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December
 10 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 10 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 17 Sat GPX Holiday Party - Long Beach Yacht Club

January 2023
 2 Sun New Year's Day
	 4	 Wed	 PCA	Treffen	Georgia	Mountains	registration	open
 14 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 14 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
	 16	 Mon	 Martin	Luther	King	Day
20-21 S-Sun PCA Club Race
 20-22 F-Sun Roar Before the Rolex 24, Daytona
	 21	 Sat	 Zone	8	President's	Meeting	&	Awards	Banquet,		
	 	 	 	 Mission	Inn,	Riverside
	 23	 Sun	 LA	Region	Autocross,	Anaheim	Stadium
26-29 Th-Sun Rolex 24 at Daytona
28-29 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Chuckwalla

February
 3-5 F-Sun PCA Club Race, Sebring
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 TBD Sat GPX Tour to Mullin Automotive Museum
	 20	 Mon	 President's	Day	/	George	Washington's	birthday
	20-24	M-Fri	 L.A.	Dismantler	Open	House	
	 23	 Thu	 Sierra	Madre	Collection	Warehouse	Open	House
	 23	 Thu	 Redline	Weber	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 John	Wilhoit's	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 Pelican	Parts	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 Klasse	356	Parts	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 The	Parts	Shop	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 Autokennel	Open	House
	 24	 Fri	 Callas	Rennsport	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 3-7pm	European	Collectibles	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 11am	-	5pm	Carparc	USA	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 2-6pm	Performance	Vintage	International	Open
	 25	 Sat	 2-5pm	Goritz	Sixfix	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 4-7pm	California	Porsches	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 4-7pm	Benton	Performance	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 noon-5pm	Honest	Engine	Open	House
	 25	 Sat	 L.A.	Lit	&	Toy	Show,	LAX	Airport	Hilton
 26 Sun So Cal All-Porsche Swap and Car Display
    Boys Republic
 25-26 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Streets of Willow
 
March
 3	 Fri	 PCA	Werks	Reunion,	Amelia	Island
 5 Sun F1 Bahrain
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
15-18	 Th-Sun	12	Hours	of	Sebring
 19 Sun F1 Saudi Arabia
	24-26	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race,	VIR
 27 Mon GPX Day Away from Work Drivers Ed 
          at Streets of Willow

April
 2 Sun F1 Australia
	 15	 Sun	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	Airport
 8 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 8 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
8-9	 	 S-Sun	 	PCA	Club	Race	Thunderhill	Raceway	I
14-15	 S-Sun	 	Grand	Prix	of	Long	Beach	
 14-16 F-Sun PCA Club Race Road Atlanta
	15-16	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Heartland	Motorsports	Park
21-22	 F-Sat	 PCA	Club	Race	Lime	Rock	Park
 22-23 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Willow Springs
 30 Sun F1 Azerbaijan

May
 5 Fri Cal Central Coast DE, Buttonwillow 
 6-7 S-Sun PCA Club Race Buttonwillow
 6-7 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Chuckwalla
	 7	 Sun	 F1	Miami
12-14	 F-Sun	 IMSA	Motul	Course	De	Monterey
 13 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 13 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
	 13	 Sat	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	Airport
	 14	 Sun	 Mother's	Day
	19-21	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Mid-Ohio
	20-21	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Hastings	Ranch
 21 Sun F1 Emilia Romagna
 27-28 S-Sun PCA Club Race Eagles Canyon Raceway 1
	 28	 Sun	 F1	Monaco
	 29	 Mon	 Memorial	Day

June
	 3	 Sat	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	Airport
 4 Sun F1 Spain
 10 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 10 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
	10-11	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	UMC	(Miller)
	16-18	 F-Mon	 PCA	Club	Race	Watkins	Glen
 18 Sun F1 Canada
 18 Sun Father's Day
 18-24  Porsche Parade, Palm Springs
	 19	 Mon	 Juneteenth
22-25	 Th-Sun	IMSA	Six	Hours	of	the	Glen
	24-25	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Thunderhill	II
	 26	 Mon	 Cal	Central	Coast	DE,	Laguna	Seca

July
 2 Sun F1 Austria
 4	 Tue	 Independence	Day
	 7-9	 F-Sun	 IMSA	Chevrolet	Grand	Prix,	Canadian	Tire
 8 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 8 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting

GPX Tour Information and registration 
PCAGPX.MotorsportsReg.com

If you have suggestions about other events that 
you think our members would be interested in 

seeing on our calendar, please let me know

EDITORIAL POLICY: THE CIRCUIT is the official publication of the GRAND PRIX REGION of the 
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA. Statements appearing in THE CIRCUIT are those of the author and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the CLUB or its editorial staff. The Editor reserves the right to edit 
all material submitted for publication. Permission to reprint any material herein is granted providing full 
credit is given to the authors and THE CIRCUIT, with the exception of copyrighted material.

ADDRESS CHANGE: Please notify GPX Membership Chair and PCA (PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 
21045 or Admin@PCA.org or 410.381.0911 ) of any address, email, phone or membership status changes.

Lori DeCristo
(818)	404-0940

LittleRedBoxster@gmail.com

ZONE 8 REPRESENTATIVE

INFORMATION LINKS

GPX GrandPrixRegion.com
Zone 8 Zone8.org
PCA National PCA.org
PCNA US.Porsche.com/national
Porsche AG Porsche.com
GPX Landing Page on MotorsportReg:
        http://pcagpx.MotorsportReg.com

Autocross Timing - Ian Anderson
ian.anderson63@gmail.com	 (760)	382-3412

Car Classification - Don Dickey
donald.dickey.us@gmail.com	 (805)	312-2101

Chief Driving Instructor Nick Perdikaris
nickperdi@gmail.com		 (310)	901-8154

Children's Dental Cliinic Liason - Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com	 (714)	402-2405

Circuit Editor- Skip Carter
SkipCarter@pobox.com	 (619)	992-9927

Concours - Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com	 (714)	402-2405

Consiglieri - Marty Goldsmith
CaptMarty@verizon.net	CaptMarty@verizon.net	 (562)	494-6350

Graphic Artist - Chris Way
cwway@rogers.com		 (647)	404-4424

Insurance - Ron Shanon
rshanon@yahoo.com		 (310)	375-9840

Membership - Patty Reilly
GPXPatty@mindspring.com	 (714)	402-2405

Performance Driving Chair - Skip Carter
Drivers Ed/Autocross/Time Trial
SkipCarter@pobox.com	 (619)	992-9927

Registrar - Suesan Way Carter
Suesan@pobox.com	 (619)	992-4287

Safety - Eric Peterson (562) 533-0573
ThePetersons_Crib@msn.com

Silent Auction - Arturo Chaparro
arturo7music@sbcglobal.net	 (323)	633-7915

Social Media - Preeth Kumar
p.sangavaram@gmail.com											(201)	925-4876	
 
Special Projects - Jim Worsham
WorshamCPA@aol.com	 (562)	433-3662

Tech Advisor - Michael Dolphin
Carrera3@msn.com	 (213)	248-4743

Tech Sessions - OPEN POSITION

Tech Inspection -  OPEN POSITION

Tours - Rod Simmons & Jeff Peck
gospdrcr@gmail.com	 (818)	917-4742
jbpeck@pacbell.net	 (310)	345-8081

Webmaster - Jimmie Mitchell
Webmaster@gpx.pca.org	 (310)	901-9403

GPX CHAIRSGPX BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Secretary
Alan Johnson
(562)	305-8002

alantheinspector@verizon.net

Director at Large
Vinita Khilnani
(626)	222-5228

VinitaKhilnani@gmail.com

President
Suesan Way Carter
(619)	992-4287

SEWayCarter@gmail.com
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	 9	 Sun	 F1	United	Kingdom
	 15	 Sat	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	Airport
15-16 S-Sun PCA Club Race Brainerd
21-22	 S-Sun	 IMSA	Northeast	Grand	Prix,	Lime	Rock
	22-23	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	High	Plains
	 23	 Sun	 F1	Hungary
 30 Sun F1 Belgium

August
	 3-6	 Th-Sun	IMSA	Sportscar	Weekend,	Road	America
	 4-6	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	CMTP	(Mosport)
 5-6 S-Sun PCA Club Race Sonoma Raceway 1
	11-13	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	New	Jersey	Motorsport	Park
 12 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 12 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 18-20	 F-Sun	 Monterey	Historic	Races,	Laguna	Seca
	 18	 Fri-	 PCA	Werks	Reunion,	Monterey
 20 Sun Pebble Beach Concours
	 26	 Sat	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	
Airport 
 25-27	 F-Sun	 IMSA	Michelin	Challenge,	VIR
 27 Sun F1 Netherlands

September
	 2-4	 Th-Mon	PCA	Club	Race	Road	America
	 3	 Sun	 F1	Italy
 4	 Mon	 Labor	Day
 9 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 9 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 15-17	 F-Sun	 IMSA,	Indianapolis	Motor	Speedway
15-17 F-Sun PCA Club Race Summit Point
	15-17	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Laguna	Seca
 16-17 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Willow Springs
 17 Sun F1 Singapore
 24 Sun F1 Japan
	28-1	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Rennsport	Reunion	VII

October
 8 Sun F1 Qatar
 9	 Mon	 Columbus	Day
	11-14	 F-Sun	 Motul	Petit	Le	Mans,	Road	Atlanta
	14-15	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Eagles	Canyon	II
14-15	 S-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Sonoma	Race	I
 14 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 14 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 16 Mon GPX Day Away from Work Drivers Ed 
          at Streets of Willow
20-22	 F-Sun	 PCA	Club	Race	Carolina	Motorsport	Park
	 21	 Sat	 Cal	Central	Coast	Autocross,	Santa	Maria	Airport
 21-22 S-Sun San Diego Region Time Trial, Chuckwalla
 22 Sun F1 USA
	 29	 Sun	 F1	Mexico

November
 5 Sun F1 Brazil
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Breakfast
 11 Sat GPX Monthly Board Meeting
 11 Sat Veteran's Day
	 18	 Sun	 F1	Las	Vegas
	 23	 Thu	 Thanksgiving
 26 Sun F1 Abu Dhabi
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Write of Way, by Suesan Way Carter

Canadian Geese

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-Grand-Prix-Region/336827569682620

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pca%20grand%20prix%20region&sm=1

GooglePlus: https://plus.google.com/114590990404477994856/posts

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/PCAGrandPrix
 
Flickr:	https://www.flickr.com/photos/168187975@N07/albums

GPX SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

Sleazy Dog Construction

Skip Carter

Well, as we wind down another very successful 
year in Grand Prix region it's nice to see the 
changes experienced in 2022 compared to 2020 

and 2021. NO MASKS... Even though we are having a 
tough flu season, covid seems to be as under control as 
ever... Thank goodness.

Changes to the Board of Directors
We have two of our board members stepping down at the 

end of the year. Alan Johnson, our Tours Chair and Secre-
tary for several years is "retiring". We have a lot of thanks 
due Alan for the dozens of extraordinary and well planned 
tours he has put together for us. He is leaving us in good 
hands with Rod Simmons stepping into the Tours posi-
tion earlier this year. Jeff Peck continues to produce a few 
of our annual tours to Paradise Cove and the Mt. Wilson 
Observatory.

The other person stepping down from the board is me. 
This has been a marthon ride for me. After spending 10 
years with the San Diego region, holding numberous jobs, 
including president, charity and autocross chairs, etc, the 
time came for me to look for another region to play in.

I had friends in both OCR and Grand Prix, but GPX was 
much smaller and seemed like a place I could be helpful 
and have a lot of fun. That was 2003. I became editor and 
Michael Dolphin was our president.

In 2005 I came onto the board as President, served as 
president for five years and remained on the board through 
2022. Wow, 17 years.

During my five years as president I met Suesan Way, 
who was a medical social worker in Toronto. She retired, 
moved to San Diego and we've been together ever since. 
I don't have to tell you how much Suesan has done for the 
club. She has been the driving force for GPX ever since.

My decision to resign from the board as of this month 
was primarily to make way for new blood. I am not going 

anywhere, will continue as editor and my involvement 
with the performance driving program will not change.

I'm sure Suesan will talk about it in her column, but the 
two new board members for 2023 are Francis Lewis and 
Patty Reilly. We are very excited about welcoming these 
two onboard. Patty has been a workhourse for GPX for 
decades. Francis is relatively new to Grand Prix, but has 
become someone  we are excited to welcome to the board.

Breakfast Meetings
Our monthly breakfast meetings on the SECOND Satur-

day of each month continue  to be very successful. Glory 
Days Beachside Grill has been our host for quite a few 
years now. We really appreciate how they've worked with 
us through covid and back, changing the menu to accom-
modate health restrictions and safety.

We regularly get 50-100 attendees at these events. There 
is always a parking lot full of beautiful Porsches from ev-
ery era. Lots of tire kicking, lots of door prizes, the 50-50 
raffle, recognizing new members and all the rest that goes 
on each month.

Drivers Education
One of the things we are most proud of are the number 

of novice drivers that come through our Performance Driv-
ing School sessions twice a year at Streets of Willow. 

We want to encourage any of you who feel intimidated 
driving a Porsche, who might want to become more com-
fortable in the drivers seat, more confident driving on the 
road, please come to our March Day Away from Work (see 
calendar). Give me or Suesan a call if you have any ques-
tions.

Well it came and went again!!! When we were kids it 
took forever for the holidays to get here and all that 
they brought with it including all of the wonderful 

toys and sweets!!
Now it seems to happen in a matter of moments because I am 

a grandma and can’t wait to celebrate and play on the floor with 
the kids, it also takes forever, if you know what I mean?? And 
as they get older and understand it seems everything becomes 
so much more fun… There is less eating of paper and the boxes, 
although fun, start to be secondary to what is in them. And what 
is in them and the treasures I have been coming up with for 
months, those little faces light up with oohhs and ahhhs.

The New Year will bring change, excitement and some loss 
to the Grand Prix Region. Alan Johnson is leaving the Board of 
Directors after doing an incredible job as Secretary and Com-
mander at Arms. Alan helped me in my job as region President 
a great deal, with more than just recording the minutes of our 
meetings. He has been a key member of the Board and stayed on 
top of what has been going on and ensuring we have been doing 
All The Right Stuff!!

He was also our Tour Master for a number of years and 
planned some of our great getaways both near and far. Alan is 
a very talented person, proclaiming that he has had for separete 
carrers in his life, including making sails for those beautiful 
things that fly through the water. I believe he might still make 
occasional custom steering wheel cover for boats, ships and 
other vehicles. 

Alan was a 1st lieutenant in the U.S. Army and, seeing him 
wearing military clothing every Veteran's Day shows how much 
that meant to him. His sense of honor and duty. 

Just like his leaving the Grand Prix Region Board. He is a 
man of distinction and honor and one who can be counted on to 
complete any mission. He will truly be missed and I really hope 
he doesn’t ever stop sending me some of the funniest jokes I’ve 

ever read - to the point of laughing out 
loud.

The toughest Board loss will be that of 
Mr. Skip Carter who has a position for near onto 20ish years. 
He has been President, Treasurer, Concours Chair, Performance 
Driving Chair, Membership Chair, region Archivist, region Data-
base Manager and who knows what else.

Fortunately, Skip has agreed to keep some of his positions 
including the Circuit editor and the Performance Driving Chair. 
Which is really great news for us. I am also thinking that as far 
as the Board is concerned I happen to know where Skip lives, I 
know, to be honest, where he sleeps, and can probably regularly 
get his opinions about any club business that is making me a 
little crazy as well as a honorary consultant. 

There are no words to be able to thank Skip adequately for 
all he has done for the Grand Prix Region. There was really not 
much of a magazine before he arrived, and a monthly breakfast 
meeting back then might have a dozen people. He made the 
Circuit a beautiful monthly publication that only stopped being 
printed each month when covid hit. It still continues digitally 
each month and printed and mailed a few times a year. It has 
advertisers and is in full colour. It has been entered into the PCA 
National Awards and has won its class several times, making 
GPX extremely proud.

Skip had been a very active San Diego region member, includ-
ing region president. In the early 1980s, Skip was looking for 
another region where he might be productive. Evenn though he  
lived (and still lives) in San Diego, it turns out that many of our 
region memers (about 85%) live outside of our official boundar-
ies for many reasons.

Often it is just smallness and therefore closeness of our region 
that makes the difference for many and sometimes it is just 
because…

In Skip’s case, he knew that GPX needed and editor, and ap-
proached Linda Cobarrubias about coming to GPX. After a year 
or two he also took on the region President job, a position he 
held for five years.

The New Board
The GPX board has seven members according to our bylaws. 
We have two new board members for 2023, people we think 

worthy of the positions. Patty Reilly has been very active in the 
region for many years, probably close to our founding in 1981. 
She and husband, John were GPX forces for decades, and Patty 
still is.  Francis Lewis is someone also very involved in driv-
ing events, tours and just being down right social (plus so much 
more with Canadian connections!) Next month I will introduce 
you to them and their positions on the Grand Prix Board. 

Breakfast Meetings
In the meantime please remember that we have breakfast at on 

the second Saturday of each month at the Glory Day Beachside 
Grill in Seal Beach at 620 E. PCH, Seal Beach 90740
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MT WILSON VIEWING SESSION
STORY BY JEFF PECK; PHOTOS BY HITEN PATEL & JIMMIE MITCHELL

The Mt. Wilson Viewing Session is an annual event orga-
nized by the Grand Prix Region of the Porsche Club of 
America. September 24, 2022 marks our 9th year viewing 

the universe through the historic 60-inch telescope.  
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon, 25 Porsche Club members 

met at a restaurant in La Canada for dinner before heading up 
Angeles Crest Highway to the historic Mt. Wilson Observatory.  
This year we had members from the Grand Prix, Orange Coast, 
San Diego and Los Angeles regions in attendance.

We were joined at dinner by our Telescope Operator, Nik 
Arkimovich, who answered questions during dinner before we 
headed out.

After dinner, we proceeded to caravan up Angeles Crest High-
way for the 45-minute drive to Mt. Wilson. It’s a great route, 
and after about 14 miles, we make the right turn up Red Box/Mt. 
Wilson road for another 5 miles, which leads directly to the Mt. 
Wilson Observatory. It was a fun drive as Red Box/Mt. Wilson 
Road was recently repaved.  

Once we arrived at the Observatory gate, we were met by our 
Session Director, John Fasinotti, who directed us to the parking 
area next to the telescope dome. It was a very comfortable night, 
as the observatory is at 5700 feet and it can get quite cold on the 
mountain. However on this night it was in the upper 50s. The 
night of viewing runs from sundown to about 1:00 AM. 

When we got inside the dome, John gave us a short history of 
the telescope and Mt. Wilson. For a detailed history you can go 
to www.mtwilson.edu John was very good at explaining and de-
scribing all the celestial objects that we were viewing that night.

Nik, our Telescope Operator picked all 13 objects that we ob-
served. We observed various objects from star clusters, nebulas, 
galaxies and a few planets. A brief rundown of the highlights, 
The Ring Nebula, Giant Hercules Cluster, The Saturn Nebula, 
Saturn with its beautiful rings, Neptune, Jupiter, and the spec-
tacular Blue Snowball Galaxy.

In order for everyone to look through the telescope, we line up 
behind a mobile stair that is positioned near the eyepiece. For all 
25 of us to see each object, we climb the stair and look through 

the eyepiece.  Thirteen objects may not seem like a lot, but it 
takes time for everyone to get a look.

For many people who come to this special event, held every 
year, many are surprised that Mt. Wilson even exists. We’ve 
received many complements on how special and fun it is, even if 
you’re not into astronomy.

Grand Prix holds this event every year. We are limited to 25 
attendees by the Observatory. The date of the event varies de-
pending on which celestial objects are visible. It could be held as 
early as May, or as it was this year, in September. Please check 
our calendar for the date in 2023. We should have a date set 
sometime next March. 

If you’re interested, please sign up early as this event sells out 
every year. Viewing the night sky through the 60-inch telescope 
is an unforgettable experience.
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Circuit Advertising 
Manager Needed

Please contact Suesan Carter

for more information

Suesan @pobox.com

619.992.4287
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DO YOU STOP TO SMELL 
THE ROSES?
STORY BY DANIELLE BADLER; PHOTOS GOOGLE IMAGES PUBLIC DOMAIN

You drive a Porsche, right? And, despite all their 
brand extensions, their SUVs and their forays into 
design in recent years, Porsche still describes itself 

as a sports car maker, right?
Ok then, how do you react to this story? It popped up in 

my Facebook feed, and I’ve been trying, for several weeks 
now, to get a grip on it.

To paraphrase, the story is that an Airbus A380 is mak-
ing steady progress, crossing the Atlantic, at 30,000 ft and 
560 mph. All of a sudden, out of nowhere, a Eurofighter 
appears. This is a very hot seat, with a V-max of Mach 2 
and a 60,000 ft ceiling. The fighter pilot goes into an air-

show routine, with a few barrel rolls, dives, vertical climbs 
and so forth. 

There’s airwave silence for several minutes. Then the 
fighter jock gets on the radio and asks the commercial pilot 
what he thinks of his plane’s performance – it’s a muted 
what do you think of that? And the Airbus pilot laughs and 
says something like, cool, but I stood up, walked to the 
rear, used the bathroom, got myself a cup of coffee and had 
a snack.  

Which leads to the moral of the story. I quote, verbatim, 
from the posting, “When you’re young, speed and adrena-

line seem to be great. But, 
as you get older and wiser, 
you learn that comfort and 
peace are more important.

“This is called S O 
S.  Slower, older and 
smarter.”

It’s interesting that, in 
the comments section, 
people weighed in with “I 
heard it was an SR-71 pi-
lot,” or “a 747” or “an F4 
Phantom.” In other words, 
apparently, the story, in 
some form or another, 
has been around aviation 
circles for years.

And so, too, has been 
the conundrum.  

My father had a private 
pilot’s license. When I 
was in my early teens, 
we’d go up in Cessna 150s and 172s. We’d come over 
our house, and my mother would come out and wave. My 
father would bank the wings. Then he’d let me take the 
controls. And I learned to fly straight and level, to climb, to 
descend. 

The fact is, it really was very undramatic. The only time 
I got my blood pressure up was once, when my father was 
with an instructor, getting certified for a new airplane. I 
was in the back seat. We went into a stall. On purpose. All 
of a sudden, the plane shook, the nose dropped and we … 
we lost lift. We began falling. 

Now, that incident was exciting. But the rest of it? I 
found the whole routine of flying just that, a routine. 
Everything was highly regulated and specified, in terms of 
what you could do, when and how. It just didn’t excite me. 
And I never pursued my own license. Maybe if my father 
did aerobatics… But he didn’t, and neither did I.

What I did do, as soon as I got my driver’s license and 
had scraped up enough money, all of $800, which was all I 
had, was buy my first sports car. A ’64 Triumph TR-4. I’d 
have bought a Porsche in a heartbeat, if I could have af-
forded it. I mean, nothing even comes close. Which is what 
I wanted.

And, as I get older, I feel the same. I don’t feel an urge 
to slow down at all. I feel just the opposite. The clock is 
ticking, so it’s time to get it all in, or as much as I can. And 
that’s the opposite of S O S. Smarter? Maybe. Certainly 
more experienced. Older? Well, it beats the alternative.  
But slower? Please!

A few years back I did a Porsche drive in the mountains 
of southern Colorado. We were moving at, let’s just say, a 
rapid rate of speed. I was following the leader. Someone 
else, in what looked like a relatively new C4S, was fol-

lowing me. Then there was a big gap. So we pulled over. 
And the driver behind me literally leapt out and exclaimed, 
“wow, that was great!”

Turns out, he was recently retired, and the Porsche was 
his first, a gift for the next phase of his life. His comment, I 
thought, was what was great.  

Then there was the time the Porsche Parade was at Key-
stone Resort in the Rockies. One of the events was a drive 
through the mountains, farther west. I was mid-pack, fol-
lowing a pristine Carrera with Michigan plates. The driver, 
it turned out, just tootled along, letting the trail of cars, up 
ahead, get farther and farther away. Up over Hoosier Pass 
and onward. My blood pressure started rising like I had a 
broken radiator hose. Finally, just finally, at last, I was able 
to pass. And I blew by, without so much as a look over.  

At our next stop, someone up ahead, who had seen the 
whole episode in his rear-view mirror, came up to me and 
said, “we were wondering when you’d pass.”

Exactly. S O S be damned. I want the zest. Until I can’t 
do it anymore.
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THE FIRST EVER GPX 
POKER RUN
STORY BY JIM WORSHAM; PHOTOS BY JIMMIE MITCHELL

Interesting stops and a gala luncheon, 
complete with entertainment and priz-
es, were the features of the first GPX 

Poker Run on September 17, 2022.
Poker runs have been around for a long 

time, but they’re often associated with 
motorcycles. The idea is to encourage 
people to get out and enjoy riding their 
motorcycles. Well, the same is true with 
your prized Porsche. It’s another way to 
enjoy your car.

The game is to visit five to seven dif-
ferent locations and draw a card at each 
stop. The cards are noted on a score sheet 
and when all stops have been visited, you 
have a poker hand. The GPX Poker Run 

had five stops and a celebration for the 
winner with the best hand. Players could 
go to the first four stops in any order 
they chose and there was plenty of time 
to enjoy all stops without exceeding any 
speed limits.

In the beginning, the players all seemed 
to have visions of four aces or a royal 
flush. Some folks were upset that they 
didn’t get any face cards! Since there 
were multiple decks of cards in play, it 
was possible to have more than one of 
the same winning hand. If that happens, a 
showdown match is played at the finish to 
determine the only winner.

Another feature of the GPX Poker Run 

cause there is always so much to see. The 
showroom continually rotates featured 
models and there’s always a view of driv-
ers driving late model Porsches on the 
test track. A quick visit to the gift shop 
was possible but not enough time to grab 
a bite from the Carrera Café. Of course, 
you can go back later and stay longer.

Circle Porsche was an interesting 
stop. The iconic location on the Long 
Beach traffic circle is undergoing a huge 
upgrade and expansion, so the site only 
teased what was to come. General Man-
ager Eric Ernst and his courteous staff 
went all out for GPX and set up an out-
side event booth where players would get 
their next card. In addition to the card, 
players received a souvenir Porsche-
branded tumbler. 

Autowerkes in Huntington Beach was 
the stop closest to the destination. Con-
sequently, most players went there last. 
Owner Bruce Powers has been a long 
time PCA member, Porsche aficionado 
and autocross enthusiast. He proudly 
showed off his shop and engaged with ev-
ery player who had questions. To support 
this event, he gave participants souvenir 
Autowerkes t-shirts and caps. 

The final card was obtained from the 
Biergarten Restaurant at Old World 
Village in Huntington Beach. A limited 
number of Porsche parking spaces were 
designated for event participants and a 
registration table, just around the corner, 
was where you got your last card.

Folks walked around, shared experi-
ences, ordered drinks and enjoyed the 
live music of the Second Wind Band 
while they waited for last minute arriv-
als. There was a private room with an 
adjoining patio that housed the buffet 
food service. The food was good, the 
weather gods were good to us, and it was 
very pleasant time for re-living the day’s 
festivities.

Finally, the judges determined the 
winner. The winner didn’t have a Royal 
Flush or an Ace high full house, not even 
a simple straight. Hank Landsberg and 
Susan Moard won with three of a kind! 
And, it wasn’t even three kings, no, it 
was three twos. The winner announce-
ment was followed by a batch of great 
prizes from the raffle. 

Regrettably nobody drew the Joker. 
Maybe next year.

was the joker. All jokers were pulled 
except for one joker in the deck at the 
last stop destination. The joker, if drawn, 
would get a special prize.

One of the stops was “Bob’s Big Boy 
Broiler” in Downey. This venerable 
drive-in restaurant has a special history in 
the Southern California car culture. When 
you stopped there, you got your card 
and a historical “fact sheet” that told you 
about the evolution of this site through 
many different names, catastrophes, 
community protests and its use in several 
movies.

The Porsche Experience Center in Car-
son was a favorite stop of many folks be-
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OUR OWN          
RESPONSIBILITIES
STORY BY MICHAEL DOLPHIN; PHOTOS GOOGLE IMAGES PUBLIC DOMAIN

Just an hour ago or so, I heard of yet another tragic 
and fatal incident of a  car that plunged over the side 
of Angeles Crest Highway. In this last month, this is 

the second news report of a tragic accident. My reaction, 
of course, was “oh crap” and a surge of anguish over the 
loss of a fellow motorist’s life – and likely someone who 
enjoyed that drive as much as I do on a very regular basis.

And I’ll confess – I also felt a bit of anger because I 
know for certain that there are colleagues and fellow 
enthusiasts out there that could be among those fatalities.  
Those of you who know me know that I am not a harsh 
guy – my arms are always open  and welcoming to old and 
new friends. This writing is long overdue and frankly may 
seem a little harsh in its first iteration – but I hope that a 
second reading might tone it down a little bit. On second 
thought, maybe I shouldn’t tone it down a little bit – be-
cause in the end, maybe someone will latch on and a future 
life might be saved.

And while I have been way too long contemplating 

about writing a great technical article, I sat down to put 
some thought on paper that I think you should be reminded 
of.

• You bought an amazing and capable car but that 
alone DOES NOT MAKE YOU A BETTER DRIVER!

You’ll hear many of us talk about all the wonderful 
“nannies” that exist in new cars and the digital technolo-
gies that abound. But you also should realize that the 
purpose of these “nannies” is to help protect you when 
you do something wrong! If you truly expect the ability 
of a car to correct itself, then that action is based and fully 
dependent on a whole lot of data and anticipated function – 
and it does not always make up for the dumb thing that we 
sometimes do!

The thing about humans versus technology is that hu-
mans do not always follow the rule of practical logic – we 
often have a “panic response”, even if momentarily. So the 
potential of an algorithm trying to forecast what you are 

going to do next may be an entirely different set of deci-
sion points.

This is the perfect reason for you to join your local 
region for the next Driver’s Education Day event. As an 
instructor, my personal goal is to make you a better driver 
and more aware of your car, becoming a better race driver 
comes much later.

• Why are you buying cheap tires?  
I have heard way too many times that “I bought those 

tires ‘cause the Pirellis/Michelins/Continentals cost too 
much money!”. My typical response is “How much is your 
wife or little girl’s life worth?” I recognize the harshness 
of that response, but I am committed to being able to see 
you again. As some know, I have experienced an extreme 
circumstance that almost cost the lives of a dear friend and 
his wife – that “cheaper tire” blew up at 100 miles an hour. 
Don’t focus on the 100 miles an hour, it could have been 
sixty or eighty – but 100 miles an hour is no big deal in a 
performance car and you will be doing that one day if you 
have not done so already!

Please don’t get focused on cost and for certain, do not 
simply go for the longest lasting mileage. Understand this, 
a higher mileage tire does so because it is of a “harder” 
compound that wears down more slowly. What you give 
up is a “stickier” tire that grips the pavement more. Of 
course, softer tires wear more quickly, but they certainly 
bring the car to a stop in a shorter distance.

What is the purpose of a great set of brakes? Brakes slow 
and stop the rotation of the wheel – TIRES provide the 
traction for the vehicle to stop. Have you ever seen a car 
with the wheels locked up but the car continues to move? 
Brakes worked fine, but the car is now sliding with NO 
grip or traction.

You should know that tread design is more related to that 
particular manufacturer’s overall design and the factors of 
a specific rubber compound and how those things “sync” 
together to provide mileage and grip. In the end, how does 
that tire match the capability of YOUR car? That is the 
reason that Porsche has the “N-spec” designation across 
tire manufacturers – it’s about mating the specific tire to 
your specific car

• Be aware of how your car “feels” to you.  
No one has a better idea of how your car reacts than you 

do. YOU drive it more often than anyone and if you learn 
to trust your derriere, you’ll know. Don’t overlook that. 
Check your car or have it checked. Is it your tire pressures 
– or does something feel a little out of line? Is your steer-
ing wheel a little off-center?

If a technician can’t find it, then you likely need another 
technician. ‘Nuff said on that.

Potentially, there are thousands of more words that can 
be shared on these subjects – and many folks (some of 
them smarter than me) have You-Tube and books and 
podcasts. And certainly don’t forget that as a member of 

Porsche Club of America that you have encyclopedic ac-
cess to some of the greatest minds in Porsche-dom. These 
folks do this work everyday and are not just the most 
“media-savvy” of the moment. Go to PCA’s website and 
find advice on just about anything – regardless of which 
model you drive.

Finally, Angeles Crest Highway is not a dangerous road 
in itself – hundreds of Toyotas, Ford truck, mini-vans and 
other vehicles travel that road every single day. What be-
come important is that drivers have done their own work in 
traveling the highway safely. As friend J Ryan reminds us 
all, “Respect the Crest” in EVERY way!

Please drive safe – and heed the insights above. I enjoy 
your company too much!

Michael Dolphin
Technical Advisor – Grand Prix Region
Porsche Club of America
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PCA’S NEWEST MEMBER
STORY & PHOTOS BY PEDRO BONILLA, PEDRO’S GARAGE

One of my favorite American 
racecar drivers became one 
of us this past weekend. Four-

time NASCAR Cup Series Champion, 
Jeff Gordon became a PCA Member!

How did that come to be, you may 
ask, because in order to be a member 
you need a Porsche VIN. So, did he 
buy a Porsche? If so, which one?  A 
911, Cayman, Boxster, Panamera, 
Taycan, Macan or Cayenne? Well, he 
bought a 911, but not just any 911. It 
all happened haphazardly and here’s 
the back story…

Earlier this year, in his capacity as 
Vice Chairman of Hendrick Motors-
ports (and while overseeing the Hen-
drick Performance Track Attack, at 
The Thermal Club in Southern Cali-
fornia) Jeff Gordon got a chance to 
drive a Porsche Cup Car that Don 
Cusick (Cusick Motorsports) had just 
purchased. 

He enjoyed himself so much that 

he decided to buy one. What he didn’t 
know at the time was that in order to 
purchase a Porsche Cup Car you must 
agree to race it. That’s when everything 
was set into motion.  

Jeff called his old friend and crew 
chief Ray Everham who immediately 
agreed to join him for a weekend in the 
second-year series where neither one of 
them had any experience: The Porsche 
Carrera Cup. Jeff also got to run with 
his iconic number 24 on the side of his 
Porsche and they picked the Indianapo-
lis Motor Speedway for this one-race 
comeback!

During the second Friday practice, as 
Jeff continued to learn the road course 
and the race car, he was 23rd overall and 
14th in class (Pro).He had only had one 
day of in-car testing at Carolina Motors-
port Park and a lot of iRacing (race simu-
lation) as preparation for the weekend.

On Saturday he placed 15th and on 
Sunday he improved to 11th. After the 

race, during the interviews Jeff said: 
“All week I’ve been happy I am here, 
having a great time with Ray and the 
whole team. I must say that yester-
day, I was getting beat out there, and 
I don’t like that, If I am going to be 
in an environment like this, I want to 
be competitive. But today turned the 
corner for me. So, I hope I get to do 
another one, one day”.

The IMSA-sanctioned Porsche 
Carrera Cup is one of the most 
important one-make racing series 
today. This is so because the empha-
sis is placed solely on the driver’s 
skill since every car competing is 
identical to the next. Same make, 
model and year, all equally prepared 
by the factory, all Spec 911 GT3 
Cup Cars.

Driver talent and team strategy is 
what will claim podiums. The Series 
is run in three classes: Pro, Pro-Am 
and Am. The series is in its second 

year (2022) and has a fantastic 
schedule which includes many of 
North America’s iconic tracks:

Round 1: 
 Sebring International Raceway
 
Round 2: 
 Grand Prix of Long Beach

Round 3: 
 Weathertech Laguna Seca

Round 4: 
 Watkins Glen International,

Round 5: 
 Streets of Toronto

Round 6: 
 Road America

Round 7: 
 Indianapolis Motor Speedway
 
Round 8:
 Road Atlanta

This year’s schedule is almost 
over, but if you get a chance, try to 
catch one or more races next year.  
The 2023 race calendar will be out 
soon.

Happy Porsche’ing,

Ed: For those of you who don’t 
know it, Pedro Bonilla is a long 
time PCA Scrutiineer and owns a 
Porsche repair shop in Florida. 

I noticed a recent announce-
ment that Pedro Bonilla, Jr has just 
joined the operation so, congratu-
lations to both of the Pedros.
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CLASSIFIED ADS FREE	for	PCA	Members
Send info including a photo

Skip	Carter	at	SkipCarter@pobox.com

2011 987 Aqua Metallic Blue Porsche Spyder — $45,000 
Available for the first time in over a decade is my. These cars are rare, and this color is the rarest fac-
tory color available. This is a Driver’s Car, not a garage queen. 120k - In Top mechanical shape at all 
times - full records and details - never crashed - only a handful of DE events & never went off track 
- a great daily driver, comfortable even for longer trips - An amazing Porsche, and the last analog, 
mid-engine roadster.

For more pictures and info text Aaron @ 626-320-5734
(Seriously Inquiries Only)

With the first turn of its left-handed ignition, fantasy becomes reality. 
The driver’s seat previously reserved for dreams will now be beneath you. 
And the unmistakable engine note so often played in your head will now be 
courtesy of your right foot. Ahhhh, the sweet sound of fulfillment. Porsche. 
There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There. Porsche Riverside
8423 Indiana Ave 
Riverside, CA 92504
951-441-6235 
PorscheRiverside.com

©2019 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.

“What happens to a dream unfulfilled?”
  asked no Porsche owner ever.

dealer 2019
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714.531.5900 | www.KerrLawFirm.com | russell@kerrlawfirm.com

Diminished Value and Loss of Use ARE Recoverable

DIMINISHED VALUE 
The decreased value of a car 
following an accident and 
all proper repairs.

LOSS OF USE 
The cost to rent a similar 
vehicle while car is 
being repaired.

&A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
Kerr   Sheldon

OVER $2 MILLION RECOVERED

We’re California’s #1 law firm for Diminished Value and Loss of Use claims.
Over $2 million recovered... and counting!

HAS YOUR CAR LOST VALUE 
FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT?

BEFORE ACCIDENT
$193,580

AFTER ACCIDENT REPAIR
$135,500

GPX members attended a recent gala banquet hosted by the Children's Dental Health Clinic in Long Beach. The event was being 
held to acknowledge major donors to that organization. Grand Prix Region is honorded to be included in that group. Several Porsche 
provided backdrop parked in front of  the venue.

GALA BANQUET WITH
CHILDRENS DENTAL
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL DOLPHIN



December  2022

35

The Circuit

34

by Bruce Herrington, Orange Coast Region
Book Reviews for Porschephiles
CORVETTE 70 Years: the one and only
by Richard Prince, published 18 October 2022 by Motorbooks

This is an outstanding book; an excellent 
example of the publishing art. The stark black 
covers are highlighted with color profiles of a 

year-one car on the front cover; year 70 car on the 
back. These covers are more elegant and impressive 
than the dust jacket and will stand out on any coffee 
table. The end papers present a lineup of every model 
throughout the 
series. It is a 
classy, elegant 
publication 
telling a 
story of more 
engineering and 
racing focus than 
many people 
expect to be part 
of  the Corvette 
ethos.

The inside 
of this book 
is very well 
illustrated with 
many full page 
pictures, crisply 
presented on the 
heavyweight 
matte pages. 
I counted 
only seven (out of 256) pages as all text with no 
illustration. The modern photography is outstanding; 
the historic pictures are informative snapshots from a 
time gone by. The typeface is readably large and there 
is a generous amount of white space. 

Thirty chapters break the history into concise 
chunks. The chapters are not purely chronological 
with some chapters focused on styling, others on 
engineering, economics or racing. Other chapters 
focus on the design and introduction of the various 
models from the C1 through the current mid-engined 
C8 models, which are described as having antecedents 
from the CERV cars of the late ‘50s.  

CORVETTE  70 Years begins with a well told 
story of how the Corvette grew out of a 1951 sports 
car race at Watkins Glen, NY. Detailed description 
is provided of how Corvette’s recovery from initial 
marketing failure was achieved by a developmental 
focus on luxury, as the Corvette evolved from a very 
basic Speedster like configuration into the luxurious 

boulevard cruiser its initial promotion had promised. 
There was gear-head oriented evolution as well. For 
instance, as early as 1956 there was a production 
option to duct air from the front grill to cool the rear 
brakes, and Corvette’s early adoption of fuel injection 

systems (in 1957) and their 
continuous improvement is 
well covered by this book.

An amazing number of 
production options and 
configuration changes are 
mentioned, many described in 
detail, complete with prices. 
The C-3 version, which lasted 
15 years, had many features 
that experienced continuous 
improvement during the run. 

Many individuals are 
named as being involved in 
conceiving and executing the 
evolution between and within 
the various ‘C’ generations. As 
a car book, this is one places 
heavy emphasis on people and 
their participation in the history 
and success of  the Corvette, as 
automobile and as a company.

 Racing is indicated as essential to establishing early 
Corvettes in the market. After the AMA ban, much 
of the racing described was conducted by privateers. 
In 1985 Chevrolet got back into the racing business 
courtesy of the efforts of a number of individuals 
described in detail.  

There is Porsche content in this book including and 
an interesting tidbit that Dr. Dick Thompson, the man 
that so famously raced the Stingray Corvettes, raced 
Porsches before shifting to Corvettes in 1956. The 
very comprehensive index has four pages, each with 
six columns of terse entries, including 16 entries for 
Porsche, and five entries for Tony Lapine who, after 
practicing on Corvettes, became Chief Designer for 
Porsche and fathered the 924-928 trans-axle cars. 

CORVETTE  70 Years has 256, 12 x10 inch 
heavyweight pages, with 250 images, mostly in color. 
.  By the time you read this it should be available for 
$60.00 from your favorite bookseller (ask for it), or 
from Amazon.com.
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We are looking for a person (or persons) who are 
not bashful about walking into a business and 
showing them what a great marekting tool advertis-
ing in The Circuit would be for their business.

We will provide you with relevant information for 
doing this. Once you have developed the lead, we 
will coordinate artwork and publication information

IF YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN HELPING 
CONTACT SUESAN AT 

SUESAN@POBOX.COM OR 619-992.4287

Grand Prix Region 
Name Badges
Order yours today!

Magnetic attachment - no pin        
Light weight        $15.00

Order at the GPX Store or 
mail the order form from the 

GPX Website at 
http://gpx.pca.org/?p=8429

Questions? Contact Jeff Peck  
jbpeck@pacbell.net  

(310) 345-8081

GPX KIDS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTERS
   "P C A  J U N I O R S"

ADVERTISING MANAGER
CHAIR  POSITION OPEN

Grand Prix Region has officially started GPX KIDS, in keeping with the Porsche Club of 
America’s overall priority to make our kids a part of the club by starting them young. 

Children up to 18 can be registered to become PCA JUNIOR MEMBERS at no cost, and will receive an age 
appropriate gift from PCA.

The PCA Juniors program has been created so kids can enjoy club events, learn about Porsches and build the enthusi-
asm that runs through all of PCA. We look forward to developing the program and its features over time.

The program is FREE! Kids must be registered by an active PCA member. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. 
can sign up younger family members for PCA Juniors. We will reach out to families to bring their kids to our Sat-
urday morning breakfast meetings the second Saturday of each month, and have younger kids and parents do crafts 
projects and fun activities and get a GPX Goodie Bag. 

For more information or questions please contact Dick Douglass at ddouglass356@gmail.com
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• Monthly breakfast meetings are back!!!

• Glory Days Beachside Grill, Seal Beach

• COVID precautions are almost nonexistent right now 

• Buy breakfast or just enjoy a cup of coffee and good friends

• Contact Suesan for information — 619.992.4287

ON THE COVER
I was searching Google Images for a good 

Christmas photo in the public domain im-
ages, and came up with this one.

I think it does the job!!!

Skip

ON THE COVER   December 2022

A publication of the Grand Prix Region of the Porsche Club of AmericaA publication of the Grand Prix Region of the Porsche Club of America

Sales@SMCparts.com • www.SMCparts.com
888.986.4466 • +1.323.593.4300

CLASSIC
EUROPEAN
AUTO PARTS

1669 Colorado Blvd • Los Angeles, CA 90041	For	advertising	information,	contact:
		Skip	Carter						619.992.9927							skipcarter@pobox.com

Full	bleed	available	on	half	&	full	page	only

    Size           Invoiced Quarterly        Size
Business	card	 75.00/mo	 3	5/8"	x	2"
Quarter	page	 125.00/mo	 3	5/8"	x	4	1/2"
Half	page	 200.00/mo	 7	1/2"	x	4	1/2"
Full	page	 350.00/mo	 7	1/2"	x	9	1/2"
Full	key	position	 450.00/mo	 7	1/2"	x	9	1/2"

 Classified Ads
                          Free to PCA members, including photo

NEW MEMBERS 
receive a free 

GPX Coffee Mug

HAVE BREAKFAST AND TALK WITH OTHER PORSCHE OWNERS & PCA MEMBERS
IT'S NOT JUST THE CARS - IT'S THE PEOPLE!

Come	to	our	Monthly	GPX	Breakfast	Club	Meeting	-	Everyone	Welcome!

SECOND Saturday	each	month	—	9:00	AM
$15.00	breakfast	incl	tax,	tip	&	beverages

Glory Days Beachside Grill
620	Pacific	Coast	Highway
Seal	Beach			(562)	756-8520

PCA	has	something	for	everybody!

Social	Events	 	 Porsche	Parade
Tours	&	Rallies		 	 	 Treffen	N.	America
On-Track	Driving		 	 	 Member	Discounts
Concours d'elegance   Club Racing  
Panorama	(National	Magazine)	 Autocross
The	Circuit	(GPX	Magazine)	 3000+	Events	Annually
All	for	only	$46/yr	!

Apply	Online	at	PCA.org	
(Specify	Membership	in	GPX	Region)
or
Fill	out	a	Membership	Application	available	at	our	
Breakfast	Meeting,	or	print	from	GrandPrixRegion.com

Questions?	Contact	Patty	Reilly,	GPX	Membership	Chair
																			GPXPatty@mindspring.com			(714)	402-2405
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DATED	MATERIAL

Porsche owners from
all over SoCal come
to our renowned events
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suesan@pobox.com

Tours

Concours d’Elegance

The Circuit
Monthly Magazine

Social Events

Driving Events

GRAND PRIX REGION
Porsche Club of America

Reach more than 2000 Porsche 
   enthusiasts through our  monthly 
    magazine & frequent email blasts

gpx.pca.org

This space is available to Advertisers - skipcarter@pobox.com

GPX


