responsible for this.
Please see the PCA website (www.pca.org) and go to the insurance page for more information.
Please
8 review your personal car insurance to verify what coverage it provides, if any.
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RUNNING FOR 70 YEARS
SEBRING 12 HOURS 2022
STORY BY MARK JOHNSON, REPRINTED FROM MAY 2022 DIE PORSCHE KASSETTE

S

ebring International Raceway is a magical place. It is a
home of legends and legendary sports car racing since
the first 12 Hour race in 1952. Porsche as a marque has
won the prestigious race a record 18 times between 1960 and
2008. Names like Stirling Moss, Juan Manuel Fangio, Bruce
McLaren, and Hurley Haywood adorn the Hall of Legends
building at the track. It is a place of racing history featuring
such cars as the Ferrari 312, the Porsche 917, the Ford GT40,
and including the Porsche Carrera RSR, as well as 935’s, and
962’s. It is one of the “BIG 3” sports car races that includes
the 24 Hours of Le Mans and the 24 Hours of Daytona.
In recent years, five different classes have run simultaneously during the event. This year was no exception with the
classes comprising DPI (Daytona Prototype International),
LMP 2 & LMP3 (Le Mans Prototype), and GTD Pro & GTD
Am (Grand Touring Daytona Professional, and Pro/Amateur
divisions). For the 2022 race, Porsche vehicles ran in both
GTD Pro and GTD categories.
It was HOT! As a spectator, 90+ degree sunny weather

10

made watching the racing and practice/qualifying runs a challengeing over the four- day weekend. No doubt it was worse
for the drivers, as most of these race cars are not air-conditioned. Driver’s wear “cool suits” whereby chilled water is
pumped through a t-shirt type of wearable. Once the ice melts
in the cooler, however, it gets quite uncomfortable behind the
wheel.
Besides hot, it was also crowded. Following almost two
years of lockdowns and restrictions it seemed every race fan
wanted to be in south -central Florida this spring. Sebring
gates were opened on Tuesday (early for the first time) to allow those arriving before racing teams beganins to park their
motor homes, trailers, or tents in a favorite spot along the
track or in the infield. There are some reserved spaces in what
is considered the North Paddock area. However, much of
the infield is “first come, first served” parking for your tent,
car, etc. By Saturday morning of the 12 Hour race, there was
hardly a spot to find anywhere along the track or in the Green
Park infield areas.
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What? Ask about the fans? Wahoo! While the shenanigans
have been toned down since the wild '80s and '90s, the fansy
are still crazy. We find a group of folks at the track every year
wearing milk cow outfits complete with udders. A live rooster
is spotted with eggs along the back side of the track between
turns 10 and 12. Everyone is wearing some type of racinge
shirt or car manufacturer’s logo, some over 20 years old or
more old. A good guess would suggest that the average Sebring attendee has been at the races continuously for 15 to
-20+ years. The group encampments range from a simple pop
up tent and a few lawn chairs to two and three tier scaffolding with flags, lounge chairs and a liquor store supply of beer
and booze. The turn 4 crowd had a full set-up of lighted palm
trees that easily stretched an easy 100 feet along the fence at
the turn, as seen during the race at night on the television production. It is that special.
Beyond the annual 12 Hour race, there are multiple other
races held throughout the four days. The Porsche Carrera
Cup holds two sprint races in the new 992 Cup cars. There
were 45 of these incredible beasts which took to the 3.74mile track in the two race sessions, one on Thursday morning
and the second on Thursday afternoon. To see all 45 of these
beautiful Porsche Cup cars running, bobbing, weaving for podium finishes was simply wonderful to observe. Additionally,
the weekend features the IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge for
grand sport (GS) and touring cars (TCR). One of our local
Porsche shops, KMW Motorsports in Boca Raton, supports
the #5 Alpha-Romero Giulietta Veloce in TCR.
The other major race of the weekend was the WEC (World
Endurance Championship) run on Friday. This is an 8-hour
endurance race that also includes several classes: hyper car
(hybrid), LMP2, and LeMans GT Endurance (LMGTE). The
WEC was run from noon on Friday until 8:00 pm but was
unfortunately shortened due to severe weather and lightning
in the track area. The WEC race is also known as the Sebring
1000, but the cars did not make that distance with the weather
curtailing the race at 7:30 pm. As in other years, Porsche ranuns in the LMGTE group, and as expected they did very
well. The #92 911 RSR Team of Estre/Christensen won the
LMGTE Pro group. The #91 Porsche GT team 911 RSR
took a 3rd place in the same race. And iIn LMGTE Amateur,
Porsche vehicles took a 3rd and 4th of the division among 12
total vehicles in the class.
Finally, in the flagship 12 Hour event, however, it was Cadillac in the DPI Chip Ganassi car which as the overall winnerwon the event overall. For Porsche vehicles running in the
GTD Pro and GTD Pro/Am it was a challenging day. Following the big win at Daytona for Porsche, IMSA required all
vehicles in GTD to run with restrictor plates. The air flow restrictors did not negatively impact the big V8 Chevy Corvette,
Lamborghini, or Ferrari cars but it did have a huge deleterious
effect on the Porsches. As a result, Porsche vehicles were simply not as competitively fast in the 12! We surmise the thrilling
finish at Daytona 24 Hours was a bit too much for IMSA to
acknowledge.
Sebring produced one huge win for our own Gold Coast
Region member, Howard Jacobs. His LMP3 car, #38 Cardio
12
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“What happens to a dream unfulfilled?”
asked no Porsche owner ever.
With the first turn of its left-handed ignition, fantasy becomes reality.
The driver’s seat previously reserved for dreams will now be beneath you.
And the unmistakable engine note so often played in your head will now be
courtesy of your right foot. Ahhhh, the sweet sound of fulfillment. Porsche.
There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There.

dealer 2019
Porsche Riverside
8423 Indiana Ave
Riverside, CA 92504
951-441-6235
PorscheRiverside.com

©2019 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.
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Access Performance Tech Motorsports,
fought valiantly and was awarded a 3rd
place, podium finish in the Sebring 12
Hours of Sebring. Howard Jacobs is
working on an article regarding a true
insider’s perspective on their efforts at
Sebring. Look for this article in a future
issue of Die Porsche Kassette.
All in all, it was an enjoyable and entertaining week of racing on many levels. Put it on your calendar for 2023.

14
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Special PCA Member Pricing
First and second guests in stateroom:





CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR ZONEFEST AT SEA
This link takes you to a registration page that puts you in a queue for a call back from the
Princess Concierge Team. Fill out the registration form to get in queue so you have first pick of
available room inventory. Filling out the form does not commit you to purchasing a cruise, it
simply puts you in the queue line for a call back from the Princess Concierge Team. The
Concierge Team can answer any questions that you may have about the cruise.

What – Zonefest at Sea will be an 8‐day cruise leaving Fort Lauderdale on December 10th. On
this incredible eight‐day adventure, you’ll enjoy exclusive Porsche themed events and
activities, amazing dining, entertainment and activity options, visits to sun‐splashed Caribbean
islands and more, at one all‐inclusive price.

Inside Stateroom: $499/person*
Balcony Stateroom: $899/person*
Deluxe Balcony: $999/person*
Mini Suite: $1099/person*

Third and fourth guests in stateroom:





Inside Stateroom: $199/person*
Balcony Stateroom: $399/person*
Deluxe Balcony: $399/person*
Mini Suite: $549/person*

*Above pricing excludes all expenses related to taxes, fees & port expenses, airfare,
fuel charges, gratuities, ground transportation to/from ship, incidentals, excursions,
travel insurance, and any other personal expenses

Cruise Dates – (8) Day Cruise, Saturday December 10 to Sunday December 18, 2022
Ship – Regal Princess
Where: Trip Summary (Itinerary subject to change)
12/10 – Fort Lauderdale
12/11 – Sea Day
12/12 – Sea Day
12/13 – St. Maarten
12/14 – St. Kitts
12/15 – San Juan, Puerto Rico*
12/16 – Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos*
12/17 – Sea Day
12/18 – Fort Lauderdale
*Note: Above destinations will host PCA experiences
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OVER $2 MILLION RECOVERED
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HAS YOUR CAR LOST VALUE
FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT?

Diminished Value and Loss of Use ARE Recoverable
BEFORE ACCIDENT
$193,580

AFTER ACCIDENT REPAIR
$135,500

DIMINISHED VALUE

The decreased value of a car
following an accident and
all proper repairs.

INSURANCE
A WARNING
INSURANCE ‑‑‑
WARNING

LOSS OF USE

The cost to rent a similar
vehicle while car is
being repaired.

STORY & PHOTO BY CARL AMOND; REPRINTED FROM PCA CLUB RACING NEWS

STORY & PHOTO BY CARL AMOND
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18 Go back and read your insurance
policies very carefully. The words

Spare parts...
No coverage, considered part
of the cars.

I wish I had checked!

We’re California’s #1 law firm for Diminished Value and Loss of Use claims.
Over $2 million recovered... and counting!

&

Kerr Sheldon 714.531.5900 | www.KerrLawFirm.com | russell@kerrlawfirm.com
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
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What about a front-end lifter? You know, the
mechanism that raises the front, so it won’t
scrape over speed bumps and driveway entrances.
It sounds like the car comes with a refugee from
Muscle Beach in Venice, CA, who’s doing reps
by performing dead lifts on the front end of your
baby.
Why is it that Porsche charges extra for floor
mats? And PASM? And PASM+? Have you ever
met an owner who ordered their car with no
options? Ever? It’s like a putter without a grip. A
10-speed bicycle without a gear changer.
And those jump seats. Are they used in order
to jump up? Jump down? Just where do you
actually jump? How? Have you ever seen an
adult human jump into one? Ever? And fit? I have
enough trouble enticing my dog to hop in. And
she’s 40 lbs. My next jump seats will come in a
cabriolet. At least my dog will have a fighting
chance to leap in. Jump, Lily, jump! Good girl!

COMMEDIALS IN PORSCHES

Targa. Don’t get me wrong. I think a Targa roof
is a clever design. But I have a flash for you. The
word Targa means plaque or shield in Italian.
The word was first used in an automotive context
when Count Florio gave a Targa to the winner

of his eponymous race in Sicily. Why don’t they
just call it a removable hard top? Or, in later cars, a
retractable hard top? It is what it is, right?
Paint-to-sample. As in whatever color you’re
prepared to pay a lot of money for.
Turbo. When most cars were naturally aspirated,
the word Turbo really meant something. Especially
in the early years, when the word “lag” was
informally attached to it. Actually, those cars
should have been called “widow-makers.” But
that’s another story.
Now, nearly every ICE car from Porsche is
turbocharged. I get that. But why do they still
plant the word Turbo on just the highest performing
versions of the marque? Why not, instead, call
them “fastest?”
Then there’s the Turbo S; anybody know what
the S is for? Sonic boom fast? Suck your eyeballs
out fast? Stand back with envy fast? See if you can
catch me fast? Faster than a speeding bullet fast?
Here’s the kicker. The last line of the script reads
“yada, yada, yada.” No joke. Or is it? I’ll leave that
up to you.

STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER

W

henever I’m between mini-series on Apple
TV+, or HBO Max, or Netflix, or Hulu or…
I tune in episodes of Comedians in Cars
Getting Coffee.
I find Comedians… Not only fun, but very
enlightening. It’s the nuggets I come away with, the
deep dives into what’s funny, all wrapped into bitesize 15 to 20-minute segments. And the cars in which
Jerry Seinfeld picks up his guests, of course.
We all know about Jerry’s love of Porsches. The
difference, the difference between Seinfeld and you or
me, is that he’s in a position to back up his impulses
with the best of the best. Like the very last 356
made, which he drove on an episode with… I don’t
remember… And it doesn’t matter.
The car, however, does matter. As I recall, Jerry
said the company had completed its production run.
But the Dutch police asked for a batch for its own
use. And the factory complied. And Jerry’s 356 was
the last of this last group. You can tell it’s one of the
Dutch police cars by the blue light on a pedestal that’s
attached to the windshield.
20

That’s about as close as I’ve ever heard him come
to extolling the virtues of the brand. I’ve never heard
a monologue, or even a joke, about his love affair
with all things Porsche. Until now. I’ve stumbled
across a document, somehow, from somewhere deep
in the spam file of my AOL account, showing a little
mold around the edges. It looks like material for…
Could it be? Could it be real? A Seinfeld monologue
on… Porsche! I’m sharing the document here, word
for word because, well, how can I not? We’re the
audience! Here goes. You can supply your own rim
shots.
"Have you ever noticed that deviated stitching on
a Porsche car seat does not deviate from its intended
role, which is to keep the seat surface in its intended
place? What are they afraid of? That the seat will
divert the car into oncoming traffic?
And how about a sport exhaust? It’s a loud
exhaust, as best as I can tell. And I guess the whole
exhaust discussion becomes mute, if you’re buying
a Taycan.
21
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tached, it looses structural integrity
and starts to tear with the expansion
and contraction of daily temperature
swings. Once this happens the rest of
the panel quickly starts to come off its
base and bows upwards (warping) along
the top edge. With the skin off the base,
the plastic base can and will warp (deform) with just the heat of the sun on
a clear day.
Very unsightly on such beautiful cars.
At this time the owner generally calls
the dealer to inquire whether this is an
issue covered under warranty. After
four years the answer is “no, it is not”.
How much to repair them?
The answer from the dealership is not
what any owner wants to hear: “We do
not repair them, we only replace them
and the cost per panel varies between
$1,400 and $2,400” give or take a few
bucks (plus labor). To make matters
worse, the panels are replaced with OEM
ones that will suffer the exact same fate
in another half dozen years or so.
So the owner starts to think, heck
with just a little glue, I’d better make
that a strong glue or maybe even epoxy,
I can fix that and save all that money.

THIS IS WARPED
STORY & PHOTOS BY PEDRO P. BONILLA, PUBLISHED IN DECEMBER 2020 “PORSCHE PROFILE”

First of all, Full Disclosure.
I have a shop that specializes in the
restoration of warped and delaminated
Porsche panels.
But that’s not the point. I want to
share with you many of the things that
I’ve learned about this issue so, if/when
you have it, it’ll save you time and money, especially the latter.
What is it?
People refer to it as warped door panels and/or delaminating door panels, and
that’s a fair description of the problem
Which cars are susceptible?
All Carrera models manufactured af22

ter 2012 (991 and 992), all Boxster and
Cayman models manufactured after 2013
(981 and 718). To a lesser extent, we have
also seen some Cayenne and Macans suffer the same fate.
Why does it happen and why is it
so common?
Don’t blame Porsche, this one wasn’t
their fault! At the turn of this century
German worker safety regulations (TRGS
610) required that solvent-based adhesives
for floor coverings (carpets mostly) had
to be changed to water-based dispersions
to improve indoor air quality by the reduction of Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOC).

Then in 2010 it was mandated that
German auto makers could no longer
use solvent-based adhesives anywhere
in the cabin of their vehicles and the
new regulation had them switch immediately (2011) to water-based ones.
But the door panels for the new
upcoming models (991/992 and
981/718) were already being produced and the materials and fabrication procedures required the very
specialized adhesives they were using. Nevertheless they had to switch.
Needless to say, the water-based adhesive is not the right one for those
panels.
But as the “skin” becomes de-

My recommendation:
After having dealt with the aftermath of hundreds of botched DIY
jobs, please don’t do it. Don’t do it because the foam that backs the leather or
leatherette is very sensitive to most adhesives and can deteriorate to the point
where it can’t be restored.
Exactly, what happens?
With age (6+ years), ambient heat and
humidity, the water-based adhesives deteriorate and the “skin” of the door panel starts to separate (delaminate) from
the door panel’s plastic frame. It generally becomes obvious at the top rear portion of the panel (where the end-cap is
located). This portion, which must allow
the airbag to deploy in case of a side impact, is perforated from the factory so it
can tear if the airbag inflates.
Also when DIY’ers see the detached
perforated plastic, the logical reaction is
to lather on a layer or two of the strongest epoxy they can find so it’ll hold.
Well, that’s not good either, because the
23
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reason it’s perforated is so that it can allow the Airbag to save a life. If it’s epoxied in place there will be issues with
the airbag in case it has to deploy.
For us to repair a straight up delamination, it’s fairly straightforward, but
before we can start to work on a panel
that’s been “repaired” previously, we
need to remove all of the adhesive that
was used and restore any missing foam
material, which adds time and cost to
the restoration.
It’s best, as in most things, to catch it
early. The repair is less costly and quicker.
How is it repaired?
We developed our own procedures
and tested multiple adhesives throughout many years and hundreds of panels.
We found out that the temperature
inside a dark colored door, parked for
just 90 minutes in full sun, can reach
upwards of 220 ºF, which makes
most adhesives gooey and useless, so
a specialized high-temp adhesive was
sourced. But the adhesive should not
damage the delicate inner foam and
that was another hurdle. Also, the plastic material used on the panel’s base degasses in a way that negatively affects
adhesion, so a primer and an adhesion
promoter was also sourced.
The perforated part that tears also
needs to be addressed. It has to be secured in a way that holds it in place permanently with the exception of a possible Airbag deployment when it needs
to let the panel fold downwards so the
Airbag can do its job.
Finally, the warping of the panel’s
substrate needs to be corrected to a very
specific shape to fit the slightly curved
contour of the door. This is done by
warming up the panel and placing it
in a custom jig overnight. This final
process does two things; it cures the
high-temp adhesives and it restores the
original shape of the panel so it fits and
looks like new again.
By the way, we don’t use water-based
adhesives so our repairs are permanent.
So go, check you door panels and
catch them when the delamination is
just starting.
By the way, when one of them starts
to delaminate, the other side has probably also started as well.
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To learn more about door panel delamination/warping repair, please visit
my website at: www.PedrosGarage.
com.
Happy Porsche’ing
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well as anything concerning PCA Sim
Racing can be found on our website:
https://pcasimracing.com/.
There is an entire section devoted
to those who have no prior experience
or understanding of what is required
to get involved in what is one of the
most challenging, fun, and rewarding
of all the activities that PCA offers for
its members. There is also a “Contact
Us” page on the website to ask us any
questions that you have after reviewing
the material available. We are looking
forward to doing whatever we can to
have you join us at PCA Sim Racing!

PCA SIM RACING UPDATE
STORY & PHOTOS BY DAVID PALMER, ALLEGHENY REGION & PCA SIM RACING STEERING COMMITTEE

A

s Sim Racing is the newest of
the vast array of activities that
PCA offers, we on the administration side of it thought that a periodic update that could be distributed
to newsletter/magazine throughout
the Club would be beneficial to the
membership.
Series 8 of the PCA National Sim
Racing calendar has just been completed, with close and competitive racing
throughout the four driver classifications. Our drivers were challenged with
a wide variety of racing circuits the
world over: from a little-known track in
Australia (Winton), to one of the most
famous and long-established in Italy
(Monza). I’m pleased to present the
Series 8 champions in each class:

26

Pro:

Christopher Paiz, Lone Star Region

Club:

Garrett Taylor, Kansas City Region

Sport:

Jake Geiger, Pacific Northwest

Challenge:

Mark LaCombe, Pacific Northwest

Congratulations to these four and
everyone who participated in the eight
events that made up the Series! As a
reminder, all our National Series events
are broadcast on our YouTube channel
that can be found here. The complete
Series 8 results are here.

As our National Series racing begins
its “summer holiday”, there are plenty
of other opportunities for those interested in either starting with PCA Sim
Racing or to maintain your competitive
edge in the long and warm days of
summer. In what we call our “Summer
Fun League”, we are offering three
ways to begin racing with us, or keep
your virtual driving skills honed:
• The Entry-class League for those
new to PCA Sim Racing
• The Summer Fun League, administered by our friends on the West Coast
• The Arrive & Drive League, a more
casual series utilizing both traditional
and not-so-traditional racing circuits.
Information on all these Leagues, as
27
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Book Reviews for Porschephiles
by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region

1950s Motorsport in Colour

by Martyn Wainwright, published by Veloce Publishing

T

his is a photo album more than a book in the conventional sense. Though each chapter title names
a race event, its all about the pictures, not the race
results. These pictures provide time-travel, back to a period
in motorsport when small
crowds and social policies
allowed close access to the
track-side. Drivers at work
were visible in the cockpits – spectators could
see their arms at work on
the wheel and sometimes
even the shifter. The
cars were different too;
it sometimes looked like
driver's were sitting on the
cars more than in them.
Motor racing was an
entirely different world
in those days. As shown
in these pictures, narrow
roads were raced on, not
tracks, and extreme (by
modern standards) steering angles were clearly
in evidence. The biasply tired cars are shown
drifting at slip-angles
unknown for cars with modern suspensions and tires. The
drivers names will be unfamiliar to all but us old pfarts, as
will be some of the car models and even some makes. Unlike in modern times, all of these race cars (except the single
seaters) were models designed to be suitable for road use and
many of them were driven on the road. (See page pg 19 and
also note various pictures of cars with their road registration
number painted on the bodywork, British style.)
The pictures show very scenic race courses with no
K-Rail, no Armco, just grass up to the edge of the pavement. Most of the races in the mid-50s truly were on public
roads, closed for the event. Even the dedicated courses had
no curbs, no barriers, just grass verges. It may be a shock
to modern sensibilities, but the photos in this book show
championship teams at famous race courses working on
their cars in unpaved paddocks and garage space with gravel
floors. These scenes will stimulate memories for the old timers; probably awe and disbelief in the youngest generations.
That was an entirely different era, an era when, as this writer
recalls, Roger Penske brought his gorgeous, brand new RSK
28

to the Watkins Glen 6-Hour,
on a tired looking, single axle open trailer pulled by a definitely down in the rear Station Wagon.
1950s Motorsport in colour, showns a time when motor
racing, even Formula 1, was
more of a gentleman's sport
than a business, a time when
people raced for fun, not for
championships which, at the
time, provided only trophies
to the winner, not significant
money.
A window into a lost era of
motorsport; an era when run
what you brung (drive the car
to-from the track) applied to
National events, not just to
Track Days. It is not a book to
read from cover to cover, but
anytime you want to escape
from the modern world, pick it
up and study a chapter's worth
of pictures of how motor
racing used to be. For those
who lived through it, this book
brings back great memories of
a golden age of motor racing For those not so lucky,
it provides a glimpse of pleasantly relaxed, sporting, era in
automotive history.
There are 14 Chapters. Each chapter begins with a brief
commentary on the track and the specific event, followed by
a collection of captioned pictures. Event dates range from
1954 to 1959 and all are from England or Ireland. They
include five meetings at Goodwood and two Tourist Trophys
at Dundrod, Ireland. Captions are comprehensive but in a
very skinny font, somewhat difficult to read with the tired
old eyes which might be most interested in this presentation
of a by-gone era.
Though most of the book deals with then 1950s vintage
cars, there are cars as old as 1913 photographed at speed.
True to its title “Motorsport”, photographs of motorcycle
sidecar racing are included.
1950s Motorsport in colour is softbound with 160, 9x9
inch, profusely illustrated pages There is a very comprehensive index listing every car (two 356s and a 550), driver, and
page. Available for $40.00 from your favorite bookseller or
from Quartoknows.com.
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GPX KIDS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTERS
			 "P C A J U N I O R S"
Grand Prix Region has officially started GPX KIDS, in keeping with the Porsche Club of
America’s overall priority to make our kids a part of the club by starting them young.
Children up to 18 can be registered to become PCA JUNIOR MEMBERS at no cost, and will receive an age
appropriate gift from PCA.

2 years — Chris Way

The PCA Juniors program has been created so kids can enjoy club events, learn about Porsches and build the enthusiasm that runs through all of PCA. We look forward to developing the program and its features over time.
The program is FREE! Kids must be registered by an active PCA member. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.
can sign up younger family members for PCA Juniors. We will reach out to families to bring their kids to our Saturday morning breakfast meetings the second Saturday of each month, and have younger kids and parents do crafts
projects and fun activities and get a GPX Goodie Bag.
For more information or questions please contact Dick Douglass at ddouglass356@gmail.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
CHAIR POSITION OPEN
We are looking for a person (or persons) who are
not bashful about walking into a business and
showing them what a great marekting tool advertising in The Circuit would be for their business.
We will provide you with relevant information for
doing this. Once you have developed the lead, we
will coordinate artwork and publication information
IF YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN HELPING
CONTACT SUESAN AT
SUESAN@POBOX.COM OR 619-992.4287

19 years —
Blaine & Claire Davis

Grand Prix Region
Name Badges
Order yours today!
6 years — Mike & Mary Carr

Magnetic attachment - no pin
Light weight
$15.00
Order at the GPX Store or
mail the order form from the
GPX Website at
http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429

40 years Richard Armstrong
32 years John Thourot & Michelle Mottola
30 years Carlos & Renate Cardenas
William Gendron
28 years Robert Suppelsa
27 years James Guerin
20 years Charles & Janice Bartron
19 years John Baskett & Lori Cassidy
Blaine Davis
17 years Carlos & Ariel Chang
Larry Domasin & Gladys Jaramillo
16 years Robert & Robert Hechtman
15 years Susan & Derek Moard
14 years Dean & Amy Freed
Harold Prell
13 years Mel Tang & Tina Ponce
12 years John & Janet Mullins
10 years Robert & Constance Werle
7 years Arthur Rosten
6 years Murry Armstrong
Michael & Mary Carr
5 years Sue Pasko
Christopher & Nancy Robbins
4 years Matthew & Courtney Abrams
Jim & Patti Worsham
3 years kenneth & Jeremy Vengas
Brian Young & Nancy Harmeyer
2 years Casey & Damaris Gillett
Chris Way
Michael Popken
1 year
Pierre & Shaan Maurier
Lynn Holland
Shafiel & Nadia Karim

30 years — Bill Gendron

40 years — Richard Armstrong

19 years — John Baskett & Lori Cassidy

15 years — Susan Moard

20 years — Chuck Bartron

7 years — Art Rosten

New Members — Transfers In

17 years — Larry Dinasin

Allan & Jennifer Soto
Dennis Canon		
Misa Mai			
Charles Anderson		
Dallas Fox			
Eric Mcintosh		
Domaciano Macias
William West		

2022 GT3
2005 Boxster
2004 911 4S Cab
2003 911 Turbo
1973 911T
2016 Panamera
1999 911 Carrera
1975 911S Targa

17 years — Carlos Chang

4 years — Jim & Patti Worsham

Questions? Contact Jeff Peck
jbpeck@pacbell.net
(310) 345-8081
30
12 years — John & Janet Mullins

10 years — Bob & Graham Werle

16 years — Bob Hechtman
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JOIN US

Index of Advertisers
Accutrack			

PCA has something for everybody!
Social Events
Tours & Rallies
On-Track Driving
Concours d'elegance 		
Panorama (National Magazine)
The Circuit (GPX Magazine)
All for only $46/yr !

• Monthly breakfast meetings are back!!!
• Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach
• COVID precautions are almost nonexistent right now
• Buy breakfast or just enjoy a cup of coffee and good friends
• Contact Suesan for information — 619.992.4287

Porsche Parade
Treffen N. America
Member Discounts
Club Racing
Autocross
3000+ Events Annually

Apply Online at PCA.org
(Specify Membership in GPX Region)
or
Fill out a Membership Application available at our
Breakfast Meeting, or print from GrandPrixRegion.com

11

Children's Dental Health Clinic

2 / 30

Glory Days Beachside Grill

32

GPX Name Badge Order Form

30

Kerr & Sheldon

19

Pedros Garage

25

Pelican Parts		

20 / 28

Sierra Madre Collection

33

Walter's Porsche of Riverside

13

Questions? Contact Patty Reilly, GPX Membership Chair
GPXPatty@mindspring.com (714) 402-2405

ON THE COVER
ON THE COVER

At our monthly breakfast meetings, not
only you have the opportunity to get a
pretty great breakfast (optional) or just walk
around looking at the beautiful cars and
talking with old (or new) friends, but we
typically give away a LOT of door prizes.
After the last door prize is given away,
there is the 50/50 Raffle.
When you sign in to the breakfast line,
Patty Reilly offers to sell you tickets for the
50/50 raffle where the lucky winner walks
away with a good chunk of cash.
The other 50% goes to our fund raising
efforts for Long Beach's Children's Dental
Health Clinic, an organization that specializes in dental care for children who typically
could not afford the work.
Marty Goldsmith is our member who
turned us on to the fabulous work done by
this organization, and they have been the
focus of our fund raising efforts for many
years now.
Pictured on the cover is member Carlos Recharte being awarded his loot by president
Suesan Way Carter.
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CHECK US OUT

Come to our Monthly GPX Breakfast Club Meeting - Everyone Welcome!
SECOND Saturday each month — 9:00 AM
$15.00 breakfast incl tax, tip & beverages
Glory Days Beachside Grill
620 Pacific Coast Highway
Seal Beach (562) 756-8520

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

Size

Invoiced Quarterly

Size

Business card
75.00/mo
3 5/8" x 2"
Quarter page
125.00/mo
3 5/8" x 4 1/2"
Half page
200.00/mo
7 1/2" x 4 1/2"
Full page
350.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full key position
450.00/mo
7 1/2" x 9 1/2"
Full bleed available on half & full page only

Classified Ads

Free to PCA members, including photo

For advertising information, contact:

Skip Carter
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NEW MEMBERS
receive a free
GPX Coffee Mug

619.992.9927

skipcarter@pobox.com

CLASSIC
EUROPEAN
AUTO PARTS
Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com
888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300
1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, CA 90041
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Porsche Club of America
Grand Prix Region
P.O. Box 2119
Huntington Beach, CA  92647

DATED MATERIAL

This space is available to Advertisers - skipcarter@pobox.com

GRAND PRIX REGION
Porsche Club of America

Porsche owners from
all over SoCal come
to our renowned events
Tours

The Circuit
Monthly Magazine

Social Events

Reach more than 2000 Porsche
enthusiasts through our monthly
magazine & frequent email blasts

GPX

Driving Events

Concours d’Elegance

gpx.pca.org

Suesan Way Carter
President, Grand Prix Region
suesan@pobox.com

